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Chapter 1
|sit Peace and Safety?

In spite of the rapid increase of crime and viokeoao every hand; in
spite of the most gigantic preparations for watrt tine world has
ever seen; in spite of the increasing worldlinesthe church, the
pulpit and the religious press continue to tallpefce and safety, of
a millennium in which there shall be no war, anavimch the world
will be converted.

In the midst of violence and crime, it seems angjeaproceeding to
talk of peace and safety. In the presence of tleatgst possible
preparations for war, it seems rather incongruauarnounce the
speedy approach of a time when there shall be molwéhe face of
the increasing worldliness of the church, and tss lof her power
of godliness, the prospect does not appear vetiefilag for the
conversion of the world to Christ. Yet under thesery
circumstances, in these very times, these vergshamne preached.
But is such preaching, the preaching of the truth?t so that
through the practice of violence and crime thermibe developed
an era of peace and safety for those safety faetivaho commit
these things as well as for those who do not?

Is it true that by these immense preparations farr, by this

constant readiness for war, and this increasingyss and warlike

spirit amongst nations, there is to be brought alotme when all

nations shall voluntarily lay down their arms andk® no more
1



preparation for war, and when there shall nevernmogeeither
jealousy or warlike spirit?

Is it a fact that through a world-loving church lseg for worldly
power and worldly favor, there shall flow such aofti of divine
grace that it shall irresistibly overwhelm the vad|

Such results from such causes or by such means,maral
impossibilities. Then why is it that from one enfdGhristendom to
the other the pulpits ring with it? Is it becaulse Scriptures say that
this shall be? Let us see.

There are certain scriptures quoted to prove trextd things are so.
Let us read them.

"I will declare the decree; the Lord has said umi®, "You are my
Son; this day have | begotten you. Ask of me, asddll give you
the heathen for your inheritance, and the uttermpads of the earth
for your possession.” (Psalm 2:7-8)

There, does not that say that the world shall beveded? Well
does it? Plainly it does not. It says that the Ine@atand the uttermost
parts of the earth shall be given to the Son of.Gd it does not
say that this shall be by conversion nor for cosier.

Before the conversion of the heathen or the uttetrparts of the
earth can be found in that scripture it has to deirio it by the one
who wants to find it there. And that is not thetb&ay to interpret
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Scripture. It is not the best way to read into @are what we want
there, rather than to read the Scripture to findtwhally is there.

But it may be asked, Is not conversion the necgssan clusion
from the text? It is not, because the next versasithe contrary:

"You shall break them with a rod of iron; you sha#ish them in
pieces like a potter's vessel." (Psalm 2:9)

That is certainly anything else then their convasiThis is shown
further by the remaining verses:

"Be wise now therefore, O you kings; be instructgalj judges of
the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoictriembling. Kiss
the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish frommthg, when his
wrath is kindled but a little." (Psalm 2:10-12)

This shows that the time is coming when the Sohlalangry, and
his wrath will be kindled; and that now men mustkm#heir peace
with him, that they be not broken and dashed ircgsewhen his
wrath shall be kindled, for that is to be done vitlie heathen and
the uttermost parts of the earth when they arengiodim.

This is confirmed by another scripture in whiclsthirath is spoken
of. Revelation 6:16 speaks of "the wrath of the badnAnd when
that wrath is revealed,



"...the kings of the earth, and the great men, thedrich men, and
the chief captains, and the mighty men, and everydiman, and
every free man, hid themselves in the dens antiarracks of the
mountains; And said to the mountains and rocksll '¢fa us, and
hide us from the face of Him that sits on the tlesoand from the
wrath of the Lamb; For the great day of His wraltome; and who
shall be able to stand?" (Revelation 6:15-17)

It is certain therefore that the second psalm doeatsteach the
conversion of the world; nor will it allow any sut¢bach ing to be
read into it.

Another scripture quoted in proof of the conversabithe world is,

"The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdariheur Lord,
and of his Christ; and He shall reign for ever andr." (Revelation
11:15)

But this text is much the same as the other. Isdue say that these
kingdoms become his by conversion nor for con wersilt is
evident that this text bears the same meaningasirihthe second
psalm. Read the two together:

| shall give you the heathen for your inheritanaed the uttermost
parts of the earth for your possession. The kingdofthis world

are become the kingdoms of our

Lord, and of his Christ.



These two texts certainly speak of the same tine the same
event, and we have seen that these heathen ane gineto be
dashed in pieces. And that this is the same wie Kingdoms of
the world," is evident from the context. The whoérse reads,
"And the seventh angel sounded; and there weret gaees in
heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are bexothe
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and hellsteagn for ever
and ever." (Revelation 11:15)

"The seventh angel" here spoken of, is the sevehtthe seven
trumpet angels recorded in Revelation chapters18tAnd each of
the last three trumpets is accompanied by woe:

"Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earthd®son of the other
voices of the trumpet of the three angels, whiahyat to sound!"
(Revelation 8:13)

There were three trumpets yet to sound and there teebe three
woes because of the three trumpets. This is fughewn:

"The second woe is past; and, behold, the third @amees quickly."
(Revelation 11:14)

Then follows the sounding of the seventh trumped ahe
announcement that the kingdoms of this world areolyve the
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ. Now as t&v enth
trumpet is accompanied by the third woe, and das un der the
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seventh trumpet that the kingdoms of this world dmme the
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, it is camntéherefore that it
Is in the midst of a time of woe that the king doofighis world do
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ.

This is further shown by verse 18:

"And the nations were angry [precisely the attitodi¢he nations at
this moment], and your wrath is come, and the tfnhe dead, that
they should be judged, and that you should giveardwinto your
servants the prophets, and to the saints, and thaimmfear your
name, small and great; and should destroy them hwharrupt

[margin] the earth." (Revelation 11:18)

The time of reward of the saints, etc., is at tbmiag of the Lord,
for he says,

"Behold, | come quickly; and my reward is with nte,give every
man according as his work shall be." (Revelatiori2p

Then it is that his wrath is kindled and the angagions are given
him, and in the midst of a time of woe they arengalsin pieces, and
destroyed because they corrupt the earth.

This is confirmed by the prophecy in Daniel 2:31-4Bere was a
great image seen, with head of gold, breast and afmilver, sides
of brass, legs of iron, and feet of iron and clagen a stone was
seen to smite the image upon his feet,
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"...and brake them to pieces. Then was the irancthy, the brass,
the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces toge#imel became like
the chaff of the summer threshing-f loors; andwined carried them
away, that no place was found for them." (Dani8¥4235)

And in explanation of this the Word says:

"In the days of these kings shall the God of heaseh up a
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed; and thmgdom shall
break in pieces and consume all these kingdomsjtasiahll stand
for ever." (Daniel 2:44)

It is evident that in none of these texts is thevession of the
world, nor a millennium of peace, spoken of at atir even
suggested. Instead of the nations being at peheg,dre "angry;"
instead of there being safety on the earth thefed®;" instead of
the conversion of the world there is to be desibacthat shall fall
grievously upon the head of the wicked.

And yet in the face of these plain declarationshef word of God,
and of the events that mark their fulfilment, meaml preach
directly the opposite. But even this is shown by Word of God as
that which will be at this time. In the last verdel Thessalonians 4,
the coming of the Lord is spoken of. Then in thstfverses of the
fifth chapter it is said:



"But of the times and the seasons, brethren, yoe ha need that |
write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly thia¢ day of the
Lord so comes as a thief in the night. For whery thleall say,

"Peace and safety;" then sudden destruction wileeapon them, as
travail upon a woman with child; and they shall mstcape." (1
Thessalonians 5:1)

This shows that at the time when destruction iseinging there will
be men saying, "Peace and safety," and then suddstuction
comes upon them. Therefore if there is any onegthiat men
should disbelieve, it is the preaching of peace aatety, the
preaching of a millennium of peace and the conwvarsi the world.
The very preaching of it is evidence of its falsiycause the word
of God says that then "destruc tion will come."



Chapter 2
In the Last Days

Undoubtedly the one text of Scripture that is oft&rreferred to as
proof of the millennium and the conversion of therM, is that one
which speaks of the nations beating their swords ptowshares
and their spears into pruning-hooks.

There are two places in the Bible where these wardsised: Isaiah
2:2-4, and Micah 4:1-5. These are almost preciakg, except that
where one uses the word "nations" the other usesplp," and the
statement in Micah is a little longer than thatsaiah:

"But in the last days it shall come to pass, thatrhountain of the
house of the Lord shall be established in the tofh@ mountains,
and it shall be exalted above the hills; and pesphdl flow unto it.
And many nations shall come, and say, Come, andslejo up to
the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of thd & Jacob; and
he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk irs Ipaths; for the
law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the ddrom Jerusalem.
And he shall judge among many people, and rebukagmations
afar off, and they shall beat their swords intowsbares, and their
spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift asword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. Bwgy shall sit
every man under his vine and under his fig-tree anone shall
make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of kdsas spoken it.
For all people will walk every one in the name ¢ god, and we
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will walk in the name of the Lord our God for evaend ever."
(Micah 4:1-5)

Now let us examine this closely and see what ithea. When is
this scripture to apply? "In the last days."

Who is it that shall say these things? "Many naifieaiah: "Many
people"] shall come and say;" etc. Exactly!

* In the last days then many people shall say thn law shall
go forth of Zion and the word of the Lord from Jealem."

* In the last days many people shall say, "The natghall beat
their swords into plowshares and their spears primning-
hooks."

* In the last days many people shall say that "natimall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they learmr \@ny
more."

* In the last days many people shall say, "Peace saifety,"
because "they shall sit every man under his virtewader his
fig-tree; and none shall make them afraid."

* And, too, they will say that "the mouth of the tdmas spoken
it."
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All these things many people will say in the laaysl But what says
the Lord?

"In that day, says the Lord, will | assemble heatthalts, and | will
gather her that is driven out, and her that | hefflected; And | will
make her that halted a remnant, and her that wsdaraoff a strong
nation; and the Lord shall reign over them in modrdn from
henceforth, even forever." (Micah 4.6-7)

This shows that at the very time, in that day, whaany people”
are saying all those things, there will be some wlbbe "driven
out," "afflicted," and "cast off," and that thesdlwe a "remnant.”
And it is this "remnant” which the Lord says helwther and over
whom he will reign in Mount Zion forever.

This is clearly against the idea of the conversaod gath ering of
all the world, for if that were true then there wbbe no "remnant"
at all, nor would there be any that were "cast'af "driven out" or
"afflicted." How could there be any afflicted orivden out when
every man could sit under his vine and under Ilggrige, with none
to make afraid, and when none should ever learn amgr more?
Plainly there could not be.

Therefore the text does not at all teach that tharall be a
millennium of peace and safety and the conversiothe world. It
only teaches that in the last days many nationmeople will say so,
and will say that the Lord has said it; while therd. himself says
that "in that day" there will be a rem- nant, whdl We cast off,
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driven out, and afflicted, and that this remnantwi gather, and
will reign over them in Mount Zion forever.

That this is the true explanation of the text weehthe whole Bible
on this subject in proof. Let us follow this "renmtaand see what
further is said about it.

"I will show wonders in the heavens and in the lgablood, and
fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turmed darkness, and
the moon into blood, before the great and thelerrday of the
Lord come. ...[there] shall be deliverance.in temmant whom the
Lord shall call." (Joel 2:30-32)

"Therefore wait upon me, says the Lord, until tlag ¢that | rise up
to the prey: for my determination is to gather tla¢ions, that | may
assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them my indigmaeven all
my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devdungth the fire of
my jealousy." (Zephaniah 3:8)

Can it be possible that the Lord is going to assembcon verted
world to pour upon such a people all his fierceeafidNot at all. The
word of God knows no such thing as the con versiotihe world,

that is all.

"I will also leave in the midst of you an aff licteand poor people,
and they shall trust in the name of the Lord." (Zaapah 3:12)

12



This is precisely what the Lord says in Micah 4jlevimany people
are saying "peace and safety," and that the wbiddl be converted.
This is further shown by the next verse. It speakshis afflicted
and poor people as the "remnant of Is rael," saying

"The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, ngeak lies; neither
shall a deceitful tongue be found in their moutr; they shall feed
and lie down, and none shall make them afraid.p(i&miah 3:13)

This whole connection shows that the time here spabf is the
same as that in Micah 4, and that the remnant ieéeered to is the
same as the remnant there referred to, and tlsatamnant will be
poor and afflicted, cast off and driven out. Thesconfirmed by
another reference to this remnant:

"The dragon was was wroth with the woman, and i@make war
with the remnant of her seed, which keep the conammts of
God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." (Réea 12:17)

The dragon is said, in verse 9, to be "the devi§atan." The
"woman" is the church of God. The devil is wrothtiwthe church of
God, and goes to make war with the remnant of @ed.sThe deuvil
works through earthly powers and agencies. Inisyrup kings, and
people, and nations to oppress the church he leaseadeavored to
destroy her. This is continued even to the ench mar with the
remnant of Israel, the last of the church of God.
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Says the Lord by Daniel, speaking of that greateqgotliat so long
wore out the saints of the Most High:

"I beheld, and the same horn made war with thetsaiand
prevailed against them; Until the Ancient of dayame, and
judgment was given to the saints of the most Hayg the time
came that the saints possessed the kingdom." (Dagik-22)

Here then is the story of the remnant. It is tis¢ ¢d the church. The
people who compose it keep "the commandments of &uadl have
the testimony of Jesus Christ." The devil, througa powers of
earth, makes war upon them. By this they are "o#st "driven
out, and become an afflicted, and poor people. Bwre is
deliverance in the remnant who the Lord calls, for,

"In that day, says the Lord, will | assemble hextthalted, and | will
gather her that is driven out, and her that | hefflected; And | will
make her that halted a remnant, and her that wadaraoff a strong
nation; and the Lord shall reign over them in moimdn from
henceforth, even forever." (Micah 4:6-7)

"And | saw as it were a sea of glass mingled wrix fand them that
had gotten the victory over the beast, and oveirhage, and over
his mark, and over the number of his name, standhensea of
glass, having the harps of God." (Revelation 15:2)

Those who got this victory are they who kept "tlenmandments
of God, and the faith of Jesus;" and these aredhmant, who are
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driven out and afflicted, but whom the Lord gathewsd over whom
he reigns in Mount Zion forever.

Yet at the very time when the devil is thus makwgr upon the
poor, afflicted, but loyal remnant of the churchGifrist, the popular
pulpit, and the worldly church, will sing of peaaed safety and the
conversion of the world, and will think that becauke world finds
it to its interest to ally itself with the alreadgo willing church,
therefore the world is be coming converted, andiliemmium of
peace will reign on the earth!

Yes, says the prophet,

"From the uttermost part of the earth have we haambs, even
glory to the righteous. But | said, My leanness, legnness, woe
unto me! The treacherous dealers have dealt treaasig; yes, the
treacherous dealers have dealt very treacherdassr, and the pit,
and the snare, are upon you, O inhabitant of théh.a(lsaiah

24:16-17)

Right here the reader may with profit read cargftiie whole of the
second chapter of Isaiah:

"The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concegrrnindah and
Jerusalem. And it shall come to pass in the lasfs,déhat the
mountain of the Lord's house shall be establishetheé top of the
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hilld;ahnations shall
flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, €@oyou, and let
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us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the hoolséhe God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and wé walk in his
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, atie word of the
Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among tagons, and
shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat tewwmrds into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning-hookisomahall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they leaamn any more. O
house of Jacob, come you, and let us walk in tj# lof the Lord.
Therefore you have forsaken your people the housdaoob,
because they are replenished from the east, ansbathsayers like
the Philistines, and they please themselves in dhiédren of
strangers. Their land also is full of silver anddgmeither is there
any end of their treasures; their land is alsodélhorses, neither is
there any end of their chariots: Their land als@ulksof idols; they
worship the work of their own hands, that whichittevn fingers
have made: And the mean man bows down, and thd graa
humbles himself: therefore forgive them not. Entdo the rock,
and hide in the dust, for fear of the Lord, and tfug glory of his
majesty. The lofty looks of man shall be humbledd athe
haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and thd htume shall
be exalted in that day. For the day of the Lortiadts shall be upon
every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every that is lifted
up; and he shall be brought low: And upon all thedars of
Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and upontla oaks of
Bashan, And upon all the high mountains, and uplahe hills that
are lifted up, And upon every high tower, and ugwery fenced
wall, And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and u@h pleasant
pictures. And the loftiness of man shall be boweav and the
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haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the btyde shall be
exalted in that day. And the idols he shall uttebolish. And they
shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into ¢hees of the earth,
for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his m&tje when he arises
to shake terribly the earth. In that day a manlgiesdt his idols of
silver, and his idols of gold, which they made eadle for himself
to worship, to the moles and to the bats; To go the clefts of the
rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, dar bf the Lord, and
for the glory of his majesty, when he arises tokehterribly the
earth. Cease you from man, whose breath is in bgrifs: for
wherein is he to be accounted of?" (Isaiah 2:1-22)

There is another line of scriptures that also proesitively that this
promise of peace and safety, and of beating swaotdplowshares,
and spears into pruning-hooks, is only the sayingrmany people"
and not of the Lord at all.

Notice, the time at which the prophet says thatyr@maople will say
these things, is "in the last days." Now what dinesLord say shall
be the condition of things in the last days? This:

"This know also, that in the last days perilousesnshall come. For
men shall be lovers of their own selves, covettwossters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankfubolyn Without
natural affection, truce-breakers, false accusecgntinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, Traitors, headyh-minded,
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Hawnfprm of
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godliness, but denying the power thereof; from swech away." (2
Timothy 3:1-5)

This is what God says there will be, in the lasysgaand this is
exactly what now is, as any one can see who wolk.dNor is there
promise of these bad men growing better and beitiit,all shall be
converted and there be left none wicked on theheddn the
contrary, this word says

"Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worseeiding, and
being deceived." (2 Timothy 3:13)

And in the face of these plain positive declaratiah the word of
God, pulpit and platform, priests and people, wéiclare that the
world is growing better, that everything pros parsd is on the
highway to the millennium. It is too, but not sughmillennium as
they are looking for and preaching, but one of mesbn and
devastation.

Again, says the Lord by the prophet Joel,

"Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe; corget you down; for
the press is full, the vats overf low; for theirckedness is great."
(Joel 3:13)

When is the harvest?

"The harvest is the end of the world." (MatthewgE:
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Who holds the sickle to reap withal?

"l looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon tloe:@ one sat like
unto the Son of man, having on his head a goldewrtrand in his

hand a sharp sickle. And another angel came ouheftemple,

crying with a loud voice to him that sat on theudpThrust in your

sickle, and reap; for the time is come for youdap; for the harvest
of the earth is ripe. And he that sat on the cldudst in his sickle

on the earth; and the earth was reaped." (Reveladdl4-16)

This is the time, and the event, that is spokenyafoel:

"Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: corget you down; for
the press is full, the fats overflow; for their ka&xiness is great."
(Joel 3:13)

The harvest is the end of the world. And when timé comes, the
word of God says, "Their wickedness is great." €fme any
preaching that promises a reign of righteousneghisrearth before
the end of the world, is contrary to the word ofdG@Vhat further
says the Lord, of this time? This:

"Proclaim this among the Gentiles [nations]; Prepaar, wake up
the mighty men, let all the men of war draw nearthem come up;
Beat your plowshares into swords, and your prutiagks into
spears; let the weak say, | am strong. Assemblesgtues, and
come, all you heathen, and gather yourselves tegetiund about;
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thither cause your mighty ones to come down, O Lofdbel 3:9-
11)

Then he continues:

"Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: corget you down; for
the press is full, the fats overflow; for their w#d ness is great."
(Joel 3:13)

Therefore the word of God is plain that the promiskpeace and of
the increase of righteousness, that will be heaithe last days, are
only the words of many people, and not the wordGafd; of a
people too, who are "lovers of pleasures more tbears of God,"
and who have a form of godliness, but deny the pdinereof; and
from whom it is the duty of all who fear God, taritaway.
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What Many People Say What God Says

“Peace and safety” “fear, and the pit, and the
(1 Thessalonians 5:3) snare.” (lsaiah 24:17)

“sudden destruction”
(1 Thessalonians 5:3)

“Nation shall not lift up sword “Prepare war, wake up the
against nation, neither shall mighty men, let all the men of
they learn war any more.” war draw near, let them come
(Micah 4:3) up.” (Joel 3:9)
[They say that]"they shall beat "Beat your plowshares into
their swords into plowshares, |swords, and your pruning-hooks
and their spears into pruning- into spears.” (Joel 3:10)

hooks” (Micah 4:3)

The world is getting better and “Evil men and seducers shall

better wax worse and worse.”
(2 Timothy 3:13)

The world shall be converted “Their wickedness is great.”
(Joel 3:13)

We are now living in the last days, in the verydimwhen many
people are saying all these things that are dyremthtrary to the
word of God. And not only that, but they are samhtcary to that

word, in the very presence of the evil times anehgs that the word
of God shows shall be.

From such turn away, for whoever trusts in suchmnises of peace
and safety, and follows in the way of such wordslisnot know
peace.
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"For the day of the Lord is at hand, and as a dettm from the
Almighty shall it come." (Isaiah 13:6)

"Therefore also now, says the Lord, turn you eveme with all
your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, arth mourning;
And rend your heart, and not your garments, and tato the Lord
your God; for he is gracious and merciful, slowateger, and of
great kindness." (Joel 2:12-13)
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Chapter 3
The World Will Not Be Converted

By those who believe in a millennium of peace aafity and the
conversion of the world, it is arguedBsomewhatadiss:

"The Bible says that the devil is to be bound aufamd years and
shall deceive the nations no more till the thousymedrs are
finished."

Therefore, Satan being bound, and unable to de@iybody, the
gospel having no opposition, and having a thousasals to work
untrammeled, in the very nature of the case all adcept the
blessedness of the gospel, and the world must b®comverted.

That appears very plausible, but is it true? Wekimot, and that for
many reason which the Scriptures show, some of lwhie shall
give.

It is true that the devil is to be bound a thousgaals. It is true that
he is to have no power to deceive till the thousgedrs shall be
fulfilled. And it is just as certainly true that wh the thousand years
are expired he does have power to deceive thensathnd he does
deceive them, to that extent that he gathers todmattle against the
City of God, and fire comes down out of Heaven dadours them.
Let us read the scripture on this:
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"And | saw an angel come down from heaven, havnegkey of the

bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. Aadhid hold on the
dragon, that old serpent, which is the devil, aath®, and bound
him a thousand years, And cast him into the bo#smpit, and shut
him up, and set a seal upon him, that he shouldiged¢he nations
no more, till the thousand years should be fulfijland after that he
must be loosed a little season... And when thedhiod years are
expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prisamd 8hall go out to
deceive the nations which are in the four quamérhe earth, Gog
and Magog, to gather them together to battle; thrmber of whom

Is as the sand of the sea. And they went up orbteadth of the

earth, and compassed the camp of the saints anwithe beloved
city; and fire came down from God out of heavend aevoured

them." (Revelation 20:1-3,7-9)

That is a straightforward story. It needs no additilt says plainly
that Satan does not deceive the nations for a #mougears, and
then when the thousand years are expired he damsvdethem,
even the nations that are in the four quartere@®tarth, the number
of whom is as the sand of the sea, and fire devbers.

Now it seems rather incongruous to claim that tleeldvwill all be
converted during the thousand years, only to besided by the
devil and devoured by fire as soon as the thougaartk are over.

It seems hardly reasonable that the Lord would gixex to the deuvil
and destruction, the nations which are in the fguarters of the
earth, when they had all become converted.

24



If it should be claimed that these who are destiogee only the
ones who would not yield to the gospel, and wowltdb® converted,
then what becomes of the doctrine of the worldisvecsion? For
the number of the deceived and de stroyed is mpad the nations
that are in the four quarters of the earth, andnilnmber is as the
sand of the sea. At that rate the number of thevexded could
hardly embrace the world.

No; neither this text that speaks directly of thileannium -mdle-

annum, a thousand years-nor any other in all thdeBgives any
hint of the conversion of the world. A thou sanarnge a millennium
of peace and safety and the destruction of all, &vih myth. The
doctrine of the conversion of the world is a fraadd the preaching
of it a deception and a snare.

"Thus says the Lord of hosts, Hearken not untowbeds of the
prophets that prophesy unto you; they make you;\hay speak a
vision of their own heart, and not out of the moothhe Lord. They
say still unto them that despise me, The Lord lmad, srou shall

have peace; and they say unto every one that walles the

imagination of his own heart, No evil shall comeonpyou.”

(Jeremiah 23:16-17)

Could this time be better described than it ihese words?

* Those that despise the Lord are increasing on éaary;
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 Those who walk after the imagination of their oweah are
multiplying in the church as well as in the world;

* Evil men and seducers are growing worse and maradsnt;

 And when anyone proclaims the word of God, that ltbed
comes to judge them for their evil ways, then arahoof
voices can be heard all around, saying to themdaspise the
Lord:

"The Lord has said, You shall have peace."

"Don't be troubled, the Lord is not coming yet. Warld is only in
its infancy. The gospel has only got a fair stéle world must be
converted before the Lord comes," etc., etc.

 And when the word of the Lord is preached that Sttaction
comes," and "fear, and the pit, and the snareupo@ you, O
inhabitant of the earth," then the same decepbowg $s heard:

"No evil shall come upon you. For who has stoodhm counsel of
the Lord, and has perceived and heard his word? késomarked
his word and heard it?"

"Don't be disturbed. Nobody can tell whether thencw of the

Lord is nigh or not. It may be a thousand yearsy beten thousand
years yet. Nobody can tell anything about it."
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"No evil shall come upon you."
This say they, but what does the Lord say?

"Behold, a whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth iurf, even a
grievous whirlwind; it shall fall grievously upornd head of the
wicked. The anger of the Lord shall not return,iluhe have

executed, and till he have performed the thoughtgsoheart; in the
latter days you shall consider it perfectly. | havat sent these
prophets, yet they ran; | have not spoken to thget, they

prophesied. But if they had stood in my counsel, laad caused my
people to hear my words, then they should havestlithem from

their evil way, and from the evil of their doinggJeremiah 23:19-
22)

The wicked, and those that despise the Lord an#é watheir own

evil way, they will comfort with the hope of the @ecoming

millennium of peace and safety, and the conversiothe world.

And then, as the wickedness increases, those wbmige and
preach such things will invoke the power of thet&ta compel the
wicked to act as though they were righteous, anib $wlp bring in
the millennium and convert the world.

They will comfort the wicked with the promise otime when they
can all be converted and become servants of Gadouti forsaking
the world, or denying themselves, or taking updhass. A time in
which the way to life will be so broad that non& ¢get out of it, and
the way to destruction so narrow that no one camge it.
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But such a time will never be in this world. Chigstid,

"Enter in at the strait gate; for wide is the gaied broad is the way,
that leads to destruction, and many there be whhn there;
Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the waich leads unto
life, and few there be that find it." (Matthew 7:13)

And he never gave any intimation that the order l[d/aever be
reversed, and the way become so broad that thel wanlild find it.
But he did say,

"Strive to enter in at the strait gate; for manygaly unto you, will
seek to enter in, and shall not be able." (Luk43:

They will seek, but will not strive. They will gmithe way to
destruction because the way to life is so straid A

"When once the master of the house is risen uphasdhut to the
door, and you begin to stand without, and to knatkhe door,

saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall amnsamd say unto
you, | know you not whence you are. ...depart from, all you

workers of iniquity." (Luke 13:25,27)

When the door of salvation closes there will be rigiaworking
iniquity. Yes, says the Saviour,

28



"And because iniquity shall abound, the love of ynahall wax
cold. But he that shall endures unto the end, timmesshall be
saved." (Matthew 24:12-13)

"The Spirit speaks expressly, that in the lattene8 some shall
depart from the faith [not all flock to the faithgjiving heed to
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils." (1 Tihyo4:1)

"When the Son of man comes, shall he find faithtlom earth?"
(Luke 18:8)

All these scriptures and all others that we mighdtg, show that the
word of God contemplates no such thing as a millenrof peace
and safety, nor the conversion of the world.

And to those who preach, or promise, or prophesgédthings, the
Bible says that they.

"...speak a vision of their own heart, and notafuhe mouth of the
Lord... | sent them not, nor commanded them; tloeeethey shall
not profit this people at all, says the Lord." €harah 23:16,32)

As we said before, so say we now again, If theranys one thing
about the preaching of the present day that shoeildisbelieved, it
Is the preaching of peace and safety, and the csioveof the
world.
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Chapter 4
When Does the Millennium Begin?

Having conclusively shown what the millennium ig-Aat it is not
a time in which the world will be converted--we ngsopose to
show by the Scriptures what it is.

The word millennium means a thousand years. Prpsgaking,
any period of a thousand years is a millenniummatters not where,
nor in what connection, the period may occur.

But as there is in the Bible a period of a thousgears definitely

measured off, which by perversion has been magedmise great
things to the earth, to this period has been apjaisol exclusively
the phrase, the millennium. So that when this esgom is used
with no qualification, it is always understood team the thousand
years referred to in the twentieth chapter of Ratvah, during

which Satan is deprived of power to deceive thenat

When, then, does the millennium begin? At the mestion of the
righteous dead. The Scriptures is perfectly plairihis subject:

"And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them, angmeht was
given unto them; and | saw the souls of them thexevibeheaded for
the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, \ahath had not
worshiped the beast, neither his image, neither feaeived his
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; drey tlived and
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reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the oéshe dead lived
not again until the thousand years were finishdus Ts the first
resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that has parthe first

resurrection: on such the second death has no powethey shall
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reigthwiim a thousand
years." (Revelation 20:4-6)

Here it is said that:

certain ones lived and reigned with Christ a thadsgears;

they are the blessed and holy;

on them the second death has no power;

this is the first resurrection; and

the rest of the dead lived not again till the treobyears were
finished.

It is certain therefore that the resurrection @& tighteous and the
resurrection of the wicked are a thousand yearst.afpas certain

that the resurrection of those upon whom the secmadh has no
power, is a thousand years before the resur rectiadhose upon
whom the second death has power.

As this is definitely named the first resurrectiamd as the rest of
the dead--those who have no part in the first resuiion-- live not
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till the thousand years are finished, it assurddows that the
second resurrection is a thousand years afterntte f

And as only the righteous--the blessed and holyehgart in the

first resurrection; and as those who live not addlirthe thousand
years are finished are consumed in the lake of tivere can be no
shadow of doubt that there are to be two resuoestithe

resurrection of the righteous only, and of the witlonly--and that
the two resurrections are a thou sand years apart.

The Saviour said:

"The hour is coming, in which all that are in thr@ges shall hear his
voice, And shall come forth; they that have donedyaunto the

resurrection of life; and they that have done evhto the

resurrection of damnation." (John 5:28-29)

Here is shown "the resurrection of life," and "tlesurrection of
damnation;" clearly two resurrections, though tteist does not of
itself show how far apart they are.

The text in Revelation tells that they are a thadsgears apart.
True, this is the only text that does tell it, kot makes nothing
against the truth of it. What the Lord says oncgust as true as
though it were said fifty times.

We know that the common idea of the resurrectionhef dead is
that when the end of the world comes, all the deidldoe called up
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together, both righteous and wicked, and then juegmassed upon
each case. But these texts, and many others tlgtt rae given,
show that such a view is a mistaken one.

The truth is that the righteous are raised first] ghey are made
immortal "in a moment, in the twinkling of an eyat the last
trump;" and before they are raised to immortalithey are
"accounted worthy" of such a resurrection (Luke32636).

The evidence of the Scripture is positive therefdhat the
millennium begins at the time of the resurrectidrthee righteous
dead.

Now when is it that this resurrection takes pladé®he last trump.
For,

"We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be chalhge a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; For tinempet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorrupténe, we shall be
changed." (1 Corinthians 15:51)

But when is it that this trumpet sounds, that awaltee righteous
dead? At the coming of the Lord in his glory.

"For the Lord himself shall descend from heaverhwitshout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump ofiGand the dead
in Christ shall rise first; Then we which are ali&ed remain shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds, ézinthe Lord in
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the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord."T{fessalonians
4:16-17)

Thus the millennium begins at the resurrection o tighteous
dead, and the resurrection of the righteous deatl tise coming of
the Lord. Therefore the millennium begins at thencw of the Lord
Jesus in his glory.

This is confirmed by Revelation 20:4, which we netagain:

"| saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgmas given
unto them." (Revelation 20:4)

What is the antecedent of the pronouns "they" ahdm" in this
sentence? The antecedent is not in the twentietip ¢tér, for the
first three verses refer to the binding of Satan.

From verse eleven to the end of the nineteenthtehaihe coming
of the Lord and the destruction of the nationsdgescribed, so we
are compelled to go yet further back. We read tts¢ ¥erse of the
nineteenth chapter, and there we find it:

"And after these things [after the judgment of ¢jigabylon] | heard
a great voice of much people in Heaven, sayingelilh; salvation,
and glory, and honor, and power, unto the Lord &wd."
(Revelation 19:1)

Now we may read again the verse from chapter 20:
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"And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them, angmenht was

given unto them; and | saw the souls of them thexevibeheaded for
the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, \ahath had not

worshiped the beast, neither his image, neither reagived his

mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; dre tlived and

reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the oéshe dead lived
not again until the thousand years were finishdus Ts the first

resurrection." (Revelation 20:4)

Now when is it that judgment is given to these?&t coming of the
Lord. For, says the Scripture,

"Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord cdnf& Corinthians
4:5)

And in Daniel 7, of the Papacy it is said:

"I beheld, and the same horn made war with thetsaiand
prevailed against them; Until the Ancient of Dayame, and
judgment was given to the saints of the Most Highd the time
came that the saints possessed the kingdom." (Dagik-22)

This shows that judgment is given to the saintsGofd, at the
coming of the Lord in his glorious kingdom; and kagve found that
this is at, and by, their resurrection from thedlea

Again says the Saviour,
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"You shall be recompensed at the resurrection efjtist." (Luke
14:14)

"And, behold, | come quickly; and my reward is witie, to give
every man according as his work shall be." (Rew@ia22:12)

Therefore, as judgment is given to the saints air ttesur rection,
and that at the coming of the Lord; and as thaureection is the
first resurrection, and that is the beginning o thillennium, it is
proven as plainly as anything can be proven thatmilennium
begins at the second coming of the Lord Jesus.

Then where do the righteous spend the millenniumit?us follow
them from their resurrection, and see where they go

First we have just read in 1 Thessalonians 4:16tHat when the
Lord comes and the trump of God is sounded, thal deaChrist
arise, and then those who are alive are caughboggther with him
to meet the Lord in the air. Here at the first stepfind them taken
away from the earth, and caught up to the Lordsl&suhe air."

Secondly, we have read in Revelation 19:1 of atgreme of much
people in Heaven, saying, "Alleluia; salvation, ghary, and honor,

and power, unto the Lord our God."

Thirdly, we read:
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"l beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no ncanld number, of
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongiesd before the
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with whiteesgland palms in
their hands; and cried with a loud voice, sayinglv&tion to our
God which sits upon the throne, and unto the Lan(lRévelation
7:9)

And this throne was set in Heaven (Revelation 4tRerefore it is
certain that the multitude of the righteous, whe iaised in the first
resurrection of the millennium, who are caught aprteet him in
the air, to whom judgment is given, and who reigthwChrist a
thousand years, it is certain that these are taxdteaven, to the
presence of the throne of God, and that there waaghip him and
the Lamb; it is cer tain that they spend the miiem in Heaven,
and that there is where they are priests of Goddandhrist, and
where they reign with Christ the thousand years.

This is confirmed by another view. In Revelation2 is said that
in this great company there are those who had moshped the
beast, neither his image, neither had receivedniask in their

foreheads, nor in their hands, and that they withdthers reigned
with Christ a thousand years.

Now we read of these same ones, thus:

"And | saw as it were a sea of glass mingled writr fand them that
had gotten the victory over the beast, and oveimhage, and over
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his mark, and over the number of his name, standhensea of
glass, having the harps of God." (Revelation 15:2)

And this sea of glass is before the throne of Goeaven, for says
the Scripture,

"I was In the Spirit; and, behold, a throne wasisetieaven, and
one sat on the throne... And before the throneethheas a sea of
glass like unto crystal." (Revelation 4:2,6)

Again, these are said to have "the harps of Gaslthay stand on
that crystal sea.

And then we read of the same company:

"l looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sag with him a
hundred forty and four thousand, having his Fagh®aime written in
their foreneads. And | heard a voice from heaventha voice of
many waters, and as the voice of a great thunaher;l deard the
voice of harpers harping with their harps." (Retieta14:1-2)

This shows that those who did not worship the hewsthis image,
nor receive his mark, but got a victory over aller&y taken to
Heaven. And these were only a part of that "muabpf@ whose
voices were heard there, to whom judgment was giwém were
raised at the beginning of the millennium, and whmned with
Christ during the millennium --the thousand years.
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From all these texts, the conclusion is clear apgltye that all the
righteous people from this world are taken to Healg the Lord
Jesus, at the beginning of the millennium, and thay spend the
millennium in Heaven itself in the presence of God the Lamb.

Therefore any preaching that promises a millennibgfore the
coming of Christ in his glory, is contrary to Scuipe.

And any preaching that promises a millennium ofcgeand joy on
this earth, even after the coming of Christ, ioatentrary to the

Scripture.

This last statement we shall make plain in the rehdpter by
showing what the millennium will be on the earth.
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Chapter 5
Who Shall Stand When He Appears?

We showed by the plain reading and evidence ofp&oe that the
millennium begins at the second coming of Christd athe
consequent resurrection of the righteous dead.

We showed that when the righteous are raised by.dhe Jesus at
his coming, they are then taken to Heaven, whatgment is given
unto them, and where they reign with Christ a todsyears, that
IS, during the millennium; while the rest of theadethe wicked--
live not again till the thousand years--the millemn--are finished.

We then stated the legitimate conclusion, that prgaching that
promises a millennium before the second coming ofist is
contrary to Scripture.

We further stated that any preaching that promasesllennium of
peace and joy on this earth even after the secoming of Christ,
is likewise contrary to Scripture. This we shallwng@rove by
scriptures so abundant that to doubt it will be foutioubt the truth
of the Bible.

Let us read again from Thessalonians:

"For the Lord himself shall descend from heaverhwitshout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump ofiGand the dead
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in Christ shall rise first; Then we which are aliaed remain shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds, ézinthe Lord in
the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord."T{fessalonians
4:16-17)

This shows as clearly as language can that alrigfgeous, both
dead and living, are taken away from the earth wtiren Lord

comes, that is, at the beginning of the millennidimey are "caught
up together," "in the clouds," "to meet the Lordhe air;" and they
are not found upon earth again till after the tlamak years are
finished.

As therefore the righteous, whether dead or liviagg all taken
away from the earth when the Lord comes, the questairly

presents itself, What becomes of the wicked onetli¢h when the
Lord comes? The answer is not far to seek, ang itlear and
explicit.

"To you who are troubled rest with us, when thed_desus shall be
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, Imflag fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God, and that nbethe gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ." (2 Thessalonians 1:7-8)

The vengeance of the Lord on the wicked is destmctor says
Christ,

"As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be atsthe days of the
Son of man. They did eat, they drank, they mameaes, they were
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given in marriage, until the day that Noah entared the ark, and
the flood came, and destroyed them all." (Luke @22)

As the flood destroyed all who in the days of Nadleyed not the
Lord; and as the days of Noah were so shall the dayhe Son of
man be; it is certain that when the Lord Jesud Sleatevealed from
heaven in flaming fire, it will be the de structiofh every soul of
man that stands in wickedness.

"Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; theg dat, they drank,
they bought, they sold, they planted, they builiit Bhe same day
that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and briame from
heaven, and destroyed them all. Even so shall ih llee day when
the Son of man is revealed." (Luke 17:28-30)

But were they not warned in the days of Noah? Gi theey all had
ample warning. Noah preached to them all abodthé trouble was
not that they could not know about it, but thatytim®uld not know.
They would not believe what was told them.

It was thus also in Sodom, they would receive mghand believe
nothing, about the destruction that hung over tgailty city. They

could have escaped, had they believed and obeyedhéy would

not believe, nor obey, and the fire and brimstoranmf heaven
destroyed them all; and even thus shall it be enddty when the Son
of man is revealed.
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Christ sends a message to the world, that his agpmiat the doors,
and that this generation shall not pass awayaltilbbe fulfilled. This
message will make ready a people prepared for ¢nd. IBut it will
be believed by but a few, compared to earth's an#li For instead
of believing it and acting accordingly,

"Knowing this first, that there shall come in theestl days scoffers,
walking after their own lusts, And saying, Wherdlhis promise of
his coming? For since the fathers fell asleepthatigs continue as
they were from the beginning of the creation. fas they willingly

are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heaverre of old,
and the earth standing out of the water and inntater; Whereby
the world that then was, being overflowed with wapeerished." (2
Peter 3:3-6)

There is where lies the difficulty, not that they agnorant of these
things, but that they are willingly ignorant. Ittsld them but they
will not know nor believe.

Again we read of the coming of the Lord, and thstde tion of the
wicked on the earth at his coming,

"| saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse;hanthat sat
upon him was called Faithful and True, and in mghisness he
judges and makes war. His eyes were as a flameeofaind on his
head were many crowns; and he had a name writtah,nb man
knew, but he himself. And he was clothed with atwmesdipped in
blood; and his name is called The Word of God. Alnel armies
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which were in heaven followed him upon white hoysesthed in

fine linen, white and clean. And out of his moutbeg a sharp
sword, that with it he should smite the nationsd d&e shall rule
them with a rod of iron; and he treads the winepre$ the

fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And he hashenvesture
and on his thigh a name written, King of kings dmdd of lords...

And | saw the beast, and the kings of the eartd, tArir armies,
gathered together to make war against him thatrs#he horse, and
against his army. And the beast was taken, and mnththe false
prophet that wrought miracles before him, with whiee deceived
them that had received the mark of the beast, dwedn tthat

worshiped his image. These both were cast alive anlake of fire

burning with brimstone. And the remnant were slaith the sword

of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proedeaut of his

mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their $le.” (Revelation

19:11-16,19-21)

The beast here spoken of is the same as the Hiitle" of Daniel 7;
it is the "man of sin,” "the mystery of iniquity,"the son of
perdition,” named by Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:8f8which he
says,

"That Wicked shall be revealed, whom the Lord shatisume with
the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with tireghtness of his
coming." (2 Thessalonians 2:8)

And the "army" here referred to as following then&iof kings and
Lord of lords is the same as that mentioned in:Joel
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"...a great people and a strong; there has not bgen the like,

neither shall be any more after it, even to theryeaf many

generations... The earth shall quake before theemheavens shall
tremble; the sun and the moon shall be dark, aedstars shall
withdraw their shining; And the Lord shall utteshioice before his
army; for his camp is very great; for he is strahgt executes his
word; for the day of the Lord is great and veryibde; and who can
abide it?" (Joel 2:2,10-11)

And all these refer to the same time and peopéd, Baul mentions
in the text before quoted,

"The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven wishmighty
angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on themt tkhow not
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Je&Shusst." (2
Thessalonians 1:7-8)

Speaking of this same time, Revelation says:

"And the heaven departed as a scroll when it ieddlogether; and
every mountain and island were moved out of thizicgs. And the
kings of the earth, and the great men, and themieh, and the chief
captains, and the mighty men, and every bondmadh,earry free
man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rockBeomountains;
And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on ud, l@de us from
the face of him that sits on the throne, and friva Wwrath of the
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Lamb; For the great day of his wrath is come; aho whall be able
to stand?" (Revelation 6:14-17)

This corresponds exactly to the pouring out ofldst of the seven
last plagues when the voice of God announces ti@ftie world:

"The seventh angel poured out his vial into thead there came a
great voice out of the temple of Heaven, from tim@ne, saying, It
is done. And there were voices, and thunders, @idnings; and
there was a great earthquake, such as was notreigcavere upon
the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so gréaid..every island
fled away, and the mountains were not found." (Rt 16:17-
18,20)

Joel speaks of the same time, saying,

"The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and uttes lioice from
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shak;sbakthe Lord
will be the hope of his people, and the strengthhef children of
Israel." (Joel 3:16)

Jeremiah also, tells of this time and what shalltdoeghe wicked
when the day of the Lord comes:

"The Lord shall roar from on high, and utter hisceofrom his holy
habitation; he shall mightily roar upon his habdaaf he shall give a
shout, as they that tread the grapes, againgtalhhabitants of the
earth. A noise shall come even to the ends of dinthefor the Lord
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has a controversy with the nations, he will pleathwall flesh; he
will give them that are wicked to the sword, salge tord. Thus
says the Lord of hosts, Behold, evil shall go fdirihm nation to
nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised wprfrthe coasts of
the earth. And the slain of the Lord shall be at thay from one end
of the earth even unto the other end of the ed#ndy shall not be
lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they df@itlung upon the
ground.”" (Jeremiah 25:30-33)

They shall not be lamented, for there are nonetéefament them.

They shall not be gathered nor buried, because #rer none left to
gather or bury them. All are destroyed as at tbed] and as at the
overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah.

These scriptures certainly show as plainly as thigtsires can, that
at the coming of the Lord, that is to say, at tlegib ning of the
thousand years, all the living wicked upon theleare slain.

And right here is where the views set forth in tReophetic
Conference, lately held at Chicago, are utterlfaatt and ter ribly
misleading. There it was preached, according toStwpture, that
the coming of the Lord will be before the mil leam, which is true.

It was likewise preached according to the Scripttivat wickedness

will increase, that "evil men and seducers shalk warse and
worse," until the coming of the Lord, which is atsoe.

47



And then, contrary to all Scripture, it was preathleat when the
Lord comes, the conversion of the world will beginreality, and
will be accomplished during the thousand years!

That is to say, Men will mock at the law of Goddaate spise the
gospel of Christ, and grow worse and worse atllithe Lord Jesus
comes in the glory of his Father and all the hatgels with him,
and then they all become willing to be convertedérthen, they
are so slow about it that it takes a thousand yeasmscomplish it.

Such doctrine will never do. The Scripture is wii@bainst it, not
only when speaking directly upon the subject, blgo awhen
showing the very consciousness of men when thelizeeghe
presence of the divine. The most righteous of nearelalways been
smitten with fear at the appearance of an angé&auf, and needed
to be reassured by the words of the angel, "Feal Rmw much
more terrible then to the wicked would such an apgece be.

The wicked Belshazzar in the midst of his lascigideast, was
filled with dread and alarm at the sight of onlg fingers of a man's
hand writing on the wall.

And what will be done by the wicked of this worldh@n the heaven
Is torn asunder and there is revealed the facaemfthat sits on the
throne, is shown by a text already quoted, but Werepeat it:

"And the heaven departed as a scroll when it isddiogether. And
the kings of the earth, and the great men, andi¢themen, and the
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chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bamjrand every
free man, hid themselves in the dens and in thé&sraaf the
mountains; And said to the mountains and rocksl, ¢ialus, and
hide us from the face of him that sits on the tktoand from the
wrath of the Lamb." (Revelation 6:14-16)

The fact is, that the wicked would rather have aimtain on them
than to be obliged to stand in the presence ofsCiuten he appears
in his glory. To the wicked in that day a fall ingountain will be
counted a refuge if it will only hide them from tpenetrating gaze
of the righteous Son of God.

"Our God is a consuming fire," and such will heibehat day to
ever soul of man who does not have grace whereby rtay serve
him with reverence and godly fear ( Hebrews 12:98-Aothing

can live in the presence of God, except it be indbwéh life from

God, and made like unto him in His glory.

In that great day when Christ shall appear in higyg every one
who is righteous will be imbued with immortalityy the twinkling
of an eye, and made like him (Philippians 3:2023phn 3:2); and
every one who is wicked will be destroyed with brghtness of his
glory, from one end of the earth to the other ehthe earth, and
shall not be lamented neither gathered nor buried.

"l have no pleasure in the death of him that csags the Lord God,;
wherefore turn yourselves, and live." (Ezekiel 2§:3
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As therefore the righteous, both living and dead,al taken away
from the earth, and the wicked are all slain ugendarth, when the
Lord comes, and as the wicked live not againhidl thousand years
are finished, it would reasonably follow that tleath would then be
left without inhabitants.

That is exactly what the Scripture declares, batphoof of it will
come in the next chapter.
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Chapter 6
What Isthe Millennium?

We have seen by the Scriptures that at the secamdhg of Christ,
and the consequent resurrection of the righteoad:de

1. The thousand years--the millennium--begins (&sBalonians
4:16-17; Revelation 20:4-6);

2. All the living wicked on the earth are slain Thessalonians
1:7-8; Revelation 19:11-21; 16:14-17; Jeremiah @R3);

3. None of the wicked live any more until the thand years are
finished (Revelation 20:5, 7-9);

Therefore the conclusion certainly follows that tearth is left
utterly desolate, and without a human inhabitantnduthe whole
millennium. That this is not only the certain carstbn from correct
premises, but is also the positive showing oftadl Ecripture on the
subject, it is the purpose of this article to show.

God said of Babylon:
"For | will rise up against them, says the Lordhofts, and cut off

from Babylon the name, and remnant, and son, apdave, says the
Lord. | will also make it a possession for the daiti, and pools of
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water; and | will sweep it with the besom of destion, says the
Lord of hosts." (Isaiah 14:22-23)

This word everybody knows has been fulfilled to feetion.
Babylon has lain for ages a ruin, a desolation, aama@stonishment.
It has been swept with "the besom of destruction.”

And thus says the Lord:

"This is the purpose that is purposed upon the &kalkth; and this
Is the hand that is stretched out upon all theonati27 For the Lord
of hosts has purposed, and who shall disannulnt? as hand is
stretched out, and who shall turn it back?" (Isdidi26-27)

The ruin and desolation of ancient Babylon lie toéa a mighty
object lesson teaching the inhabitants of the watat this earth is
yet to be, and that during the millennium.

Again we read:

"Behold, the Lord makes the earth empty, and m#tkesste, and
turns it upside down, and scatters abroad the ahitants thereof.
And it shall be, as with the people, so with theegir as with the
servant, so with his master; as with the maid, gb ter mistress;
as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with légreder, so with the
borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with theeg of usury to
him. The land shall be utterly emptied, and uttexwiled; for the
Lord has spoken this word... The earth is utterpkbn down, the
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earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exaghd The earth
shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shallremoved like a
cottage; and the transgression thereof shall beyhaaon it; and it
shall fall, and not rise again. And it shall cormeptss in that day,
that the Lord shall punish the host of the highsotiiat are on high,
and the kings of the earth upon the earth. And eyl be gathered
together, as]prisoners are gathered in the pit,shiadl be shut up in
the prison, and after many days shall they beedsit(lsaiah 24:1-
3,19-22)

The Revised Version reads, "after many days thesll sbe
punished," which is really the correct idea, foe tHebrew word is
the same one just before translated "punish.”

Thus Isaiah 24:19-22 is identical with Revelati@nll/-21 and 20:5,
7-9, and shows the desolation of the earth, anguheshment of the
living wicked when the Lord Jesus shall be revedtech Heaven,
with his mighty angels taking vengeance on therhkhaw not God
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord JesussChri

The prisoners shall be gathered together in théopdeath) for they
live not till the thousand years are finished; "after many days,
shall they be punished," after the thousand yéairs,

"...when the thousand years are expired, Satahlsh&bosed out of
his prison, And shall go out to deceive the natishgch are in the
four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gatiem together
to battle; the number of whom is as the sand ofsdwe And fire
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came down from God out of Heaven, and devoured them
(Revelation 20:7-9)

It is certain therefore that this earth is to beny empty and utterly
spoiled of all human inhabitants during the millermn.

This time of ruin, of wasteness, and of desolaisoithe great day of
the Lord," so often spoken of in the Bible. Althbuipe great day of
the Lord is somewhat more than exactly a thousaaasyin length,
yet the millennium is the greater part of that ¢=y.

The great day of the Lord begins about a year betoe coming of
Christ, that is, about a year before the one thwiisaears proper
begin.

It begins with the outpouring of the first vial tife wrath of God,
that is, the first of the seven last plagues, lerwine of the wrath of
God is the seven last plagues ( Revelation 14:918; 16:1-21).
And at the last of the seven last plagues the greiae of God is
heard saying, "It is done."

Then Christ comes, the earth is made desolateisaeft empty for
the thousand years; then follows the resurrectrah destruction of
the wicked upon the burning earth.

So that the great day of the Lord begins a sha@a$@® before, and
continues a short season after, the exact peridkdeobne thousand
years.
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Therefore as the millennium is the greater parthef great day of
the Lord, whatever is said of the condition of gaath in the great
day of the Lord, describes the condition of thetreauring the
millennium.

Of this time Joel exclaims,

"Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in rngly
mountain; let all the inhabitants of the land tréenlfor the day of
the Lord comes, for it is nigh at hand; A day ofliess and of
gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darknassthe morning
spread upon the mountains." (Joel 2:1-2)

Then he speaks of

"...a great people and a strong; there has not bgen the like,
neither shall be any more after it, even to theryeaf many
generations. A fire devours before them; and beltinsan a flame
burns: the land is as the garden of Eden befor,tlad behind
them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing gsathpe them...
And the Lord shall utter his voice before his arrfor; his camp is
very great; for he is strong that executes his wimndthe day of the
Lord is great and very terrible; and who can abt@é (Joel 2:2-
3,11)

This is identical with Revelation 19:11-21, andsthrmy is the same
as "the armies which were in Heaven," and whichofupvhite
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horses" follow the King of kings and Lord of lorddien he comes
in his glory taking vengeance on them that know@&ot, and that
obey not the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

It is certain, then, that the second coming ofltbed introduces a
time of darkness and gloominess, and of cloudsthic# darkness
upon the earth.

This is further shown by Zephaniah:

"The great day of the Lord is neatr, it is near, hastes greatly, even
the voice of the day of the Lord; the mighty mamlklery there
bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, a day of tskeuand distress, a
day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkaresgloominess,
a day of clouds and thick darkness, A day of tbenfret and alarm
against the fenced cities, and against the higretewAnd | will
bring distress upon men, that they shall walk likend men,
because they have sinned against the Lord; andllued shall be
poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dunghétetheir silver
nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in tlay of the Lord's
wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by fine of his
jealousy; for he shall make even a speedy riddahed them that
dwell in the land... I will utterly consume all tilgs from off the
land, says the Lord. | will consume man and beastjl consume
the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea the
stumblingblocks with the wicked; and | will cut affan from off the
land, says the Lord." (Zephaniah 1:14-18,2-3)
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As the result of all this, the condition of the thars as seen and
described by Jeremiah:

"l beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without foramd void; and the
heavens, and they had no light. | beheld the mamsjtand, lo, they
trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. | behedahd, lo, there was
no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fledheld, and, lo,
the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all theesithereof were
broken down at the presence of the Lord, and byfibise anger.
For thus has the Lord said, The whole land shatldsolate; yet will
| not make a full end. For this shall the earth moand the heavens
above be black; because | have spoken it, | havpopad it, and
will not repent, neither will | turn back from ithe whole city shall
f lee for the noise of the horsemen and bowmery gmall go into
thickets, and climb up upon the rocks; every chiglsbe forsaken,
and not a man dwell therein." (Jeremiah 4:23-29)

These scriptures certainly show that at the seconang of Christ,
the earth will be swept with the besom of destorgtmade empty,
and left utterly desolate with not a man to dwedrein.

More passages might be quoted to the same effgicgsosuredly it
IS not necessary. If these passages do not makpdim clear, what
could make it so? If the Lord wanted to de clarentn that at his
second coming to this world, he would make theheamste, and
desolate, and empty, and leave it utterly withomortaan to dwell in it,
how would it be possible for him to tell it moreapily or more
strongly than he has told it in the texts citedP@are:
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"I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without foramd void; and the
heavens, and they had no light," (Jeremiah 4:23)

with

"The earth was without form, and void; and darkngas upon the
face of the deep." (Genesis 1:2)

At the end of the world, that is, at the second iognof Christ, the
earth is to be brought back to the waste, formless] void
condition in which it stood at the beginning, everelight shone on
it. And so it will remain for a thousand years, asuach is the
millennium upon the earth.

Such in reality is the "millennium" to which thelpit of these last
days is looking as a time of peace and safetyhastime of its
triumph in the conversion of the world; and witke thope of which
it is deluding both itself and the world, for suahhope is like a
spider's web.
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