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"Christ loved the church, and gave Himself fothiat He might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of wateithe Word, that
He might present it to Himself a glorious churcht having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing; but that it should bdyhand without
blemish."

That, as says the Word, is the church that Chiisforesent to
Himself when He comes. He loved that church, theah and gave
Himself for it; and whosoever will be of that chiarevhen it shall be
the glorious church, not having spot or wrinkleamry such thing,
must love the church, and give himself for it.

That is the church by whom God will give His lastsaage to
this world "in this generation." But He can not aahat church by
whom He can give that message, until He shall éingeople who
will love the church and give themselves for it.

This is in the philosophy of things as well; fomist it written,
"Let this mind be in you which was also in Chrigsus"? And when
that mind in Him led Him to love the church, andgiwe Himself
for it, what will that mind do in any other persohfieed dwell no
longer upon that.

The church is the body of Christ in the world. $t Christ
manifested in the world; it is Christ Himself innate in the world.
And that church, being His body, being Himself nfasted, to love
that church and give myself for it, is nothing leaad can not be

1



anything more, than to love Him and give myselfkbm.

Membership in that church, then, comes not by kggianto
the church in order to belong to Christ, but byobging to Christ in
order to belong to the church. And the differeneeMeen these two
things is the difference between Christianity ahd mystery of
iniquity. The difference between these two thingighe difference
between the mystery of God and the mystery of ibygulhe
mystery of iniquity exalts the form, the name, tidea, of the
church, and then calls, and sweeps, and forcetheaWorld into that
church, in order that it may be what the mystennafuity designs,-
-not for salvation, for salvation is not in it; foighteousness, for
righteousness is not in it. The people are the sasrimefore, though
they bear a different name. They conform to diffeeréorms of
things than they did before; but in character,ife, in all that they
ever were, they are the same as though they wdrenambers of
the church at all.

But the church, the church of Christ, is Himselfnifiasted.
Therefore to belong to this church we must belorgg fo Him. And
membership in this church depends altogether upomembership
of Him. And being in this church depends altogetiy@on our being
in Him. Then when we come into the church by comimtg Him,
and be in the church by being in Him, that makaswa people. That
changes the individual into another man. That makes a
Christian, such as is Christ, Christ manifest.

Then we need to consider ourselves daily, eacHart@mself,
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and ask, "Am | a member of the church? Not becaase enrolled
on the books of the church. Not, Am | a member & thurch
because | have joined the church, and that is npgritience? But,
Am | a member of the church because my name isenbbok of
life? Am | a member of the church because | havergimyself to
Christ, and belong to Him, and live and move angehay being in
Him?" Such as these are the only members of theckhthat there
are on this earth. It matters not how much we lawrenames on the
church book, nor how long we have been memberseothurch by
joining what is an idea of the church in form, alexion of
individuals. It matters not how much we do that; how long it be
done, we will never be members of the church that.w

And though it should be that opportunity or circtamees
prevent your name from being on any book on easthin any
collection of individuals on the earth, yet if yave joined to Him,
and live in Him, you are a member of the churcbutih you be the
only soul on earth. That is the only true membeérsiithe church of
Christ, and that is the only way to membershipha thurch of
Christ.

Christ loved the church, and gave Himself for mt.order that
He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washifigvater by the
Word; in order that He might present it to Himsalfglorious
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such ghibut that it
should be holy and without blemish. Therefore #ame mind must
be in every one, in order that we should be Clansti The only
thing for us to do is to love the church, and giveselves for it, that
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we may be sanctified and cleansed with the wastiinvgater by the
Word, that we may be presented to Him, a gloriohsrch, not
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing.

Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it. Véee
familiar with the thought that Christ "loved me,dagave Himself
for me." And we read in that, with other scriptutesthe same
purpose, that, in loving me and giving Himself foe, He loved me
and gave Himself to me.

It is the same with the church. He loved the chugesid gave
Himself for the church; and in loving the churchdagiving Himself
for the church, He has loved the church, and gidanself to the
church. Then when | from Him, with His mind, and Hym, loved
the church, and give myself for it, | love the atlyrand give myself
to it, so that | literally belong to the church.

A few words upon that. It is a common expressi@ych and
such person belongs to the church," "l belong & dhurch." The
guestion for us to ask nowadays is, Do | belontpéochurch, or do
| belong to the world? Do | belong to myself, orthe world; or am
| possessed, owned and held by the church, sd litextally belong
to the church:, Have | surrendered myself to thech? to Christ?

That is the kind of church that Christ left when Went away,
or at least, that He had in a few days afterwattkrwHe bestowed
the Holy Spirit, that is the kind of church, in ethwords, that He
sent into the world to begin His great work on #ath. And that
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church of that kind few in numbers, reached thelavauith Christ's
message in that generation, that was half gone Wisnbegan. It is
not a question of numbers, not of the size of thddy nor anything
of that kind that is for us to consider today imigg this message to
the world. The one thing for us to consider is, the Seventh-day
Adventists all belong to the church? That one qaestettled, with
the seventy-five thousand Seventh-day Adventistayp-that these
seventy-five thousand, each, individually, for hatfisbelongs to the
church,--the easiest problem that could ever oamurthe earth
would be to give the third angel's message inghiseration.

There were one hundred and twenty Christians tonbegh
that day when Pentecost fell. There are now emrallgt less than
75,000 Seventh-day Adventists. The world is notragh bigger
today than when it was when the apostles began Rentecost, as
the numbers of Seventh-day Adventists are more thamumber
then. Then when that little company could prea@dbspel to the
world so that the Scripture could say "to everyatwmes under
heaven," in the generation that was then half gthbeeause they
belonged to the church, so, today, it is perfeetlgy for this number
to reach the world in the rest of this generatibonly we shall all
belong to the church. There is abundant means. nBeday
Adventists have plenty of money, but it does nétbalong to the
church. That is the trouble. There is enough moaeyngst
Seventh-day Adventists today to give an impetusht® message
that would reach the world in the rest of this gatien, if only that
money can belong to the church. There are enougifitiess, there is
enough talent, there is enough ability, all thepdieg that are ever
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needed, or ever shall be needed, if only thosditfas] this talent,
those faculties, shall belong to the church.

And it is a question worth asking, If my money e to the
world, do I belong to the church? If my talents, abjlities are put
into the work of the world, as of the world, and imdo the work of
the church, as of the church, then the questievoish considering,
Do | belong to the church myself?

That turns our attention to the question, How mdaoes it take
to compose me? How much is there of a man? Couldhave a
man here, and his faculties yonder, his abilitreanother place, and
the fruit of his faculty, the fruit of his abilits the results of his life
and endeavor, in yet another place? Could thaabe,the man be
here,-- all of him?--No sir. All my faculties, ahe fruit of my life,
must be where | am, if | myself am to be there. 8&a not escape
that. Then do | belong to the church? Do 1? Thahésquestion. Do
these 75,000 Seventh-day Adventists belong to hlnect? Do we?
That is the question.

To illustrate: Suppose that | have my name on theah book,
belonging to the church. | am a schoolteacher aggehd all my
time, all my endeavor, all my ability, and all mactilty as a
schoolteacher in the world's school-teaching; daedching in the
world's school, in the world's way, in the worléducation, it is
worth asking, Do | belong to the church? Am | layithe church
and giving myself for it? Whatever | may profesg, faculties, my
life, what | am in the ability which God has giverwe, | am giving it
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to the world, for the world's work, and to the vabslpurposes. That
Is so. Then am | loving the church and giving miyéed it? Do |
belong to the church?

Suppose | am a physician, and | give my ability, talgnt, my
faculties, my life, and my endeavor to the worlay of what is
called medicine, the world's way of treating digedsstand as a
member of the church, as belonging to the churot, laam to be
sanctified and cleansed with the washing of watethe Word of
God, and in that Word of God there is given to tmeirch the
divine, the true system of medical treatment, the philosophy and
treatments with regard to health, disease, rigimdi and all these
things. | belong to the church, to be sanctified eleansed with the
washing of water by that Word. Instead of doing ivieat Word
gives to me, to which I am committed as belongmdhe church, |
take what the world gives, and devote to the wdHéet which | get
from the world, and I belong to the church. Do 1?

| belong to the church for the purpose of beingcghad and
cleansed with the washing of water by the Word oldGto the
church. There is in that Word, and that Word itsglfa system of
education. That is the true and is the only truecatlon. | say |
belong to the church, but | am satisfied with thaerld/s education,
with the world's system of education, with the wlphilosophy of
education, and | devote my life to that. | wanktmw, Do | really
belong to the church? It is precisely so also améalical or any
other profession.



| am a man of other affairs in the world, whethdya business,
or farming, or carpenter work; | mean the every;daymmercial,
business world. | stand as belonging to the chuwand,in the efforts
which | put forth of thought, of endeavor, the kiag of God upon
it all, increase comes. | put it in the worldly lkal am nor a
speculator; | belong to the church. But here isrteans God has
given to me as a member of the church, and | patotthe worldly
bank; | loan it to worldly men to be used in woyldbusiness,
instead of in the work of the church, to which Idmg. Then it is a
fair question for me to ask, Do | belong to therch@

These references are enough to illustrate. And thene is not
one here of these delegates who can not look all thus land and
see thousands upon thousands of Seventh-day Adtgewtino stand
in a position as belonging to the church, whichvésaa wide-open
guestion for each one to ask. Do | belong to theai? And every
one here knows that if all the Seventh-day Advéniis the United
States, from this day and forward, would reallyobel to the church,
you yourself will confess that there is no questmll but that this
message could be given to the world in this gemmara¥ou can all
say amen to that. You know that that is so. Theam s&e, brethren,
the problem is not difficult. It is just this quest to be decided, by
each one, for himself, Do | belong to the church?

And now shall not I, finding myself, my faculties; my means
wrapped up in the work of the world, used in bebéalfhe world, or
engaged in the world's work,--shall not I, will natu, whirl it away
from there, and put it into the church's work, &nli in the cause of
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the church in the earth, to which | belong? Let teadone, and you
know that spiritually it would shake this world oaf its place.

Think of it! If all the Seventh-day Adventists iha United States
would really consider this, and love the churchjegithemselves,
with their children, for the church, and to the iy how would our
school work stand? It would stand where it oughhdAsuch

consecration as that would bring such power fromvia that the
teaching would be easy. The lack of teachers woaotde such as it
IS now.

And so, with all the rest, if all the Seventh-dagv&ntists in
the land would turn their families unto Christiasiueation unto the
education that becomes the church, and that thklwsocalling for
the church to give, and for the want of which, dstause of the
lack of which? the world itself is saying that &feurch in education
is a distinctly diminishing quantity,--if this werdone, the world
could easily be reached in this generation.

It is time that there should be one church in tharldvthat
would arise and be, not a diminishing quantity du&ation, but be
the whole thing in education. If the Seventh-daywéatists would
really give themselves to the church, loving it gidng themselves
for it, with all their talents, and all their meamsd all their powers,
then the whole problem would be solved. The worakslities are
abundant. In Brother Daniell's discourse last nighat was
presented to us all. Brother Conradi today shoveed the fields are
open and all ready unto the harvest. The prophes@sbundant,
showing that now is the time have been presentdd. |€ this
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people present ourselves to Christ today, loving ¢hurch and
giving ourselves for it! Let this people, | sayepent ourselves to
Christ as His church, to love that church, to giueselves for it, and
to give ourselves to it, with all our effort and #ie fruit of our
effort, of whatsoever kind. Then, oh, it will be iasvas before; this
will be a holy church, not having spot or wrinkleamy such thing.

The church is the pillar and the ground, the suppod the
stay, of the truth in the world. The only meanswidych this world
can ever obtain truth is by the church. It mayha the church, like
the church of Israel and Judah, will not of itseduntarily spread
that truth abroad to the world. The people maye llkrael and
Judah, shut themselves within themselves, andthgrruth of God
awry, put other things in its place, and shut theues away from
the world, and thus fail to give it to the worldutBf that must be so,
then that church will be scattered, as was Isradlas was Judah,
amongst the nations of the heathen; and thereppnession and in
bondage, the nations will find the truth througle tbhurch. So,
whichever way it may be, the only way that the aradi can get the
truth is from the church. The only way that Godight can reach the
nations is through the church: therefore this isvhbis that the
church of Christ, which is the body of Christ, e tpillar and the
ground, the support and the stay, of the truttheaworld. It is that
which keeps alive the truth in the earth.

How, then, can the world obtain the truth from ras,of the
church, when all my efforts are enlisted and spenthe world's
occupation and in the world's philosophy of occiqréd Can that be
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done?--No, sir. The world can not see the churcme in that

condition of things. In order for the truth to reabhe world by me,
who am of the church, it is essential that | skallthe work as the
work of the church. If | am a farmer, | farm astloé church. If | am
a teacher, | am a teacher as of the church, asemeagive of the
church. If | am a physician, | am a representabivéhe church, and
| do my work as the work of the church. Therefdnes tcall that

every one of us who professes to belong to thecthwhall so
really belong to the church that everything in dwes, in our

actions everything that comes into the course oflives, shall be
distinctly of the church, shall relate to the chyrand we will hold

it up to the glory of God as of the church.

Then, oh, then, that the church will be so filledhwthe truth,
and will be so sanctified by the truth with whidnesis filled, that
the glory of God which is in that truth will shif@rth, and the world
will see her, that glorious church. The glory oé thord shall be
seen upon thee, and the word will be fulfilled thla¢ shall arise and
shine, for her light is come, and the glory of tloed is risen upon
her. You know that that is so.

Now, all this is only to have said, in other wortlsat in the
days of the voice of the seventh angel, when hi lsbgin to sound,
the mystery of God shall be finished as He hatHaded to His
servants the prophets.

That mystery of God finished is the gospel preadedll the
world, that the end may come. That mystery of QodsHed in the
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world is the work of God finished in preaching thespel to the
nations.

And it is more than that, along with that. The neygtof God is
God manifest in the flesh. The finished mystery Gdd is the
completion, the perfection, of the manifestatiorGafd in the flesh,
in the believers in Jesus who belong to the church.

Thus there are two places occupied in the finishohgthe
mystery of God. One place is the world itself, toieh the gospel is
to be preached; the other place is the lives ofbidesvers of the
truth. We might preach and proclaim in words to &mels of the
earth, to every soul on earth in our generationthab phase of the
work would be completed, and would be finished: yetthe
manifestation of God in the lives of those who preghat is not
completed also, we could preach that thing tenghnd years, and
the end would never come. It is not simply that glospel shall be
preached to all the world, and fill all the worlaijt it is that when
that is done, there shall be a people ready to ewrtat the end.
Without the finishing of that manifestation of Godthe flesh of
each believer, there can be no finishing of theterysof God. That
mystery finished, God manifest in the flesh--matk-means that
only God is to be seen in every act of life of Hadiever; so that in
his life God is manifest. Only that is the finisgiof the mystery of
God, in the way that it counts. And you know tHahat way were
wide open, and God were to take possession anthdillives of the
75,000 professed believers today, it would be Hmest thing in the
world to reach all the nations, so that the endikhoome.
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Again: You know that the mystery of God is "Chiistyou, the
hope of glory." Then the finished mystery of Godhe finishing of
the growth, the manifestation of Christ in the &edirs, so that we
shall stand in this world in the image of JesusisThreflecting only
Him, that when the believers shall be seen, onlystvill be seen:
everything that is said, everything that is dongenrg tone of the
voice, all that we are, will tell only of Christ.ny that is the
finishing of the mystery of God in truth, in the wéhat it counts.
And that is what has to come before the end carecdinat is the
church that He presents to Himself.

But more: the gift of the grace of God and of Hmrib is to the
church "for the perfecting of the saints, for therkvof, the ministry,
for the building of the body of Christ," the buidj up of the church,
till we all come, do not forget it, "till we all coe in the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God untpeafect man,
unto the measure of the stature of the fullnes€luist;" that we
shall stand in this world as Christ stood when Hesiere. Only
that is the finishing of the mystery of God.

But this is not difficult. It need not take long.edause
Christianity is creation, not evolution. God spea&sd it is so. It
takes not a long series of ages to develop, tovevdlo. We are His
workmanship, created in Christ unto good works,clvhisod hath
before ordained that we should walk in them. Alttis needed is
surrender. All that is needed to put this denonomatthis whole
collection of people, so into the church, and tdkenas so of the
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church that the work shall be finished in this gatien, is
unconditional surrender to Jesus Christ, and thatresder
everlasting]y maintained.

And this finishing of the mystery of God is onlyy another
way, the story of the cleansing of the sanctuarheW/the angel
talked on the subject of the twenty-three hundragsdhe did it
differently from the way that | used to presentaitd from the way
that | have heard many others talk. When the aofy€lod came to
talk to Daniel on the subject of the two thousand three hundred
days, he began thus: "Seventy weeks are determiupea thy
people and upon thy holy city." They will beginthé "going forth
of the commandment to restore and build Jerusalemt, will
continue "sixty-nine weeks, unto the Messiah thader" and then,
after that, eighteen hundred and ten and onehalfsyavhich will
bring it to 1844, and then shall the sanctuarylbarsed. That is in
it, but that is not the angel's sermon here.

Listen: This is what the angel said, and this istte preached
in the twenty-three hundred days: "Seventy weeksdmtermined
upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finile transgression,
and to make an end of sins, and to make reconenidbr iniquity,
and to bring in everlasting righteousness, andetd gp the vision
and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy." Anygatang of the
sanctuary, any study of the sanctuary, any prodiameof the
sanctuary, that does not preach and proclaim theshfng of
transgression in the life of him who preacheshifittdoes not mean,
and manifest itself in, the making an end of smhkis life; that does
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not include the making reconciliation of iniquity him who gives

the message; that does not bring everlasting wgisteess into the
life of him who is preaching; is not preaching tmessage of the
cleansing of the sanctuary at all. The messengeetout the very
thing that the angel of God, in presenting it, nsaltee substance of
the whole story.

Yet brethren are in this audience today who knownefi who
could run the gamut of the twenty-three hundredsdayving by
rote every chapter and every verse, yet who didknotv in their
lives the finishing of transgression, that did kobw the making an
end of their sins, who knew no reconciliation foeit own iniquity,
and had no everlasting righteousness brought keép them back
from sinning. You know that that is so. Then thidkof preaching
of the sanctuary and of its cleansing will nevandprthe cleansing
of the sanctuary, and will never bring us to thd.é\o, sir.

There is a cleansing of the sanctuary in heaveat Etrue.
And while that is going on in heaven, and therdésmaking an end
of sins there, and a reconciliation of iniquity idaeand finishing of
transgression there, and all that, yet if thatas also done in the
saints and believers on the earth, then that dlegua$ the sanctuary
can never end. We never could, in that case, contigetend of this
world. So the cleansing of the church of the saorisearth must
keep equal pace, must be exactly in proportion téhcleansing of
the sanctuary in heaven, or that church will notip¢o date.

Now let me put it the other way: Though | preacé fimishing
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of transgression in the lives of individuals; ahdugh | preach the
making an end of sins, and the making of reconmliafor iniquity,
and the bringing in of everlasting righteousnensthie life of the
individual;, and yet do not preach with it the samacy and Its
cleansing, that is not the third angel's messapat great day can
not come till the sanctuary Is cleansed. The samgtaan not be
cleansed until transgression is finished in yoler #nd mine; till an
end of sins Is made in your life and mine; and ned@tion made
for the sins that have been committed; and thentham, in place of
it all, everlasting righteousness brought in, tddhas steady in the
path of righteousness.

You know what difficulties we have had of keeping
righteousness in the life. We love it; we give alwvses to it, in
surrender: but this comes up, and that comes uptrenother, and
we grow feeble, and fail, and lose the power ot tighteousness
out of the life that alone can make it everlastiggpteousness. Oh,
then, in this Seventhday Adventist Church, amortigese people
who stand as belonging to the church, there is md#educh a
cleansing of the sanctuary, such an idea of thanslag of the
sanctuary as will finish transgression in the tifeevery Seventh-
day Adventist, will make an end of sins there, amiél make
reconciliation for all the sins that have ever b#eare, and bring in,
oh, to bring in everlasting righteousness,--a aghtness that
comes to stay, a righteousness, that comes to,aidghteousness
that comes to rule everlastingly, and to keep ue tirat everlasting
inheritance and to take us to everlasting mansions!
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Your hearts and minds witness that only that carare true
cleansing of the sanctuary. And your hearts andisnimill withess
also to this, that if there can be such consecerasioch surrender, as
that: if there can be the receiving of such cleamsas that: and
belonging to the church, indeed as this is: thengiwof this message,
the finishing of this work, with delay no longer,arc be
accomplished in the generation that remains.

And, brethren, your hearts will testify, also, thathout these
things we can talk, and talk, and talk, aboutnt] & all be true; but
we can talk it all, and it will not finish in thgeneration.

Then here we are. Now shall we not, oh, shall weg tmaly
give ourselves to belong, literally to belong, ke tchurch, loving
the church, giving ourselves for it, giving ourssvto it, that thus
we may be cleansed in this day of the cleansinthefsanctuary,
with the washing of water by the Word; that Chmsty present it to
Himself, as He has been longing, longing, all thgsars to do, a
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or ach thing, but
holy and without blemish?--March 29, 1903, Gendfahference
Bulletin.
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