BOOK 4

FROM THE REJECTION OF
THAT GENERATION TO THE
DEATH OF MOSES

Flavius Josephus



Chapter 1
Fight of the Hebrews With the Canaanites

1. Now this life of the Hebrews in the wildernesaswso disagreeable
and troublesome to them, and they were so uneasythat although God
had forbidden them to meddle with the Canaanites,cpuld they not be
persuaded to be obedient to the words of Moses, tande quiet; but
supposing they should be able to beat their enemvidsout his approbation,
they accused him, and suspected that he made busisess to keep in a
distressed condition, that they might always standeed of his assistance.
Accordingly they resolved to fight with the Canadasj and said that God
gave them his assistance, not out of regard to Medgatercessions, but
because he took care of their entire nation, omwdcof their forefathers,
whose affairs he took under his own conduct; as, dlsat it was on account
of their own virtue that he had formerly procurdakrm their liberty, and
would be assisting to them, now they were williogdke pains for it. They
also said that they were possessed of abilitiefcrrit for the conquest of
their enemies, although Moses should have a mindliemate God from
them; that, however, it was for their advantagédaheir own masters, and
not so far to rejoice in their deliverance from thdignities they endured
under the Egyptians, as to bear the tyranny of Bloser them, and to suffer
themselves to be deluded, and live according tepleiasure, as though God
did only foretell what concerns us out of his kieds to him, as if they were
not all the posterity of Abraham; that God made hillone the author of all
the knowledge we have, and we must still learnoitif him; that it would be
a piece of prudence to oppose his arrogant preterssed to put their
confidence in God, and to resolve to take possessidhat land which he
had promised them, and not to give ear to him, whahis account, and
under the pretense of Divine authority, forbadentts® to do. Considering,
therefore, the distressed state they were in &epteand that in those desert
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places they were still to expect things would bersgowith them, they
resolved to fight with the Canaanites, as subngttonly to God, their
supreme Commander, and not waiting for any assstaftfom their
legislator.

2. When, therefore, they had come to this resatutas being best for
them, they went against their enemies; but thosenees were not dismayed
either at the attack itself, or at the great mudtg that made it, and received
them with great courage. Many of the Hebrews wki@;sand the remainder
of the army, upon the disorder of their troops,eveursued, and fled, after a
shameful manner, to their camp. Whereupon this peebed misfortune
made them quite despond; and they hoped for nottiiag was good; as
gathering from it, that this affliction came frornet wrath of God, because
they rashly went out to war without his approbation

3. But when Moses saw how deeply they were affeatié this defeat,
and being afraid lest the enemies should grow @malpon this victory, and
should be desirous of gaining still greater glagd should attack them, he
resolved that it was proper to withdraw the armtp ithe wilderness to a
further distance from the Canaanites: so the mdkiitgave themselves up
again to his conduct, for they were sensible tWi#hout his care for them,
their affairs could not be in a good condition; amel caused the host to
remove, and he went further into the wildernessingending there to let
them rest, and not to permit them to fight the Gaitas before God should
afford them a more favorable opportunity.



Chapter 2

The Sedition of Corah and of
the Multitude Against Moses

1. That which is usually the case of great arnmaesl, especially upon ill
success, to be hard to be pleased, and governé&ddifiiculty, did now
befall the Jews; for they being in number six headdthousand, and by
reason of their great multitude not readily subjectheir governors, even in
prosperity, they at this time were more than usuatigry, both against one
another and against their leader, because of #teeds they were in, and the
calamities they then endured. Such a sedition ogkrthem, as we have not
the like example either among the Greeks or théd&ans, by which they
were in danger of being all destroyed, but werewrtbstanding saved by
Moses, who would not remember that he had beenstlstoned to death by
them. Nor did God neglect to prevent their ruint, bwtwithstanding the
indignities they had offered their legislator ahd taws, and disobedience to
the commandments which he had sent them by Moseselvered them
from those terrible calamities which, without hi®ydential care, had been
brought upon them by this sedition. So | will fiestplain the cause whence
this sedition arose, and then will give an accaudrthe sedition itself; as also
of what settlements made for their government dfteas over.

2. Corah, a Hebrew of principal account, both s/ family and by his
wealth, one that was also able to speak well, amgl that could easily
persuade the people by his speeches, saw that Mases an exceeding
great dignity, and was at it, and envied him on Hwaount, (he of the same
tribe with Moses, and of kin to him,) was partiatjagrieved, because he
thought he better deserved that honorable postcoauat of great riches,
and not inferior to him in his birth. So he raisedlamor against him among
the Levites, who were of the same tribe, and amuoisgkindred, saying,
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“That it was a very sad thing that they should mak Moses, while hunted
after and paved the way to glory for himself, agdlbarts should obtain it,

under the pretense of God's command, while, contcalaws, he had given
the priesthood to Aaron, the common suffrage ofrthdtitude, but by his

own vote, as bestowing dignities in a way on whapleased.” He added,
"That this concealed way of imposing on them wasléato be borne than if
it had been done by an open force upon them, bedagislid now not only

their power without their consent, but even theyevanapprised of his
contrivances against them; for whosoever is comscio himself that he
deserves any dignity, aims to get it by persuasama not by an arrogant
method of violence; those that believe it impossilal obtain honors justly,
make a show of goodness, and do not introduce ,fngeby cunning tricks

grow wickedly powerful. That it was proper for thmultitude to punish such
men, even while they think themselves concealethéir designs, and not
suffer them to gain strength till they have themtfeeir open enemies. For
what account,” added he, "is Moses able to give; i has bestowed the
priesthood on Aaron and his sons? for if God hadrdened to bestow that
honor on one of the tribe of Levi, | am more wortfyit than he is; | myself

being equal to Moses by my family, and superidmito both in riches and in

age: but if God had determined to bestow it ondldest be, that of Reuben
might have it most justly; and then Dathan, andréi, and [On, the son of]
Peleth, would have it; for these are the oldest ofdhat tribe, and potent on
account of their great wealth also."

3. Now Corah, when he said this, had a mind to appetake care of
the public welfare, but in reality he was endeawpito procure to have that
dignity transferred by the multitude to himself. uBhdid he, out of a
malignant design, but with discourse to those efdwn tribe; when these
words did gradually spread to more people, and wherhearers still added
to what tended to the scandals that were cast thpowhole army was full
of them. Now of those that conspired with Coraleréhwere two hundred
and fifty, and those of the principal men also, wirere eager to have the
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priesthood taken away from Moses's brother, arfaritay him into disgrace:
nay, the multitude themselves were provoked todultisus, and attempted
to stone Moses, wad gathered themselves togettegraad indecent manner,
with confusion and disorder. And now all were, irtuanultuous manner,
raising a before the tabernacle of God, to progethé tyrant, and to relieve
the multitude from their slavery under him who, andolor of the Divine
laid violent injunctions upon them; for had it be@od who chose one that
was to the office of a priest, he would have raisexson to that dignity, and
would not produced such a one as was inferior toynahers nor have given
him that office; and that in he had judged it 6t hestow it on Aaron, he
would have permitted it to the multitude to bestbwand not have left it to
be bestowed by his own brother.

4. Now although Moses had a great while ago foreses calumny of
Corah, and had seen the people were irritatedygsthe not affrighted at it;
but being of good courage, because given them mglice about their
affairs, and knowing that his brother had been madeaker of the
priesthood at the command of God, and not by hia ¢avor to him, he
came to the assembly; and as for the multitudesale not a word to them,
but spake as loud to Corah as he could; and betng skillful in making
speeches, and having this natural talent, amongrsytthat he could greatly
move the multitude with his discourses, he saidCtah, both thou and all
these with thee (pointing to the two hundred arfty fmen) seem to be
worthy of this honor; nor do | pretend but thatstinhole company may be
worthy of the like dignity, although they may nat bo rich or so great as
you are: nor have | taken and given this officentp brother because he
excelled others in riches, for thou exceedest Uk bothe greatness of thy
wealth; (1) nor indeed because he was of an emifaenily, for God, by
giving us the same common ancestor, has made miliga equal: nay, nor
was it out of brotherly affection, which anothergimi yet have justly done;
for certainly, unless | had bestowed this honor @utegard to God, and to
his laws, | had not passed by myself, and givea &nother, as being nearer
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of kin to myself than to my brother, and having laser intimacy with
myself than | have with him; for surely it wouldtrize a wise thing for me to
expose myself to the dangers of offending, and éstdw the happy
employment on this account upon another. But | duovea such base
practices: nor would God have overlooked this ma#ted seen himself thus
despised; nor would he have suffered you to bergriamf what you were to
do, in order to please him; but he hath himselfseimoone that is to perform
that sacred office to him, and thereby freed umftbat care. So that it was
not a thing that | pretend to give, but only acoogdo the determination of
God; | therefore propose it still to be contendedldy such as please to put
in for it, only desiring that he who has been asegreferred, and has
already obtained it, may be allowed now also toemfhimself for a
candidate. He prefers your peace, and your livimgpout sedition, to this
honorable employment, although in truth it was withur approbation that
he obtained it; for though God were the donordgetve not offend when we
think fit to accept it with your good-will; yet wddli it have been an instance
of impiety not to have taken that honorable emplegtrwhen he offered it;
nay, it had been exceedingly unreasonable, when l@&odthought fit any
one should have it for all time to come, and hadlen& secure and firm to
him, to have refused it. However, he himself wilige again who it shall be
whom he would have to offer sacrifices to him, amdhave the direction of
matters of religion; for it is absurd that Corahhownis ambitious of this
honor, should deprive God of the power of givingpitwvhom he pleases. Put
an end, therefore, to your sedition and disturbamethis account; and
tomorrow morning do every one of you that desire phiesthood bring a
censer from home, and come hither with incensefamadand do thou, O
Corah, leave the judgment to God, and await toose&hich side he will
give his determination upon this occasion, but @b thou make thyself
greater than God. Do thou also come, that thisesbrabout this honorable
employment may receive determination. And | suppesenay admit Aaron
without offense, to offer himself to this scrutingince he is of the same
lineage with thyself, and has done nothing in lmisgthood that can be liable
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to exception. Come ye therefore together, and of@err incense in public
before all the people; and when you offer it, heoséh sacrifice God shall
accept shall be ordained to the priesthood, antl sbaclear of the present

calumny on Aaron, as if | had granted him that fakecause he was my
brother."

Footnote:

1. Reland here takes notice, that although our Bikdgslittle or nothing of

these riches of Corah, yet that both the Jews aaldolkhmedans, as well
as Josephus, are full of it.



Chapter 3

Those That Stirred Up This Sedition Were
Destroyed

1. When Moses had said this, the multitude left i€ turbulent
behavior they had indulged, and the suspicion thag of Moses, and
commended what he had said; for those proposals g@od, and were so
esteemed of the people. At that time therefore thisgolved the assembly.
But on the next day they came to the congregaiioorder to be present at
the sacrifice, and at the determination that wavdomade between the
candidates for the priesthood. Now this congreggbimved a turbulent one,
and the multitude were in great suspense in expagctaf what was to be
done; for some of them would have been pleased okdd had been
convicted of evil practices, but the wiser sortidb that they might be
delivered from the present disorder and disturbafmethey were afraid,
that if this sedition went on, the good order dditrsettiement would rather
be destroyed; but the whole body of the people dturally delight in
clamors against their governors, and, by changmaiy topinions upon the
harangues of every speaker, disturb the publigtréiity. And now Moses
sent messengers for Abiram and Dathan, and ordbeesd to come to the
assembly, and wait there for the holy offices thate to be performed. But
they answered the messenger, that they would rey bls summons; nay,
would not overlook Moses's behavior, who was grogwtimo great for them
by evil practices. Now when Moses heard of thigrtaeswer, he desired the
heads of the people to follow him, and he wentfaction of Dathan, not
thinking it any frightful thing at all to go to tee insolent people; so they
made no opposition, but went along with him. Buttiaa, and his
associates, when they understood that Moses angriti@pal of the people
were coming to them, came out, with their wives ahddren, and stood
before their tents, and looked to see what Mosesldvdo. They had also
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their servants about them to defend themselvesase Moses should use
force against them.

2. But he came near, and lifted up his hands towdm®eaand cried out
with a loud voice, in order to be heard by the wholultitude, and said, "O
Lord of the creatures that are in the heaven, enegdwth, and in the sea; for
thou art the most authentic withess to what | hdmee, that it has all been
done by thy appointment, and that it was thou #ffdrdedst us assistance
when we attempted any thing, and showedst merctherHebrews in all
their distresses; do thou come now, and hear atlltsay, for no action or
thought escapes thy knowledge; so that thou wildisdain to speak what is
true, for my vindication, without any regard to tinegrateful imputations of
these men. As for what was done before | was ktboy knowest best, as
not learning them by report, but seeing them, agidd present with them
when they were done; but for what has been dorlatef and which these
men, although they know them well enough, unjuptigtend to suspect, be
thou my witness. When | lived a private quiet lifdeft those good things
which, by my own diligence, and by thy counselnjoged with Raguel my
father-in-law; and | gave myself up to this peop@d underwent many
miseries on their account. | also bore great laladf&st, in order to obtain
liberty for them, and now in order to their presgron; and have always
showed myself ready to assist them in every distres theirs. Now,
therefore, since | am suspected by those very ntess&vbeing is owing to
my labors, come thou, as it is reasonable to hbpe wilt; thou, | say, who
showedst me that fire at mount Sinai, and madedbrhear its voice, and to
see the several wonders which that place afforded wwho commandedst
me to go to Egypt, and declare thy will to this jpkeo thou who disturbest
the happy estate of the Egyptians, and gavest ai®piportunity of flying
away from our under them, and madest the dominfdPharaoh inferior to
my dominion; thou who didst make the sea dry lamdufs, when we knew
not whither to go, and didst overwhelm the Egyianth those destructive
waves which had been divided for us; thou who dimksgtow upon us the
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security of weapons when we were naked; thou wist dnake the fountains
that were corrupted to flow, so as to be fit foinking, and didst furnish us
with water that came out of the rocks, when we wensant of it; thou who
didst preserve our lives with [quails, which wasbd from the sea, when the
fruits of the ground failed us; thou didst sendsush food from heaven as
had never been seen before; thou who didst suggest the knowledge of
thy laws, and appoint to us a of government, - comoel, | say, O Lord of
the whole world, and that as such a Judge and agdstto me as cannot be
bribed, and show how | never admitted of any giftiast justice from any of
the Hebrews; and have never condemned a man tlyht o have been
acquitted, on account of one that was rich; anceheewver attempted to hurt
this commonwealth. | am now and am suspected loihg the remotest from
my intentions, as if | had given the preisthood\&ron, not at thy command,
but out own favor to him; do thou at this time derstoate that all things are
administered by thy providence and that nothingpleas by chance, but is
governed by thy will, and thereby attains its ead:also demonstrate that
thou takest care that have done good to the Hebdmwmsonstrate this, | say,
by the punishment of Abiram and Dathan, who condeimee as an
insensible Being, and one overcome by my contrigandhis thou do by
inflicting such an open punishment on these men stanadly fly in the
face of thy glory, as will take them out of the Vdpmot in an manner, but so
that it may appear they do die after the mannetloér men: let that ground
which they tread upon open about them and consurmem,twith their
families and goods. This will be a demonstratiothgf power to all and this
method of their sufferings will be an instructioh wisdom for those that
entertain profane sentiments of thee. By this méahsll be a good servant,
in the precepts thou hast given by me. But if thieimnies they have raised
against me be true, mayst thou preserve these mendvery evil accident,
and bring all that destruction on me which | hangiecated upon them.
And when thou hast inflicted punishment on thos# thave endeavored to
deal unjustly with this people, bestow upon themcood and peace. Save
this multitude that follow thy commandments, andgarve them free from
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harm, and let them not partake of the punishmenhade that have sinned;
for thou knowest thyself it is not just, that fdretwickedness of those men
the whole body of the Israelites should suffer pament."”

3. When Moses had said this, with tears in his etf@s ground was
moved on a sudden; and the agitation that setmtahon was like that which
the wind produces in waves of the sea. The people all aftrighted; and
the ground that was about their tents sunk dowthetgreat noise, with a
terrible sound, and carried whatsoever was dedhdcseditious into itself,
who so entirely perished, that there was not tlastl@ppearance that any
man had ever been seen there, the earth that leactdptself about them,
closing again, and becoming entire as it was befosmmuch that such as
saw it afterward did not perceive that any suchdeect had happened to it.
Thus did these men perish, and become a demonostratithe power of
God. And truly, any one would lament them, not oaly account of this
calamity that befell them, which yet deserves ocammmiseration, but also
because their kindred were pleased with their goffs; for they forgot the
relation they bare to them, and at the sight of #ad accident approved of
the judgment given against them; and because thaketl upon the people
about Dathan as pestilent men, they thought theighpd as such, and did
not grieve for them.

4. And now Moses called for those that contendemliathe priesthood,
that trial might be made who should be priest, drat he whose sacrifice
God was best pleased with might be ordained to fuattion. There
attended two hundred and fifty men, who indeed weoaored by the
people, not only on account of the power of theicestors, but also on
account of their own, in which they excelled théers: Aaron also and
Corah came forth, and they all offered incensethivse censers of theirs
which they brought with them, before the tabernaklereupon so great a
fire shone out as no one ever saw in any that denfy the hand of man,
neither in those eruptions out of the earth that@used by subterraneous
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burn-rags, nor in such fires as arise of their @eoord in the woods, when
the agitation is caused by the trees rubbing oagnaganother: but this fire
was very bright, and had a terrible flame, sucklsdsndled at the command
of God; by whose irruption on them, all the compaagd Corah himself,
were destroyed, (1) and this so entirely, thatrthery bodies left no remains
behind them. Aaron alone was preserved, and natl dturt by the fire,
because it was God that sent the fire to burn tlwode who ought to be
burned. Hereupon Moses, after these men were gediravas desirous that
the memory of this judgment might be delivered ddwmposterity, and that
future ages might be acquainted with it; and sedrmamanded Eleazar, the
son of Aaron, to put their censers near the braitan, that they might be a
memorial to posterity of what these men sufferen, dupposing that the
power of God might be eluded. And thus Aaron was no longer esteemed
to have the priesthood by the favor of Moses, lyuthle public judgment of
God; and thus he and his children peaceably enjthagchonor afterward.

Footnote:

1. It appears here, and from the Samaritan Pentatauch,in effect, from
the psalmist, as also from the Apostolical Constihs, from Clement's
First Epistle to the Corinthians, from Ignatius'gpidile to the
Magnesians, and from Eusebius, that Corah waswaltasved up with
the Reubenites, but burned with the Levites ofdws tribe. See Essay
on the Old Testament, p. 64, 65.
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Chapter 4

The Thirty-Eight Years in the Wilderness

1. However, this sedition was so far from ceasipgruthis destruction,
that it grew much stronger, and became more irdbler And the occasion
of its growing worse was of that nature, as madikety the calamity would
never cease, but last for a long time; for the nimglieving already that
nothing is done without the providence of God, vdobbve it that these
things came thus to pass not without God's favavtses; they therefore
laid the blame upon him that God was so angry,thatthis happened not
so much because of the wickedness of those tha puarished, as because
Moses procured the punishment; and that these radnbken destroyed
without any sin of theirs, only because they weralaus about the Divine
worship; as also, that he who had been the caudleisofliminution of the
people, by destroying so many men, and those tret excellent of them all,
besides his escaping any punishment himself, hadgieen the priesthood
to his brother so firmly, that nobody could anydendispute it with him; for
no one else, to be sure, could now put in forriges he must have seen those
that first did so to have miserably perished. N#ggides this, the kindred of
those that were destroyed made great entreatigh® toultitude to abate the
arrogance of Moses, because it would be safeshéon so to do.

2. Now Moses, upon his hearing for a good whilg tha people were
tumultuous, was afraid that they would attempt sartieer innovation, and
that some great and sad calamity would be the qolesee. He called the
multitude to a congregation, and patiently hearchtwdpology they had to
make for themselves, without opposing them, arsllést he should imbitter
the multitude: he only desired the heads of tHeegito bring their rods, (1)
with the names of their tribes inscribed upon themg that he should
receive the priesthood in whose rod God should gis@n. This was agreed
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to. So the rest brought their rods, as did Aarsn,alvho had written the tribe
of Levi on his rod. These rods Moses laid up intdieernacle of God. On the
next day he brought out the rods, which were knénem one another by
those who brought them, they having distinctly doteem, as had the
multitude also; and as to the rest, in the sanma fdoses had received them,
in that they saw them still; but they also saw badd branches grown out of
Aaron's rod, with ripe fruits upon them; they watenonds, the rod having
been cut out of that tree. The people were so anazé¢his strange sight,
that though Moses and Aaron were before under stegese of hatred, they
now laid that hatred aside, and began to admirejudgment of God
concerning them; so that hereafter they applaudealt i6od had decreed,
and permitted Aaron to enjoy the priesthood pedgeabnd thus God
ordained him priest three several times, and hamed that honor without
further disturbance. And hereby this sedition of tHebrews, which had
been a great one, and had lasted a great whileatdast composed.

3. And now Moses, because the tribe of Levi wasearfage from war
and warlike expeditions, and was set apart fordhene worship, lest they
should want and seek after the necessaries ofalfé,so neglect the temple,
commanded the Hebrews, according to the will of Gibht when they
should gain the possession of the land of Can&ay, $hould assign forty-
eight good and fair cities to the Levites; and perimem to enjoy their
suburbs, as far as the limit of two thousand cubitsild extend from the
walls of the city. And besides this, he appointealt the people should pay
the tithe of their annual fruits of the earth, baththe Levites and to the
priests. And this is what that tribe receives o thultitude; but | think it
necessary to set down what is paid by all, pedultarthe priests.

4. Accordingly he commanded the Levites to yield tapthe priests
thirteen of their forty-eight cities, and to setadpfor them the tenth part of
the tithes which they every year receive of thepbeaas also, that it was but
just to offer to God the first-fruits of the entipgoduct of the ground; and
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that they should offer the first-born of those fdooted beasts that are
appointed for sacrifices, if it be a male, to theegts, to be slain, that they
and their entire families may eat them in the haty; but that the owners of
those first-born which are not appointed for samg in the laws of our
country, should bring a shekel and a half in tise®ad: but for the first-born
of a man, five shekels: that they should also haeefirst-fruits out of the
shearing of the sheep; and that when any baked loega, and made loaves
of it, they should give somewhat of what they ha#dal to them. Moreover,
when any have made a sacred vow, | mean thoseatbatalled Nazarites,
that suffer their hair to grow long, and use noeayiwhen they consecrate
their hair, (2) and offer it for a sacrifice, thaye to allot that hair for the
priests [to be thrown into the fire]. Such alsadaslicate themselves to God,
as a corban, which denotes what the Greeks calfftavwghen they are
desirous of being freed from that ministration, &réay down money for the
priests; thirty shekels if it be a woman, and fiftyt be a man; but if any be
too poor to pay the appointed sum, it shall be l&vibr the priests to
determine that sum as they think fit. And if angysbeasts at home for a
private festival, but not for a religious one, tleg obliged to bring the maw
and the cheek, [or breast,] and the right shoutdethe sacrifice, to the
priests. With these Moses contrived that the pmiestould be plentifully
maintained, besides what they had out of thoseain{fe for sins which the
people gave them, as | have set it down in thegfmrg book. He also
ordered, that out of every thing allotted for threegts, their servants, [their
sons,] their daughters, and their wives, shoultbgar as well as themselves,
excepting what came to them out of the sacrifibas were offered for sins;
for of those none but the males of the family @& griests might eat, and this
in the temple also, and that the same day they oféze=d.

5. When Moses had made these constitutions, dfeerseédition was
over, he removed, together with the whole army, earde to the borders of
Idumea. He then sent ambassadors to the king dfithreeans, and desired
him to give him a passage through his country; agreéed to send him what
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hostages he should desire, to secure him fromjaryirHe desired him also,
that he would allow his army liberty to buy prowss; and, if he insisted
upon it, he would pay down a price for the veryavdhey should drink. But
the king was not pleased with this embassage frasdgl nor did he allow a
passage for the army, but brought his people anmedeet Moses, and to
hinder them, in case they should endeavor to fohedr passage. Upon
which Moses consulted God by the oracle, who waudtlhave him begin
the war first; and so he withdrew his forces, aravdled round about
through the wilderness.

6. Then it was that Miriam, the sister of Mosesneao her end, having
completed her fortieth year (3) since she left Eggp the first (4) day of the
lunar month Xanthicus. They then made a public fainfor her, at a great
expense. She was buried upon a certain mountaichvthey call Sin: and
when they had mourned for her thirty days, Mosa#ipd the people after
this manner: He brought a heifer that had neven losed to the plough or to
husbandry, that was complete in all its parts, emtitely of a red color, at a
little distance from the camp, into a place peHectean. This heifer was
slain by the high priest, and her blood sprinklathwis finger seven times
before the tabernacle of God, after this, the ertieifer was burnt in that
state, together with its skin and entrails; andytbeew cedar-wood, and
hyssop, and scarlet wool, into the midst of the; fihen a clean man gathered
all her ashes together, and laid them in a placdeg®/ clean. When
therefore any persons were defiled by a dead bibay, put a little of these
ashes into spring water, with hyssop, and, dippag of these ashes in it,
they sprinkled them with it, both on the third dayd on the seventh, and
after that they were clean. This he enjoined thema also when the tribes
should come into their own land.

7. Now when this purification, which their leaderade upon the
mourning for his sister, as it has been now deedrilivas over, he caused the
army to remove and to march through the wilderraass through Arabia;
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and when he came to a place which the Arabian®mstheir metropolis,

which was formerly called Arce, but has now the aarhPetra, at this place,
which was encompassed with high mountains, Aarom wp one of them in

the sight of the whole army, Moses having befolg bom that he was to die,
for this place was over against them. He put adfgontifical garments, and
delivered them to Eleazar his son, to whom the lpgbsthood belonged,
because he was the elder brother; and died wrelenititude looked upon
him. He died in the same year wherein he lostisiers having lived in all a

hundred twenty and three years. He died on thedag of that lunar month
which is called by the Athenians Hecatombaeon,heyMacedonians Lous,
but by the Hebrews Abba.

Footnotes:

1. Concerning these twelve rods of the twelve tribédsoael, see St.
Clement's account, much larger than that in oufeBikl Epist. sect. 45;
as is Josephus's present account in measure &sger

2. Grotius, on Numbers 6:18, takes notice that theel&also, aswell as
the Jews, sometimes consecrated the hair of teanidito the gods.

3. Josephus here uses this phrase, "when the foyeethwas completed,”
for when it was begun; as does St. Luke when tlyeofi#entecost was
completed," Acts 2:1.

4. Whether Miriam died, as Josephus's. Greek copigdyjnon the first
day of the month, may be doubted, because the tapies say it was
on the tenth, and so say the Jewish calendarsasd0;. Bernard assures
us. It is said her sepulcher is still extant nestrd the old capital city of
Arabia Petraea, at this day; as also that of Aamonfar off.
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Chapter 5

How Moses Conquered Sihon and Og

1. The people mourned for Aaron thirty days, anagmvthis mourning
was over, Moses removed the army from that pland, came to the river
Arnon, which, issuing out of the mountains of A@band running through
all that wilderness, falls into the lake Asphadtitand becomes the limit
between the land of the Moabites and the land @fAmorites. This land is
fruitful, and sufficient to maintain a great numbar men, with the good
things it produces. Moses therefore sent messetg&iton, the king of this
country, desiring that he would grant his army aspge, upon what security
he should please to require; he promised that baldlbe no way injured,
neither as to that country which Sihon governed asato its inhabitants; and
that he would buy his provisions at such a priceshsuld be to their
advantage, even though he should desire to sett their very water. But
Sihon refused his offer, and put his army intolbadtray, and was preparing
every thing in order to hinder their passing ovend.

2. When Moses saw that the Amorite king was dispdseenter upon
hostilities with them, he thought he ought not teab that insult; and,
determining to wean the Hebrews from their indotentper, and prevent the
disorders which arose thence, which had been thasan of their former
sedition, (nor indeed were they now thoroughly emsyheir minds,) he
inquired of God, whether he would give him leavdigit? which when he
had done, and God also promised him the victorywlas himself very
courageous, and ready to proceed to fighting. Adinglty he encouraged the
soldiers; and he desired of them that they wolktd the pleasure of fighting,
now God gave them leave so to do. They then, upenréceipt of this
permission, which they so much longed for, put loartwhole armor, and
set about the work without delay. But the Amoritegkwas not now like to
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himself when the Hebrews were ready to attack bum;both he himself was
affrighted at the Hebrews, and his army, which befdvad showed
themselves to be of good courage, were then foarzettimorous: so they
could not sustain the first onset, nor bear upresjahe Hebrews, but fled
away, as thinking this would afford them a moreljkway for their escape
than fighting, for they depended upon their citfjch were strong, from
which yet they reaped no advantage when they waed to fly to them;
for as soon as the Hebrews saw them giving grotimely immediately
pursued them close; and when they had broken theks, they greatly
terrified them, and some of them broke off from tést, and ran away to the
cities. Now the Hebrews pursued them briskly, abstioately persevered in
the labors they had already undergone; and being siallful in slinging,
and very dexterous in throwing of darts, or anynghelse of that kind, and
also having nothing but light armor, which madenthguick in the pursuit,
they overtook their enemies; and for those thaeweost remote, and could
not be overtaken, they reached them by their slarg their bows, so that
many were slain; and those that escaped the skugkte sorely wounded,
and these were more distressed with thirst thahn anty of those that fought
against them, for it was the summer season; .arehwlne greatest number
of them were brought down to the river out of aide® drink, as also when
others fled away by troops, the Hebrews came rali@ch, and shot at them;
so that, what with darts and what with arrows, thede a slaughter of them
all. Sihon their king was also slain. So the Helwepoiled the dead bodies,
and took their prey. The land also which they ta@s full of abundance of
fruits, and the army went all over it without feand fed their cattle upon it;
and they took the enemies prisoners, for they cowldvay put a stop to
them, since all the fighting men were destroyedchSwas the destruction
which overtook the Amorites, who were neither sama in counsel, nor
courageous in action. Hereupon the Hebrews tookgssson of their land,
which is a country situate between three riversl aaturally resembled an
island: the river Arnon being its southern ; thesriJabbok determining its
northern side, which running into Jordan loseous name, and takes the
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other; while Jordan itself runs along by it, onvitsstern coast.

3. When matters were come to this state, Og, thg ki Gilead and
Gaulanitis, fell upon the Israelites. He broughtaamy with him, and in
haste to the assistance of his friend Sihon: bmigh he found him already
slain, yet did he resolve still to come and fighe Hebrews, supposing he
should be too hard for them, and being desirousyttheir valor; but failing
of his hope, he was both himself slain in the batind all his army was
destroyed. So Moses passed over the river Jabhdkowerran the kingdom
of Og. He overthrew their cities, and slew all theihabitants, who yet
exceeded in riches all the men in that part ofcthr&inent, on account of the
goodness of the soil, and the great quantity af thealth. Now Og had very
few equals, either in the largeness of his bodyhandsomeness of his
appearance. He was also a man of great activithdruse of his hands, so
that his actions were not unequal to the vast f@ge and handsome
appearance of his body. And men could easily ga¢dsis strength and
magnitude when they took his bed at Rabbath, thalraity of the
Ammonites; its structure was of iron, its breadihrfcubits, and its length a
cubit more than double thereto. However, his fall ot only improve the
circumstances of the Hebrews for the present, gutib death he was the
occasion of further good success to them; for firegently took those sixty
cities, which were encompassed with excellent wall&l had been subject to
him, and all got both in general and in particadareat prey.
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Chapter 6

Balaam the Prophet

1. Now Moses, when he had brought his army to Jgrgdched his
camp in the great plain over against Jericho. Tdmg is a very happy
situation, and very fit for producing palm-treesddmalsam. And now the
Israelites began to be very proud of themselved, \amare very eager for
fighting. Moses then, after he had offered for & fdays sacrifices of
thanksgiving to God, and feasted the people, spattg of armed men to lay
waste the country of the Midianites, and to takeirtltities. Now the
occasion which he took for making war upon them thésthat follows :--

2. When Balak, the king of the Moabites, who hamhfrhis ancestors a
friendship and league with the Midianites, saw lgreat the Israelites were
grown, he was much affrighted on account of his amad his kingdom's
danger; for he was not acquainted with this, that Hebrews would not
meddle with any other country, but were to be cotet with the possession
of the land of Canaan, God having forbidden thergdaany farther (1) So
he, with more haste than wisdom, resolved to makat@mpt upon them by
words; but he did not judge it prudent to fight iagathem, after they had
such prosperous successes, and even became bwuatesses more happy
than before, but he thought to hinder them, if bela, from growing greater,
and so he resolved to send ambassadors to therilediaabout them. Now
these Midianites knowing there was one Balaam, \iexl by Euphrates,
and was the greatest of the prophets at that tamnd, one that was in
friendship with them, sent some of their honorglmimces along with the
ambassadors of Balak, to entreat the prophet teedonthem, that he might
imprecate curses to the destruction of the IsesliBo Balsam received the
ambassadors, and treated them very kindly; and wWieehad supped, he
inquired what was God's will, and what this matweas for which the
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Midianites entreated him to come to them. But w&ed opposed his going,
he came to the ambassadors, and told them thaakdnmself very willing
and desirous to comply with their request, butnmfed them that God was
opposite to his intentions, even that God who haided him to great
reputation on account of the truth of his predmsiofor that this army, which
they entreated him to come and curse, was in ther faf God; on which
account he advised them to go home again, andrrsist in their enmity
against the Israelites; and when he had given thamanswer, he dismissed
the ambassadors.

3. Now the Midianites, at the earnest request a&ngdeht entreaties of
Balak, sent other ambassadors to Balaam, who,imgso gratify the men,
inquired again of God; but he was displeased abjsd] trial (2) and bid him
by no means to contradict the ambassadors. NowaBatid not imagine
that God gave this injunction in order to deceive,hs0 he went along with
the ambassadors; but when the divine angel metimithe way, when he
was in a narrow passage, and hedged in with aomatioth sides, the ass on
which Balaam rode understood that it was a divipietghat met him, and
thrust Balaam to one of the walls, without regaodthe stripes which
Balaam, when he was hurt by the wall, gave herwhén the ass, upon the
angel's continuing to distress her, and upon thgest which were given her,
fell down, by the will of God, she made use of thmce of a man, and
complained of Balaam as acting unjustly to hert Wilaereas he had no fault
find with her in her former service to him, he nonlicted stripes upon her,
as not understanding that she was hindered fromngehim in what he was
now going about, by the providence of God. And whernwas disturbed by
reason of the voice of the ass, which was that ofaa, the angel plainly
appeared to him, and blamed him for the stripefdt given his ass; and
informed him that the brute creature was not iftfduwt that he was himself
come to obstruct his journey, as being contrarghto will of God. Upon
which Balaam was afraid, and was preparing to nehack again: yet did
God excite him to go on his intended journey, lmidea this injunction, that
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he should declare nothing but what he himself shsufgest to his mind.

4. When God had given him this charge, he cameatakB and when the
king had entertained him in a magnificent mannerdhasired him to go to
one of the mountains to take a view of the stattn@fcamp of the Hebrews.
Balak himself also came to the mountain, and brotighprophet along with
him, with a royal attendance. This mountain layrothesir heads, and was
distant sixty furlongs from the camp. Now when bhe shem, he desired the
king to build him seven altars, and to bring himnasny bulls and rams; to
which desire the king did presently conform. Hentseew the sacrifices, and
offered them as burnt-offerings, that he might olbsesome signal of the
flight of the Hebrews. Then said he, "Happy is theople, on whom God
bestows the possession of innumerable good thamgkgrants them his own
providence to be their assistant and their guidehat there is not any nation
among mankind but you will be esteemed superidhém in virtue, and in
the earnest prosecution of the best rules of &fel of such as are pure from
wickedness, and will leave those rules to your Bswechildren; and this out
of the regard that God bears to you, and the pmvisf such things for you
as may render you happier than any other peopleruh@ sun. You shall
retain that land to which he hath sent you, anshdll ever be under the
command of your children; and both all the eartiwvall as the seas, shall be
filled with your glory: and you shall be sufficiéygtnumerous to supply the
world in general, and every region of it in partaoy with inhabitants out of
your stock. However, O blessed army! wonder that @ become so many
from one father: and truly, the land of Canaan waw hold you, as being
yet comparatively few; but know ye that the wholerl is proposed to be
your place of habitation for ever. The multitudeyolur posterity also shall
live as well in the islands as on the continent #rat more in number than
are the stars of heaven. And when you are becomeasry, God will not
relinquish the care of you, but will afford you abundance of all good
things in times of peace, with victory and dominiortimes of war. May the
children of your enemies have an inclination tdhfigqgainst you; and may

23



they be so hardy as to come to arms, and to asgaulh battle, for they will
not return with victory, nor will their return beieeeable to their children and
wives. To so great a degree of valor will you bised by the providence of
God, who is able to diminish the affluence of soam] to supply the wants
of others."

5. Thus did Balaam speak by inspiration, as natdge@i his own power,
but moved to say what he did by the Divine Spidtut then Balak was
displeased, and said he had broken the contrattalemade, whereby he
was to come, as he and his confederates had invitedby the promise of
great presents: for whereas he came to curseghemies, he had made an
encomium upon them, and had declared that they ther&appiest of men.
To which Balaam replied, "O Balak, if thou righttypnsiderest this whole
matter, canst thou suppose that it is in our paadye silent, or to say any
thing, when the Spirit of God seizes upon us? -hfputs such words as he
pleases in our mouths, and such discourses aseneapurselves conscious
of. I well remember by what entreaties both you dnd Midianites so
joyfully brought me hither, and on that accourtdK this journey. It was my
prayer, that | might not put any affront upon yas,to what you desired of
me; but God is more powerful than the purposegiirhade to serve you; for
those that take upon them to foretell the affafrsnankind, as from their
own abilities, are entirely unable to do it, orfawbear to utter what God
suggests to them, or to offer violence to his vidl; when he prevents us and
enters into us, nothing that we say is our owhehtdid not intend to praise
this army, nor to go over the several good thingsctv God intended to do
to their race; but since he was so favorable tanthend so ready to bestow
upon them a happy life and eternal glory, he suggdethe declaration of
those things to me: but now, because it is my ddsiloblige thee thyself, as
well as the Midianites, whose entreaties it is detent for me to reject, go
to, let us again rear other altars, and offer tke bacrifices that we did
before, that | may see whether | can persuade Gpdrmit me to bind these
men with curses." Which, when Balak had agreedstod would not, even
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upon second sacrifices, consent to his cursingligreelites. (3) Then fell
Balaam upon his face, and foretold what calamitresld befall the several
kings of the nations, and the most eminent cisesye of which of old were
not so much as inhabited; which events have corpage among the several
people concerned, both in the foregoing ages, anthis, till my own
memory, both by sea and by land. From which conugiebf all these
predictions that he made, one may easily guessthiatest will have their
completion in time to come.

6. But Balak being very angry that the Israeliteyavnot cursed, sent
away Balaam without thinking him worthy of any hon@/hereupon, when
he was just upon his journey, in order to passHhphrates, he sent for
Balak, and for the princes of the Midianites, apdke thus to them: - "O
Balak, and you Midianites that are here presemr;, [fam obliged even
without the will of God to gratify you,) it is truro entire destruction can
seize upon the nation of the Hebrews, neither by war by plague, nor by
scarcity of the fruits of the earth, nor can anlyeotunexpected accident be
their entire ruin; for the providence of God is cemed to preserve them
from such a misfortune; nor will it permit any suchlamity to come upon
them whereby they may all perish; but some smadfoniunes, and those for
a short time, whereby they may appear to be broloylt may still befall
them; but after that they will flourish again, teetterror of those that brought
those mischiefs upon them. So that if you haveradrto gain a victory over
them for a short space of time, you will obtaibytfollowing my directions:

- Do you therefore set out the handsomest of s@igltoar daughters as are
most eminent for beauty, (4) and proper to forag @nquer the modesty of
those that behold them, and these decked and tdntonthe highest degree
able. Then do you send them to be near camp, amdtigem in charge, that
the young men of the Hebrews desire their allothhieéim; and when they see
they are enamored of them, let them take leavasjfahey entreat them to
stay, let give their consent till they have perathtbave off their obedience
to their own laws, the worship of that God who bbshed them to worship
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the gods of the Midianites and for by this meansl @il be angry at them
(5). Accordingly, when Balaam had suggested coutasdtem, he went his
way.

7. So when the Midianites had sent their dauglaer&alaam had
exhorted them, the Hebrew men were allured by thedquty, and came with
them, and besought them not to grudge them theym@ot of their beauty,
nor to deny them their conversation. These daugliteMidianites received
their words gladly, and consented to it, and staihh them; but when they
brought them to be enamored of them, and theiinatbns to them were
grown to ripeness, they began to think of departiogh them: then it was
that these men became greatly disconsolate at ttneew's departure, and
they were urgent with them not to leave them, begdged they would
continue there, and become their wives; and theynged them they should
be owned as mistresses all they had. This theyvgigidan oath, and called
God for the arbitrator of what they promised; ahts twith tears in their
eyes, and all such marks of concern, as might shew miserable they
thought themselves without them, and so might nibe& compassion for
them. So the women, as soon as they perceivedhidi@ynade their slaves,
and had caught them with their conservation begape¢ak thus to them: -

8. "O you illustrious young men! we have of our oatrhome, and great
plenty of good things there, together with the reltuaffectionate parents
and friends; nor is it out of our want of any subimgs that we came to
discourse with you; nor did we admit of your intid@ with design to
prostitute the beauty of our bodies for gain; kaking you for brave and
worthy men, we agreed to your request, that we trtigdat you with such
honors as hospitality required: and now seeingsauthat you have a great
affection for us, and are troubled when you think ave departing, we are
not averse to your entreaties; and if we may receiwch assurance of your
good-will as we think can be alone sufficient, wel Wwe glad to lead our
lives with you as your wives; but we are afraidttyau will in time be weary
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of our company, and will then abuse us, and sendag& to our parents,
after an ignominious manner." And they desired thay would excuse them
in their guarding against that danger. But the youmen professed they
would give them any assurance they should desiog; did they at all
contradict what they requested, so great was tesigra they had for them.
"If then," said they, "this be your resolution, @nyou make use of such
customs and conduct of life as are entirely difiefeom all other men, (6)
insomuch that your kinds of food are peculiar tangelves, and your kinds
of drink not common to others, it will be absolytelecessary, if you would
have us for your wives, that you do withal worship gods. Nor can there
be any other demonstration of the kindness whiahsay you already have,
and promise to have hereafter to us, than thig, yba worship the same
gods that we do. For has any one reason to comple@ihnow you are come
into this country, you should worship the propedgof the same country?
especially while our gods are common to all mem, yours such as belong
to nobody else but yourselves." So they said thegtraither come into such
methods of divine worship as all others came iateelse they must look out
for another world, wherein they may live by themss| according to their
own laws.

9. Now the young men were induced by the fondnesg had for these
women to think they spake very well; so they gaweniselves up to what
they persuaded them, and transgressed their ows) vd supposing there
were many gods, and resolving that they would Beerto them according
to the laws of that country which ordained thengytlboth were delighted
with their strange food, and went on to do evemglthat the women would
have them do, though in contradiction to their dems; so far indeed that
this transgression was already gone through thdendwony of the young
men, and they fell into a sedition that was muchisedhan the former, and
into danger of the entire abolition of their owstitutions; for when once the
youth had tasted of these strange customs, theyt wéh insatiable
inclinations into them; and even where some of phacipal men were
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illustrious on account of the virtues of their fath, they also were corrupted
together with the rest.

10. Even Zimri, the head of the tribe of Simeoncagpanied with
Cozbi, a Midianitish women, who was the daughterSofr, a man of
authority in that country; and being desired bywaife to disregard the laws
of Moses, and to follow those she was used tophgptied with her, and this
both by sacrificing after a manner different froms bwn, and by taking a
stranger to wife. When things were thus, Moses wafagaid that matters
should grow worse, and called the people to a agagion, but then accused
nobody by name, as unwilling to drive those intsmer who, by lying
concealed, might come to repentance; but he saidthiey did not do what
was either worthy of themselves, or of their fathéy preferring pleasure to
God, and to the living according to his will; thiatvas fit they should change
their courses while their affairs were still in @ogl state, and think that to be
true fortitude which offers not violence to themnls, but that which resists
their lusts. And besides that, he said it was nataaonable thing, when they
had lived soberly in the wilderness, to act madbywnwhen they were in
prosperity; and that they ought not to lose, noaythave abundance, what
they had gained when they had little: - and sohdidendeavor, by saying
this, to correct the young inert, and to bring thhemepentance for what they
had done.

11. But Zimri arose up after him, and said, "Yesleed, Moses, thou art
at liberty to make use of such laws as thou artosml of, and hast, by
accustoming thyself to them, made them firm; otheewif things had not
been thus, thou hadst often been punished befave arad hadst known that
the Hebrews are not easily put upon; but thou si@lthave me one of thy
followers in thy tyrannical commands, for thou dosithing else hitherto,
but, under pretense of laws, and of God, wickedlgase on us slavery, and
gain dominion to thyself, while thou deprivest Ustlle sweetness of life,
which consists in acting according to our own widad is the right of free-
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men, and of those that have no lord over them. Najeed, this man is
harder upon the Hebrews then were the Egyptiamagbkres, as pretending
to punish, according to his laws, every one's gatlvhat is most agreeable to
himself; but thou thyself better deservest to suffeinishment, who
presumest to abolish what every one acknowledgdse tavhat is good for
him, and aimest to make thy single opinion to hena¥e force than that of
all the rest; and what | now do, and think to ght; | shall not hereafter
deny to be according to my own sentiments. | haaeried, as thou sayest
rightly, a strange woman, and thou hearest whai frdm myself as from
one that is free, for truly | did not intend to ceal myself. | also own that |
sacrificed to those gods to whom you do not thinktito sacrifice; and |
think it right to come at truth by inquiring of mapeople, and not like one
that lives under tyranny, to suffer the whole hopeny life to depend upon
one man; nor shall any one find cause to rejoice waclares himself to
have more authority over my actions than myself."

12. Now when Zimri had said these things, abouttwieaand some
others had wickedly done, the people held theicgehoth out of fear of
what might come upon them, and because they savihtia legislator was
not willing to bring his insolence before the pabdiny further, or openly to
contend with him; for he avoided that, lest manyuwt imitate the
impudence of his language, and thereby disturbrthkitude. Upon this the
assembly was dissolved. However, the mischievoigsnat had proceeded
further, if Zimri had not been first slain, whicaroe to pass on the following
occasion: - Phineas, a man in other respects libtarthe rest of the young
men, and also one that surpassed his contemporarig® dignity of his
father, (for he was the son of Eleazar the higlegtriand the grandson of
[Aaron] Moses's brother,) who was greatly troubs&dwhat was done by
Zimri, he resolved in earnest to inflict punishmest him, before his
unworthy behavior should grow stronger by impunigand in order to
prevent this transgression from proceeding furtidrch would happen if
the ringleaders were not punished. He was of satgnagnanimity, both in

29



strength of mind and body, that when he undertomk wery dangerous
attempt, he did not leave it off till he overcamieand got an entire victory.
So he came into Zimri's tent, and slew him with jaselin, and with it he
slew Cozbi also, Upon which all those young men tiaal a regard to virtue,
and aimed to do a glorious action, imitated Phiisebsldness, and slew
those that were found to be guilty of the same enmith Zimri. Accordingly
many of those that had transgressed perished bgn#ggmanimous valor of
these young men; and the rest all perished byguplavhich distemper God
himself inflicted upon them; so that all those thandred, who, instead of
hindering them from such wicked actions, as theghtuo have done, had
persuaded them to go on, were esteemed by God raseqzain their
wickedness, and died. Accordingly there perishedobihe army no fewer
than fourteen (7) [twenty-four] thousand at thiaei

13. This was the cause why Moses was provokedrid ae army to
destroy the Midianites, concerning which expeditiore shall speak
presently, when we have first related what we hawdted; for it is but just
not to pass over our legislator's due encomiumaacount of his conduct
here, because, although this Balaam, who was eenityfthe Midianites to
curse the Hebrews, and when he was hindered froimgdob by Divine
Providence, did still suggest that advice to thieynmnaking use of which our
enemies had well nigh corrupted the whole multitoflehe Hebrews with
their wiles, till some of them were deeply infectedh their opinions; yet
did he do him great honor, by setting down his pempes in writing. And
while it was in his power to claim this glory tonmself, and make men
believe they were his own predictions, there beingone that could be a
witness against him, and accuse him for so doiagstiti gave his attestation
to him, and did him the honor to make mention of fwn this account. But
let every one think of these matters as he pleases.
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Footnotes:

1. What Josephus here remarks is well worth our renmatkis place also;
viz. that the lIsraelites were never to meddle vilte Moabites, or
Ammonites, or any other people, but those belongomdghe land of
Canaan, and the countries of Sihon and Og beyomthdpas far as the
desert and Euphrates, and that therefore no ool had reason to
fear the conquests of the Israelites; but thatehmmintries given them
by God were their proper and peculiar portion amtrey nations, and
that all who endeavored to dispossess them migletr &e justly
destroyed by them.

2. Note that Josephus never supposes Balaam to lomlater, nor to seek
idolatrous enchantments, or to prophesy falsely tdie no other than
an ill-disposed prophet of the true God; and intesahat God's answer
the second time, permitting him to go, was ironiead on design that
he deceived (which sort of deception, by way ofiglument for former
crimes, Josephus never scruples to admit, as steraing such wicked
men justly and providentially deceived). But perhage had better keep
here close to the text which says Numbers 23:20,tl2d4t God only
permitted Balaam to go along with the ambassadiorsase they came
and called him, or positively insisted on his goalgng with them, on
any terms; whereas Balaam seems out of impatienbawte risen up in
the morning, and saddled his ass, and rather te balled them, than
staid for their calling him, so zealous does hars&® have been for his
reward of divination, his wages of unrighteousn&bsmbers 23:7, 17,
18, 37; 2 Peter 2:15; Jude 5, 11; which reward ages the truly
religious prophets of God never required nor aakpas our Josephus
justly takes notice in the cases of Samuel, AlgigV. ch. 4. sect. 1, and
Daniel, Antiq. B. X. ch. 11. sect. 3. See also Gené4:22, 23; 2 Kings
5:15, 16, 26, 27; and Acts 8;17-24.

3. Whether Josephus had in his copy but two attemipBaaam in all to
curse Israel; or whether by this his twice offerisagcrifice, he meant
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twice besides that first time already mentionedjctvlyet is not very

probable; cannot now be certainly determined. Ia thean time, all
other copies have three such attempts of Balaaoutse them in the
present history.

. Such a large and distinct account of this pervarsibthe Israelites by
the Midianite women, of which our other copies gius but short

intimations, Numbers 31:16 2 Peter 2:15; Jude l&veRtion 2:14, is
preserved, as Reland informs us, in the Samaritaor@le, in Philo,

and in other writings of the Jews, as well as hgrdosephus.

. This grand maxim, That God's people of Israel condder be hurt nor
destroyed, but by drawing them to sin against Ggbears to be true,
by the entire history of that people, both in thel® and in Josephus;
and is often taken notice of in them both. See amtigular a most
remarkable Ammonite testimony to this purpose, thustis-21.

. What Josephus here puts into the mouths of theskaMie women,

who came to entice the Israelites to lewdness @oldtry, viz. that their
worship of the God of Israel, in opposition to thelol gods, implied

their living according to the holy laws which thei¢ God had given
them by Moses, in opposition to those impure lawgtvwere observed
under their false gods, well deserves our condideraand gives us a
substantial reason for the great concern that was ghown under the
law of Moses to preserve the Israelites from idglaand in the worship
of the true God; it being of no less consequenem,thWhether God's
people should be governed by the holy laws of the God, or by the
impure laws derived from demons, under the pagalatiq.

. The mistake in all Josephus's copies, Greek ania kdtich have here
fourteen thousand instead of twenty-four thousasgo flagrant, that
our very learned editors, Bernard and Hudson, hawe the latter

number directly into the text. | choose ratherubipin brackets.
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Chapter 7

The Hebrews Fought With the Midianites

1. Now Moses sent an army against the land of Midiar the causes
forementioned, in all twelve thousand, taking anaqumber out of every
tribe, and appointed Phineas for their commandényvlmch Phineas we
made mention a little before, as he that had guhtite laws of the Hebrews,
and had inflicted punishment on Zimri when he hatsgressed them. Now
the Midianites perceived beforehand how the Hebrewse coming, and
would suddenly be upon them: so they assembled #neiy together, and
fortified the entrances into their country, andréh@awaited the enemy's
coming. When they were come, and they had joingtebwith them, an
immense multitude of the Midianites fell; nor couleey be numbered, they
were so very many: and among them fell all themgki, five in number, viz.
Evi, Zur, Reba, Hur, and Rekem, who was of the saame with a city, the
chief and capital of all Arabia, which is still nogo called by the whole
Arabian nation, Arecem, from the name of the kingt touilt it; but is by the
Greeks called - Petra. Now when the enemies waeddifited, the Hebrews
spoiled their country, and took a great prey, agstrdyed the men that were
its inhabitants, together with the women; only thelythe virgins alone, as
Moses had commanded Phineas to do, who indeed lcacke bringing with
him an army that had received no harm, and a glealt of prey; fifty-two
thousand beeves, seventy-five thousand six hunsinedp, sixty thousand
asses, with an immense quantity of gold and sifueniture, which the
Midianites made use of in their houses; for theyeng wealthy, that they
were very luxurious. There were also led captiveualthirty-two thousand
virgins. (14) So Moses parted the prey into pansl, gave one fiftieth part to
Eleazar and the two priests, and another fiftiedint po the Levites; and
distributed the rest of the prey among the peoffeer which they lived
happily, as having obtained an abundance of googghy their valor, and
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there being no misfortune that attended them, madred their enjoyment of
that happiness.

2. But Moses was now grown old, and appointed Josfor his
successor, both to receive directions from God gwaphet, and for a
commander of the army, if they should at any titang in need of such a
one; and this was done by the command of God,tthhim the care of the
public should be committed. Now Joshua had beemnucted in all those
kinds of learning which concerned the laws and Giowself, and Moses had
been his instructor.

3. At this time it was that the two tribes of Gadla&Reuben, and the half
tribe of Manasseh, abounded in a multitude of eattk well as in all other
kinds of prosperity; whence they had a meeting, iand body came and
besought Moses to give them, as their peculiarigggrtthat land of the
Amorites which they had taken by right of war, hesmait was fruitful, and
good for feeding of cattle; but Moses, supposingt tthey were afraid of
fighting with the Canaanites, and invented thisvmion for their cattle as a
handsome excuse for avoiding that war, he callechthrrant cowards, and
said they had only contrived a decent excuse fat tdowardice; and that
they had a mind to live in luxury and ease, whilettee rest were laboring
with great pains to obtain the land they were desirto have; and that they
were not willing to march along, and undergo theaming hard service,
whereby they were, under the Divine promise, tospager Jordan, and
overcome those our enemies which God had shown, twednso obtain their
land. But these tribes, when they saw that Moses amgry with them, and
when they could not deny but he had a just causeetdispleased at their
petition, made an apology for themselves; and sthd{ it was not on
account of their fear of dangers, nor on accourtheir laziness, that they
made this request to him, but that they might leéneeprey they had gotten
in places of safety, and thereby might be more @éxpeand ready to
undergo difficulties, and to fight battles. Theydad this also, that when they
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had built cities, wherein they might preserve tlatildren, and wives, and
possessions, if he would bestow them upon themy, woaild go along with

the rest of the army. Hereupon Moses was pleasédwhat they said; so he
called for Eleazar the high priest, and Joshua,thadhief of the tribes, and
permitted these tribes to possess the land of tmeries; but upon this
condition, that they should join with their kinsmienthe war until all things

were settled. Upon which condition they took possesof the country, and
built them strong cities, and put into them thdiildren and their wives, and
whatsoever else they had that might be an impedinoetine labors of their
future marches.

4. Moses also now built those ten cities which werbe of the number
of the forty-eight [for the Levites;]; three of vdi he allotted to those that
slew any person involuntarily, and fled to themgd dre assigned the same
time for their banishment with that of the life tbft high priest under whom
the slaughter and flight happened; after which ldedtthe high priest he
permitted the slayer to return home. During theetiof his exile, the
relations of him that was slain may, by this lawi, the manslayer, if they
caught him without the bounds of the city to whith fled, though this
permission was not granted to any other person. M@acities which were
set apart for this flight were these: Bezer, atlibeders of Arabia; Ramoth,
of the land of Gilead; and Golan, in the land oSBan. There were to be
also, by Moses's command, three other cities atlofor the habitation of
these fugitives out of the cities of the Levitest bot till after they should be
in possession of the land of Canaan.

5. At this time the chief men of the tribe of Masals came to Moses,
and informed him that there was an eminent marn@aif tribe dead, whose
name was Zelophehad, who left no male children, I&itdaughters; and
asked him whether these daughters might inheritdmd or not. He made
this answer, That if they shall marry into theirrowibe, they shall carry
their estate along with them; but if they dispotéhemselves in marriage to
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men of another tribe, they shall leave their infa@ce in their father's tribe.
And then it was that Moses ordained, that everysomdéheritance should
continue in his own tribe.

Footnote:

1.The slaughter of all the Midianite women that hadsptuted
themselves to the lewd Israelites, and the preservaf those that had
not been guilty therein; the last of which werefewer than thirty-two
thousand, both here and Numbers 31:15-17, 35, 6l0ardd both by the
particular command of God; are highly remarkabfel ahow that, even
in nations otherwise for their wickedness doomediéstruction, the
innocent were sometimes particularly and provideiytitaken care of,
and delivered from that destruction; which direattyplies, that it was
the wickedness of the nations of Canaan, and mpthlElse, that
occasioned their excision. See Genesis 15;16; lu8aib:18, 33;
Apost. Constit. B. VIII. ch. 12. p. 402. In thedirof which places, the
reason of the delay of the punishment of the Araeris given, because
“their iniquity was not yet full." In the secure8laul is ordered to go and
"destroy the sinners, the Amalekites;" plainly ignpf that they were
therefore to be destroyed, because they were sinaed not otherwise.
In the third, the reason is given why king Agag wasto be spared, viz.
because of his former cruelty: "As thy sword hathde the (Hebrew)
women childless, so shall thy mother be made askllamong women
by the Hebrews." In the last place, the apostlestheir amanuensis
Clement, gave this reason for the necessity ottiming of Christ, that
"men had formerly perverted both the positive lawd that of nature;
and had cast out of their mind the memory of tra#&] the burning of
Sodom, the plagues of the Egyptians, and the staughthe inhabitants
of Palestine,” as signs of the most amazing impeond& and
insensibility, under the punishments of horrid vedkess.
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Chapter 8

Moses Disappeared From Among Mankind

1. When forty years were completed, within thirgyd, Moses gathered
the congregation together near Jordan, where tiyeAddila now stands, a
place full of palm-trees; and all the people beamgne together, he spake
thus to them: -

2. "O you Israelites and fellow soldiers, who haeen partners with me
in this long and uneasy journey; since it is now thill of God, and the
course of old age, at a hundred and twenty, reguirthat | should depart
out of this life; and since God has forbidden médaa patron or an assistant
to you in what remains to be done beyond Jordé&mught it reasonable not
to leave off my endeavors even now for your hapsnbeut to do my utmost
to procure for you the eternal enjoyment of goadgh, and a memorial for
myself, when you shall be in the fruition of grgdénty and prosperity.
Come, therefore, let me suggest to you by what si\gan may he happy,
and may leave an eternal prosperous possessi@oftieryour children after
you, and then let me thus go out of the world; boannot but deserve to be
believed by you, both on account of the great thingave already done for
you, and because, when souls are about to leaveailiyg they speak with
the sincerest freedom. O children of Israel! thexebut one source of
happiness for all mankind, the favor of God (1) i@ alone is able to give
good things to those that deserve them, and tawefirose of them that sin
against him; towards whom, if you behave yourseb@=ording to his will,
and according to what |, who well understand hisdnido exhort you to,
you will both be esteemed blessed, and will be aetiiby all men; and will
never come into misfortunes, nor cease to be hagpy.will then preserve
the possession of the good things you already ke will quickly obtain
those that you are at present in want of, - onlyydo be obedient to those
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whom God would have you to follow. Nor do you prefany other
constitution of government before the laws now giy®u; neither do you
disregard that way of Divine worship which you nbawve, nor change it for
any other form: and if you do this, you will be thest courageous of all
men, in undergoing the fatigues of war, and wilt he easily conquered by
any of your enemies; for while God is present witlu to assist you, it is to
be expected that you will be able to despise thmosiion of all mankind,;
and great rewards of virtue are proposed for ybwou preserve that virtue
through your whole lives. Virtue itself is indedaketprincipal and the first
reward, and after that it bestows abundance ofrgtise that your exercise of
virtue towards other men will make your own liveappy, and render you
more glorious than foreigners can be, and procwea g&n undisputed
reputation with posterity. These blessings you tlable to obtain, in case
you hearken to and observe those laws which, bynBivevelation, | have
ordained for you; that is, in case you withal maditupon the wisdom that is
in them. | am going from you myself, rejoicing lmetgood things you enjoy;
and | recommend you to the wise conduct of your, lawhe becoming order
of your polity, and to the virtues of your commarsjevho will take care of
what is for your advantage. And that God, who hasnbtill now your
Leader, and by whose goodwill | have myself beerfuldo you, will not put
a period now to his providence over you, but aglas you desire to have
him your Protector in your pursuits after virtue, Ilsng will you enjoy his
care over you. Your high priest also Eleazar, a8 a® Joshua, with the
senate, and chief of your tribes, will go beforauyand suggest the best
advices to you; by following which advices you wafintinue to be happy: to
whom do you give ear without reluctance, as seedimt all such as know
well how to be governed, will also know how to govef they be promoted
to that authority themselves. And do not you estdiberty to consist in
opposing such directions as your governors thihkaofigive you for your
practice, - as at present indeed you place yowrtitbin nothing else but
abusing your benefactors; which error if you caaiévor the time to come,
your affairs will be in a better condition than yhsave hitherto been. Nor do
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you ever indulge such a degree of passion in theskiers, as you have
oftentimes done when you have been very angry atfang/ou know that |
have been oftener in danger of death from you fl@n our enemies. What
| now put you in mind of, is not done in order &proach you; for | do not
think it proper, now | am going out of the worldy bring this to your
remembrance, in order to leave you offended atsmeg, at the time when |
underwent those hardships from you, | was not amagjryou; but | do it in
order to make you wiser hereafter, and to teachtlyatithis will be for your
security; | mean, that you never be injurious tosththat preside over you,
even when you are become rich, as you will he ¢peat degree when you
have passed over Jordan, and are in possessiba t#nd of Canaan. Since,
when you shall have once proceeded so far by yeadtin, as to a contempt
and disregard of virtue, you will also forfeit theevor of God; and when you
have made him your enemy, you will be beaten in,wad will have the
land which you possess taken away again from yoyday enemies, and
this with great reproaches upon your conduct. Ydube scattered over the
whole world, and will, as slaves, entirely fill llosea and land; and when
once you have had the experience of what | now yaly,will repent, and
remember the laws you have broken, when it is &te. IWhence | would
advise you, if you intend to preserve these lawsleave none of your
enemies alive when you have conquered them, dabtoupon it as for your
advantage to destroy them all, lest, if you peiime#m to live, you taste of
their manners, and thereby corrupt your own prapstitutions. | also do
further exhort you, to overthrow their altars, amigeir groves, and
whatsoever temples they have among them, and toabusuch, their nation,
and their very memory with fire; for by this meaassne the safety of your
own happy constitution can be firmly secured to.yduod in order to prevent
your ignorance of virtue, and the degeneracy of yaiure into vice, | have
also ordained you laws, by Divine suggestion, arfdren of government,
which are so good, that if you regularly observenthyou will be esteemed
of all men the most happy."
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3. When he had spoken thus, he gave them the lagviha constitution
of government written in a book. Upon which the pledell into tears, and
appeared already touched with the sense that thaylds have a great want
of their conductor, because they remembered whatnaber of dangers he
had passed through, and what care he had takdreiofpreservation: they
desponded about what would come upon them aftew&® dead, and
thought they should never have another governer hikn; and feared that
God would then take less care of them when Mosesgeae, who used to
intercede for them. They also repented of what th&y said to him in the
wilderness when they were angry, and were in goiefthose accounts,
insomuch that the whole body of the people felloinears with such
bitterness, that it was past the power of wordsdmfort them in their
affliction. However, Moses gave them some consahatand by calling them
off the thought how worthy he was of their weepfog him, he exhorted
them to keep to that form of government he hadrgiteem; and then the
congregation was dissolved at that time.

4. Accordingly, | shall now first describe this forof government which
was agreeable to the dignity and virtue of Mosest shall thereby inform
those that read these Antiquities, what our origs&itlements were, and
shall then proceed to the remaining histories. Nlogse settlements are all
still in writing, as he left them; and we shall addthing by way of
ornament, nor any thing besides what Moses leftony; we shall so far
innovate, as to digest the several kinds of lawis anregular system; for they
were by him left in writing as they were accidelytadcattered in their
delivery, and as he upon inquiry had learned théfaal. On which account
| have thought it necessary to premise this observdeforehand, lest any
of my own countrymen should blame me, as having loedlty of an offense
herein. Now part of our constitution will includeet laws that belong to our
political state. As for those laws which Moses l&fhcerning our common
conversation and intercourse one with another,viehaserved that for a
discourse concerning our manner of life, and theasions of those laws;
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which | propose to myself, with God's assistancewtite, after | have
finished the work | am now upon.

5. When you have possessed yourselves of the la@draan, and have
leisure to enjoy the good things of it, and wheru yioave afterward
determined to build cities, if you will do what jdeasing to God, you will
have a secure state of happiness. Let there beamertity of the land of
Canaan, and this situate in the most agreeable gtacits goodness, and
very eminent in itself, and let it be that whichdsshall choose for himself
by prophetic revelation. Let there also be one tertiperein, and one altar,
not reared of hewn stones, but of such as you gatigether at random,;
which stones, when they are whited over with montalt have a handsome
appearance, and be beautiful to the sight. Letiftent to it be not by steps
(2) but by an acclivity of raised earth. And le¢ith be neither an altar nor a
temple in any other city; for God is but one, and nation of the Hebrews is
but one.

6. He that blasphemeth God, let him be stoned;l@ntim hang upon a
tree all that day, and then let him be buried ingmominious and obscure
manner.

7. Let those that live as remote as the bound$efland which the
Hebrews shall possess, come to that city whereetingle shall be, and this
three times in a year, that they may give thanksstm for his former
benefits, and may entreat him for those they shalht hereafter; and let
them, by this means, maintain a friendly corresgoicé with one another by
such meetings and feastings together, for it is@ghing for those that are
of the same stock, and under the same institutibiaws, not to be
unacquainted with each other; which acquaintande bei maintained by
thus conversing together, and by seeing and talkitly one another, and so
renewing the memorials of this union; for if thep dot thus converse
together continually, they will appear like meresgers to one another.
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8. Let there be taken out of your fruits a tentésites that which you
have allotted to give to the priests and LevitdssTyou may indeed sell in
the country, but it is to be used in those feasts sacrifices that are to be
celebrated in the holy city; for it is fit that y@lould enjoy those fruits of
the earth which God gives you to possess, so asbmdyg the honor of the
donor.

9. You are not to offer sacrifices out of the hifea woman who is a
harlot (3) for the Deity is not pleased with anynththat arises from such
abuses of nature; of which sort none can be wdrae this prostitution of
the body. In like manner no one may take the prfdée covering of a bitch,
either of one that is used in hunting, or in kegpof sheep, and thence
sacrifice to God.

10. Let no one blaspheme those gods which othes@steem such; (4)
nor may any one steal what belongs to strange tanplor take away the
gifts that are dedicated to any god.

11. Let not any one of you wear a garment made adlen and linen,
for that is appointed to be for the priests alone.

12. When the multitude are assembled together th@aholy city for
sacrificing every seventh year, at the feast oémaacles, let the high priest
stand upon a high desk, whence he may be heardeahin read the laws
to all the people; and let neither the women nar ¢hildren be hindered
from hearing, no, nor the servants neither; fas it good thing that those
laws should be engraven in their souls, and preskirv their memories, that
so it may not be possible to blot them out; forthig means they will not be
guilty of sin, when they cannot plead ignorancewdfat the laws have
enjoined them. The laws also will have a greatéhaity among them, as
foretelling what they will suffer if they break thme and imprinting in their
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souls by this hearing what they command them totkdat so there may
always be within their minds that intention of ttevs which they have
despised and broken, and have thereby been theescanfstheir own

mischief. Let the children also learn the laws,tlas first thing they are
taught, which will be the best thing they can hegtd, and will be the cause
of their future felicity.

13. Let every one commemorate before God the kenefhich he
bestowed upon them at their deliverance out ofldnd of Egypt, and this
twice every day, both when the day begins and vihernour of sleep comes
on, gratitude being in its own nature a just thiagd serving not only by
way of return for past, but also by way of invitatiof future favors. They
are also to inscribe the principal blessings theyehreceived from God upon
their doors, and show the same remembrance of timn their arms; as
also they are to bear on their forehead and thair those wonders which
declare the power of God, and his good-will towatdem, that God's
readiness to bless them may appear every wher@icaonsis about them. (5)

14. Let there be seven men to judge in every (&yand these such as
have been before most zealous in the exercisertnfevand righteousness.
Let every judge have two officers allotted him ofitthe tribe of Levi. Let
those that are chosen to judge in the severakdigehad in great honor; and
let none be permitted to revile any others whesdtare present, nor to carry
themselves in an insolent manner to them; it beiatural that reverence
towards those in high offices among men should ym®anen's fear and
reverence towards God. Let those that judge be iiednto determine
according as they think to be right, unless any care show that they have
taken bribes, to the perversion of justice, or alge any other accusation
against them, whereby it may appear that they haagsed an unjust
sentence; for it is not fit that causes should penty determined out of
regard to gain, or to the dignity of the suitorst bhat the judges should
esteem what is right before all other things, otle® God will by that

43



means be despised, and esteemed inferior to tthesdread of whose power
has occasioned the unjust sentence; for justicdspower of God. He
therefore that gratifies those in great dignitypsases them more potent than
God himself. But if these judges be unable to @gijast sentence about the
causes that come before them, (which case is nfsequent in human
affairs,) let them send the cause undeterminetiddoly city, and there let
the high priest, the prophet, and the sanhedrinteraene as it shall seem
good to them.

15. But let not a single witness be credited, hregd, or two at the least,
and those such whose testimony is confirmed by tieod lives. But let not
the testimony of women be admitted, on accountheflévity and boldness
of their sex (7) Nor let servants be admitted weegestimony, on account of
the ignobility of their soul; since it is probalileat they may not speak truth,
either out of hope of gain, or fear of punishméhit if any one be believed
to have borne false witness, let him, when he mimbed, suffer all the very
same punishments which he against whom he boreesdtnvas to have
suffered.

16. If a murder be committed in any place, and Hat did it be not
found, nor is there any suspicion upon one as lid@ghated the man, and so
had killed him, let there be a very diligent ingumade after the man, and
rewards proposed to any one who will discover himut if still no
information can be procured, let the magistrates senate of those cities
that lie near the place in which the murder was modted, assemble
together, and measure the distance from the plhezesthe dead body lies;
then let the magistrates of the nearest city tbepetrchase a heifer, and
bring it to a valley, and to a place therein whitaere is no land ploughed or
trees planted, and let them cut the sinews of #ifeh then the priests and
Levites, and the senate of that city, shall takéewand wash their hands
over the head of the heifer; and they shall opédelglare that their hands are
innocent of this murder, and that they have neittare it themselves, nor
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been assisting to any that did it. They shall &#lsseech God to be merciful
to them, that no such horrid act may any more e dlo that land.

17. Aristocracy, and the way of living under it,thee best constitution:
and may you never have any inclination to any otbemn of government;
and may you always love that form, and have theslw your governors,
and govern all your actions according to them; yfou need no supreme
governor but God. But if you shall desire a kirgg,him be one of your own
nation; let him be always careful of justice andestvirtues perpetually; let
him submit to the laws, and esteem God's commaadset his highest
wisdom; but let him do nothing without the highgst and the votes of the
senators: let him not have a great number of wives, pursue after
abundance of riches, nor a multitude of horses,rellyehe may grow too
proud to submit to the laws. And if he affect amgcls things, let him be
restrained, lest he become so potent that his b&aiaconsistent with your
welfare.

18. Let it not be esteemed lawful to remove bouedaneither our own,
nor of those with whom we are at peace. Have ayawedo not take those
landmarks away which are, as it were, a divine anshaken limitation of
rights made by God himself, to last for ever; sittue going beyond limits,
and gaining ground upon others, is the occasiowat and seditions; for
those that remove boundaries are not far off angit to subvert the laws.

19. He that plants a piece of land, the trees ofchviproduce fruits
before the fourth year, is not to bring thence fursg-fruits to God, nor is he
to make use of that fruit himself, for it is notoduced in its proper season;
for when nature has a force put upon her at anasos@ble time, the fruit is
not proper for God, nor for the master's use; butie owner gather all that
is grown on the fourth car, for then it is in ito©per season. And let him that
has gathered it carry it to the holy city, and sptrat, together with the tithe
of his other fruits, in feasting with his friendsjth the orphans, and the
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widows. But on the fifth year the fruit is his owand he may use it as he
pleases.

20. You are not to sow with seed a piece of lanttlwis planted with
vines, for it is enough that it supply nourishmémtthat plant, and be not
harassed by ploughing also. You are to plough Yanal with oxen, and not
to oblige other animals to come under the same yake them; but to till
your land with those beasts that are of the samd Wiith each other. The
seeds are also to be pure, and without mixture nabdo be compounded of
two or three sorts, since nature does not rejoicbe union of things that are
not in their own nature alike; nor are you to perbsasts of different kinds
to gender together, for there is reason to fedrttna unnatural abuse may
extend from beasts of different kinds to men, thoitgtakes its first rise
from evil practices about such smaller things. iany thing to be allowed,
by imitation whereof any degree of subversion magep into the
constitution. Nor do the laws neglect small matténst provide that even
those may be managed after an unblamable manner.

21. Let not those that reap, and gather in the twahis reaped, gather
in the gleanings also; but let them rather leavaesbandfuls for those that
are in want of the necessaries of life, that it rnaya support and a supply to
them, in order to their subsistence. In like mamween they gather their
grapes, let them leave some smaller bunches fgpdbe and let them pass
over some of the fruits of the olive-trees, wheeytlgather them, and leave
them to be partaken of by those that have noneheir town; for the
advantage arising from the exact collection ofwlil, not be so considerable
to the owners as will arise from the gratitude loé fpoor. And God will
provide that the land shall more willingly produadat shall be for the
nourishment of its fruits, in case you do not merake care of your own
advantage, but have regard to the support of othkss Nor are you to
muzzle the mouths of the oxen when they tread #rs ef corn in the
thrashing-floor; for it is not just to restrain of@llow-laboring animals, and
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those that work in order to its production, of tfrigt of their labors. Nor are
you to prohibit those that pass by at the time wiheur fruits are ripe to
touch them, but to give them leave to fill themsshfull of what you have;
and this whether they be of your own country carggers, - as being glad of
the opportunity of giving them some part of yowrits when they are ripe;
but let it not be esteemed lawful for them to caany away. Nor let those
that gather the grapes, and carry them to the yiasses, restrain those
whom they meet from eating of them; for it is unjumut of envy, to hinder
those that desire it, to partake of the good thithgs come into the world
according to God's will, and this while the seasomt the height, and is
hastening away as it pleases God. Nay, if some,obuiashfulness, are
unwilling to touch these fruits, let them be en@med to take of them (I
mean, those that are Israelites) as if they weeensielves the owners and
lords, on account of the kindred there is betwdemt Nay, let them desire
men that come from other countries, to partakdne$¢ tokens of friendship
which God has given in their proper season; fot thaot to be deemed as
idly spent, which any one out of kindness commue&do another, since
God bestows plenty of good things on men, not dmythemselves to reap
the advantage, but also to give to others in a wfagenerosity; and he is
desirous, by this means, to make known to otherpdculiar kindness to the
people of Israel, and how freely he communicatggpimess to them, while
they abundantly communicate out of their great glipges to even these
foreigners also. But for him that acts contranthis law, let him be beaten
with forty stripes save one (8) by the public examer; let him undergo this
punishment, which is a most ignominious one forr@edman, and this
because he was such a slave to gain as to layt agma his dignity; for it is
proper for you who have had the experience of fhieteons in Egypt, and
of those in the wilderness, to make provision fuose that are in the like
circumstances; and while you have now obtainedtyplgourselves, through
the mercy and providence of God, to distributeh® same plenty, by the
like sympathy, to such as stand in need of it.
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22. Besides those two tithes, which | have alresalg you are to pay
every year, the one for the Levites, the otherthw festivals, you are to
bring every third year a third tithe to be disttéd to those that want; (9) to
women also that are widows, and to children thataphans. But as to the
ripe fruits, let them carry that which is ripe firsf all into the temple; and
when they have blessed God for that land which Haeen, and which he
had given them for a possession, when they haweofiisred those sacrifices
which the law has commanded them to bring, let thyara the first-fruits to
the priests. But when any one hath done this, atid brought the tithe of all
that he hath, together with those first-fruits the¢ for the Levites, and for
the festivals, and when he is about to go homdhifatstand before the holy
house, and return thanks to God, that he hath atelivthem from the
injurious treatment they had in Egypt, and hatlegithem a good land, and
a large, and lets them enjoy the fruits thereofi arhen he hath openly
testified that he hath fully paid the tithes [antiey dues] according to the
laws of Moses, let him entreat God that he wilkever merciful and gracious
to him, and continue so to be to all the Hebrewsh Iby preserving the good
things which he hath already given them, and byrapd/hat it is still in his
power to bestow upon them.

23. Let the Hebrews marry, at the age fit for itgwns that are free, and
born of good parents. And he that does not marmrgin, let him not
corrupt another man's wife, and marry her, norvgrier former husband.
Nor let free men marry slaves, although their dites should strongly bias
any of them so to do; for it is decent, and for thegnity of the persons
themselves, to govern those their affections. Amdhe&r, no one ought to
marry a harlot, whose matrimonial oblations, agsirom the prostitution of
her body, God will not receive; for by these meéres dispositions of the
children will be liberal and virtuous; | mean, whigrey are not born of base
parents, and of the lustful conjunction of suchrasry women that are not
free. If any one has been espoused to a woman ayitgin, and does not
afterward find her so to be, let him bring his aetiand accuse her, and let
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him make use of such indications (10) to prove dgsusation as he is
furnished withal; and let the father or the brotbethe damsel, or some one
that is after them nearest of kin to her, defend Ihé¢he damsel obtain a
sentence in her favor, that she had not been gudtyher live with her
husband that accused her; and let him not havéduatiner power at all to put
her away, unless she give him very great occasibssspicion, and such as
can be no way contradicted. But for him that brirsgs accusation and
calumny against his wife in an impudent and rasinmag let him be
punished by receiving forty stripes save one, andhim pay fifty shekels to
her father: but if the damsel be convicted, asrmvieen corrupted, and is
one of the common people, let her be stoned, becslus did not preserve
her virginity till she were lawfully married; but she were the daughter of a
priest, let her be burnt alive. If any one has twiges, and if he greatly
respect and be kind to one of them, either outi®falfection to her, or for
her beauty, or for some other reason, while theroith of less esteem with
him; and if the son of her that is beloved be thenger by birth than another
born of the other wife, but endeavors to obtain riigat of primogeniture
from his father's kindness to his mother, and wdhkteby obtain a double
portion of his father's substance, for that doubdgtion is what | have
allotted him in the laws, - let not this be peredlt for it is unjust that he who
is the elder by birth should be deprived of whadug to him, on the father's
disposition of his estate, because his mother vadsequally regarded by
him. He that hath corrupted a damsel espouseddthanman, in case he
had her consent, let both him and her be put tahddar they are both
equally guilty; the man, because he persuaded tmean willingly to submit
to a most impure action, and to prefer it to lawfuddlock; the woman,
because she was persuaded to yield herself to bepted, either for
pleasure or for gain. However, if a man light ow@man when she is alone,
and forces her, where nobody was present to corhertassistance, let him
only be put to death. Let him that hath corruptedrgin not yet espoused
marry her; but if the father of the damsel be niliirg that she should be his
wife, let him pay fifty shekels as the price of Ipeostitution. He that desires
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to be divorced from his wife for any cause (11) tgbaver, (and many such
causes happen among men,) let him in writing gssuence that he will
never use her as his wife any more; for by thismaesdne may be at liberty to
marry another husband, although before this bidliebrce be given, she is
not to be permitted so to do: but if she be misuseHdim also, or if, when he
Is dead, her first husband would marry her agaishall not be lawful for
her to return to him. If a woman's husband die, &al’e her without
children, let his brother marry her, and let hiri ttee son that is born to him
by his brother's name, and educate him as theohéis inheritance, for this
procedure will be for the benefit of the publicchase thereby families will
not fail, and the estate will continue among thedked; and this will be for
the solace of wives under their affliction, tha¢yhare to be married to the
next relation of their former husbands. But if threther will not marry her,
let the woman come before the senate, and propestly that this brother
will not admit her for his wife, but will injure #tamemory of his deceased
brother, while she is willing to continue in thenfdy, and to hear him
children. And when the senate have inquired of ftunwhat reason it is that
he is averse to this marriage, whether he giveadads a good reason, the
matter must come to this issue, That the womarn klude the sandals of the
brother, and shall spit in his face, and say, Hesedees this reproachful
treatment from her, as having injured the memorthefdeceased. And then
let him go away out of the senate, and bear tpsoeeh upon him all his life
long; and let her marry to whom she pleases, di siscseek her in marriage.
But now, if any man take captive, either a virgam, one that hath been
married, (12) and has a mind to marry her, let hoh be allowed to bring
her to bed to him, or to live with her as his wibefore she hath her head
shaven, and hath put on her mourning habit, anéméed her relations and
friends that were slain in the battle, that by timesans she may give vent to
her sorrow for them, and after that may betake diet® feasting and
matrimony; for it is good for him that takes a woman order to have
children by her, to be complaisant to her inclioas, and not merely to
pursue his own pleasure, while he hath no regavehtt is agreeable to her.
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But when thirty days are past, as the time of mimgrnfor so many are
sufficient to prudent persons for lamenting therds@friends, then let them
proceed to the marriage; but in case when he lagigfied his lust, he be too
proud to retain her for his wife, let him not hava his power to make her a
slave, but let her go away whither she pleases,hanvé that privilege of a
free woman.

24. As to those young men that despise their psremd do not pay
them honor, but offer them affronts, either becahsg are ashamed of them
or think themselves wiser than they, - in the fp$ice, let their parents
admonish them in words, (for they are by naturawthority sufficient for
becoming their judges,) and let them say thus émth That they cohabited
together, not for the sake of pleasure, nor for dagmentation of their
riches, by joining both their stocks together, W&t they might have
children to take care of them in their old age, amdght by them have what
they then should want. And say further to him, "fTwhen thou wast born,
we took thee up with gladness, and gave God thategethanks for thee,
and brought time up with great care, and sparechébhing that appeared
useful for thy preservation, and for thy instruntiocn what was most
excellent. And now, since it is reasonable to feeghe sins of those that are
young, let it suffice thee to have given so mardigations Of thy contempt
of us; reform thyself, and act more wisely for three to come; considering
that God is displeased with those that are insolewards their parents,
because he is himself the Father of the whole odteankind, and seems to
bear part of that dishonor which falls upon thdsa thave the same name,
when they do not meet with dire returns from tlohitdren. And on such the
law inflicts inexorable punishment; of which pumsént mayst thou never
have the experience." Now if the insolence of yooman be thus cured, let
them escape the reproach which their former erdeserved; for by this
means the lawgiver will appear to be good, andmarkappy, while they
never behold either a son or a daughter broughgutishment. But if it
happen that these words and instructions, convéyethem in order to
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reclaim the man, appear to be useless, then tlemddf renders the laws
implacable enemies to the insolence he has offaredparents; let him

therefore be brought forth (13) by these very parent of the city, with a

multitude following him, and there let him be stdneand when he has
continued there for one whole day, that all thepteonay see him, let him
be buried in the night. And thus it is that we bwaly whom the laws

condemn to die, upon any account whatsoever. Leenamies that fall in

battle be also buried; nor let any one dead boelyabove the ground, or
suffer a punishment beyond what justice requires.

25. Let no one lend to any one of the Hebrews wmsamy, neither usury
of what is eaten or what is drunken, for it is just to make advantage of the
misfortunes of one of thy own countrymen; but whi®ou hast been assistant
to his necessities, think it thy gain if thou ob&st their gratitude to thee;
and withal that reward which will come to thee fr&wod, for thy humanity
towards him.

26. Those who have borrowed either silver or any iofruits, whether
dry or wet, (I mean this, when the Jewish affainalls by the blessing of
God, be to their own mind,) let the borrowers brihgm again, and restore
them with pleasure to those who lent them, layimgnt up, as it were, in
their own treasuries, and justly expecting to nee¢hem thence, if they shall
want them again. But if they be without shame, dadot restore it, let not
the lender go to the borrower's house, and takéedge himself, before
judgment be given concerning it; but let him requine pledge, and let the
debtor bring it of himself, without the least oppios to him that comes
upon him under the protection of the law. And ifthat gave the pledge be
rich, let the creditor retain it till what he lebé paid him again; but if he be
poor, let him that takes it return it before theingpdown of the sun,
especially if the pledge be a garment, that thetadteimay have it for a
covering in his sleep, God himself naturally shayvimercy to the poor. It is
also not lawful to take a millstone, nor any utétisereto belonging, for a
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pledge, that the debtor, may not be deprived dfunsents to get their food
withal, and lest they be undone by their necessity.

27. Let death be the punishment for stealing a rbam;he that hath
purloined gold or silver, let him pay double. Ifyaone kill a man that is
stealing something out of his house, let him beersed guiltless, although
the man were only breaking in at the wall. Let hirat hath stolen cattle pay
fourfold what is lost, excepting the case of anfox,which let the thief pay
fivefold. Let him that is so poor that he cannoy péhat mulet is laid upon
him, be his servant to whom he was adjudged tatpay

28. If any one be sold to one of his own natiomn,hien serve him six
years, and on the seventh let him go free. Bueihhve a son by a woman
servant in his purchaser's house, and if, on ad¢coluhis good-will to his
master, and his natural affection to his wife amidcen, he will be his
servant still, let him be set free only at the amgnbf the year of jubilee,
which is the fiftieth year, and let him then takeay with him his children
and wife, and let them be free also.

29. If any one find gold or silver on the road, &t inquire after him
that lost it, and make proclamation of the placeemhhe found it, and then
restore it to him again, as not thinking it rigbtrhake his own profit by the
loss of another. And the same rule is to be obsenveattle found to have
wandered away into a lonely place. If the ownenbepresently discovered,
let him that is the finder keep it with himself,daappeal to God that he has
not purloined what belongs to another.

30. It is not lawful to pass by any beast thatnidistress, when in a
storm it is fallen down in the mire, but to endeatmpreserve it, as having a
sympathy with it in its pain.

31. It is also a duty to show the roads to those dd not know them,
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and not to esteem it a matter for sport, when wddn others' advantages, by
setting them in a wrong way.

32. In like manner, let no one revile a persondbn dumb.

33. If men strive together, and there be no insgminof iron, let him
that is smitten be avenged immediately, by infligtthe same punishment on
him that smote him: but if when he is carried hdmeelie sick many days,
and then die, let him that smote him not escapeésparent; but if he that is
smitten escape death, and yet be at great expanBes fcure, the smiter shall
pay for all that has been expended during the afias sickness, and for all
that he has paid the physician. He that kicks a aomith child, so that the
woman miscarry, (14) let him pay a fine in moneg, tae judges shall
determine, as having diminished the multitude by destruction of what
was in her womb; and let money also be given the&ds husband by him
that kicked her; but if she die of the stroke,Hah also be put to death, the
law judging it equitable that life should go fdieli

34. Let no one of the Israelites keep any poisd) (hat may cause
death, or any other harm; but if he be caught wjtlet him be put to death,
and suffer the very same mischief that he woulceHarought upon them for
whom the poison was prepared.

35. He that maimeth any one, let him undergo tke himself, and be
deprived of the same member of which he hath degrilie other, unless he
that is maimed will accept of money instead ofLé)(for the law makes the
sufferer the judge of the value of what he hatliesatl, and permits him to
estimate it, unless he will be more severe.

36. Let him that is the owner of an ox which pubhsith his horn, Kkill
him: but if he pushes and gores any one in theskng-floor, let him be put
to death by stoning, and let him not be thoughtofitfood: but if his owner
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be convicted as having known what his nature was hath not kept him up,
let him also be put to death, as being the occasfidhe ox's having killed a
man. But if the ox have killed a man-servant, onad-servant, let him be
stoned; and let the owner of the ox pay thirty €hek17) to the master of
him that was slain; but if it be an ox that is tramsitten and killed, let both
the oxen, that which smote the other and that whiah killed, be sold, and
let the owners of them divide their price betwdsan.

37. Let those that dig a well or a pit be carefulay planks over them,
and so keep them shut up, not in order to hindgrpgmsons from drawing
water, but that there may be no danger of fallmg them. But if any one's
beast fall into such a well or pit thus digged, aod shut up, and perish, let
the owner pay its price to the owner of the belast.there be a battlement
round the tops of your houses instead of a wadk, thay prevent any persons
from rolling down and perishing.

38. Let him that has received any thing in trustdonother, take care to
keep it as a sacred and divine thing; and let r® ioaent any contrivance
whereby to deprive him that hath intrusted it wiiln of the same, and this
whether he be a man or a woman; no, not althougir ke were to gain an
immense sum of gold, and this where he cannot beiced of it by any
body; for it is fit that a man's own conscience,jalihknows what he hath,
should in all cases oblige him to do well. Let tbsscience be his witness,
and make him always act so as may procure him comati®on from others;
but let him chiefly have regard to God, from whomwicked man can lie
concealed: but if he in whom the trust was reposatthout any deceit of his
own, lose what he was intrusted withal, let him eobefore the seven
judges, and swear by God that nothing hath beanwilngly, or with a
wicked intention, and that he hath not made usengfpart thereof, and so
let him depart without blame; but if he hath made wf the least part of
what was committed to him, and it be lost, let liencondemned to repay all
that he had received. After the same manner asegettrusts it is to be, if
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any one defraud those that undergo bodily labohiior. And let it be always
remembered, that we are not to defraud a poor rdmsovages, as being
sensible that God has allotted these wages to mstead of land and other
possessions; nay, this payment is not at all tddbayed, but to be made that
very day, since God is not willing to deprive thbdrer of the immediate use
of what he hath labored for.

39. You are not to punish children for the faultsheir parents, but on
account of their own virtue rather to vouchsafertrmmiseration, because
they were born of wicked parents, than hatred, liezdhey were born of
bad ones. Nor indeed ought we to impute the sichdfiren to their fathers,
while young persons indulge themselves in many tjpex different from
what they have been instructed in, and this byrtheud refusal of such
instruction.

40. Let those that have made themselves eunuchade detestation;
and do you avoid any conversation with them whceehdeprived themselves
of their manhood, and of that fruit of generationmieln God has given to men
for the increase of their kind: let such be driamay, as if they had killed
their children, since they beforehand have losttvwghauld procure them; for
evident it is, that while their soul is become #ffeate, they have withal
transfused that effeminacy to their body also.ike manner do you treat all
that is of a monstrous nature when it is looked mor; is it lawful to geld
men or any other animals. (18)

41. Let this be the constitution of your politidalvs in time of peace,
and God will be so merciful as to preserve thiseéigat settlement free from
disturbance: and may that time never come which magvate any thing,
and change it for the contrary. But since it mw=tds happen that mankind
fall into troubles and dangers, either undesignedlintentionally, come let
us make a few constitutions concerning them, thatbesing apprised
beforehand what ought to be done, you may havdasglgeounsels ready
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when you want them, and may not then be obligegbtto seek what is to be
done, and so be unprovided, and fall into dangecouamstances. May you
be a laborious people, and exercise your soulsintuous actions, and
thereby possess and inherit the land without warkile neither any
foreigners make war upon it, and so afflict your may internal sedition
seize upon it, whereby you may do things that argrary to your fathers,
and so lose the laws which they have established. ay you continue in
the observation of those laws which God hath apmtowef, and hath
delivered to you. Let all sort of warlike operaspmwhether they befall you
now in your own time, or hereafter in the timegofir posterity, be done out
of your own borders: but when you are about toaywar, send embassages
and heralds to those who are your voluntary enerfoed is a right thing to
make use of words to them before you come to yaespens of war; and
assure them thereby, that although you have a rmusermy, with horses
and weapons, and, above these, a God merciful up aqod ready to assist
you, you do however desire them not to compel yofiight against them,
nor to take from them what they have, which willleéed be our gain, but
what they will have no reason to wish we shouldetak ourselves. And if
they hearken to you, it will be proper for you el peace with them; but if
they trust in their own strength, as superior tairgo and will not do you
justice, lead your army against them, making us&ofl as your supreme
Commander, but ordaining for a lieutenant under bine that is of the
greatest courage among you, for these differentncanders, besides their
being an obstacle to actions that are to be dondhensudden, are a
disadvantage to those that make use of them. Leadray pure, and of
chosen men, composed of all such as have extraoydstrength of body
and hardiness of soul; but do you send away thertios part, lest they run
away in the time of action, and so afford an adygatto your enemies. Do
you also give leave to those that have lately ibéim houses, and have not
yet lived in them a year's time; and to those thave planted them
vineyards, and have not yet been partakers of thaiis, - to continue in
their own country; as well as those also who haeg&othed, or lately
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married them wives, lest they have such an affectiw these things that
they he too sparing of their lives, and, by resegvihemselves for these
enjoyments, they become voluntary cowards, on adaafutheir wives.

42. When you have pitched your camp, take careybatdo nothing
that is cruel. And when you are engaged in a siagd;want timber for the
making of warlike engines, do not you render thedlanaked by cutting
down trees that bear fruit, but spare them, asidenng that they were
made for the benefit of men; and that if they capéak, they would have a
just plea against you, because, though they areauaisions of the war, they
are unjustly treated, and suffer in it, and wouldhey were able, remove
themselves into another land. When you have bagatenenemies in battle,
slay those that have fought against you; but pves#dre others alive, that
they may pay you tribute, excepting the nationh& Canaanites; for as to
that people, you must entirely destroy them.

43, Take care, especially in your battles, thatvomman use the habit of
a man, nor man the garment of a woman.

44. This was the form of political government whialas left us by
Moses. Moreover, he had already delivered laws riting (19) in the
fortieth year [after they came out of Egypt], camzeg which we will
discourse in another book. But now on the followdtays (for he called them
to assemble continually) he delivered blessingshem, and curses upon
those that should not live according to the laws, $hould transgress the
duties that were determined for them to observeerAhis, he read to them a
poetic song, which was composed in hexameter varmkJeft it to them in
the holy book: it contained a prediction of whatsw@ come to pass
afterward; agreeably whereto all things have hapgel along, and do still
happen to us; and wherein he has not at all devifitem the truth.
Accordingly, he delivered these books to the pri€dd) with the ark; into
which he also put the ten commandments, writtentwa tables. He
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delivered to them the tabernacle also, and exhdtedpeople, that when
they had conquered the land, and were settled tiney should not forget the
injuries of the Amalekites, but make war againsenth and inflict
punishment upon them for what mischief they didnth&hen they were in
the wilderness; and that when they had got possess the land of the
Canaanites, and when they had destroyed the whalitude of its
inhabitants, as they ought to do, they should esacaltar that should face
the rising sun, not far from the city of Shechemiween the two mountains,
that of Gerizzim, situate on the right hand, amat ttalled Ebal, on the left;
and that the army should be so divided, that gde$rshould stand upon each
of the two mountains, and with them the Levites #mal priests. And that
first, those that were upon Mount Gerizzim shoulalydor the best blessings
upon those who were diligent about the worship oflGind the observation
of his laws, and who did not reject what Moses kaid to them; while the
other wished them all manner of happiness also;vameh these last put up
the like prayers, the former praised them. Aftes,tburses were denounced
upon those that should transgress those laws, ,Hreswvering one another
alternately, by way of confirmation of what had besaid. Moses also wrote
their blessings and their curses, that they mightd them so thoroughly,
that they might never be forgotten by length ofeiltAnd when he was ready
to die, he wrote these blessings and curses umoaltir, on each side of it;
where he says also the people stood, and therfisadrand offered burnt-
offerings, though after that day they never offeupdn it any other sacrifice,
for it was not lawful so to do. These are the atutsbns of Moses; and the
Hebrew nation still live according to them.

45. On the next day, Moses called the people tegethith the women
and children, to a congregation, so as the vemneslavere present also, that
they might engage themselves to the observatidhesie laws by oath; and
that, duly considering the meaning of God in thémy might not, either for
favor of their kindred, or out of fear of any oo, indeed for any motive
whatsoever, think any thing ought to be prefermethese laws, and so might
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transgress them. That in case any one of theirldaad, or any city, should
attempt to confound or dissolve their constitutidrgovernment, they should
take vengeance upon them, both all in generaleactl person in particular;
and when they had conquered them, should overhem tity to the very
foundations, and, if possible, should not leave l#sest footsteps of such
madness: but that if they were not able to také siemgeance, they should
still demonstrate that what was done was contraryheir wills. So the
multitude bound themselves by oath so to do.

46. Moses taught them also by what means theirfisasr might be the
most acceptable to God; and how they should gb forivar, making use of
the stones (in the high priest's breastplate)Heirtdirection, (21) as | have
before signified. Joshua also prophesied while Magas present. And when
Moses had recapitulated whatsoever he had dortdqgoreservation of the
people, both in their wars and in peace, and haposed them a body of
laws, and procured them an excellent form of govemt, he foretold, as
God had declared to him "That if they transgresbed institution for the
worship of God, they should experience the follggyvimiseries: - Their land
should be full of weapons of war from their enemaesd their cities should
be overthrown, and their temple should be burnit ttiiey should be sold for
slaves, to such men as would have no pity on thethair afflictions; that
they would then repent, when that repentance wowoldvay profit them
under their sufferings. "Yet," said he, "will th&od who founded your
nation, restore your cities to your citizens, wilieir temple also; and you
shall lose these advantages not once only, but.bfte

47. Now when Moses had encouraged Joshua to leadheuarmy
against the Canaanites, by telling him that God ld/@ssist him in all his
undertakings, and had blessed the whole multith@esaid, "Since | am
going to my forefathers, and God has determinetitthe. should be the day
of my departure to them, | return him thanks wHilam still alive and
present with you, for that providence he hath ageccover you, which hath
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not only delivered us from the miseries we lay undet hath bestowed a
state of prosperity upon us; as also, that he hasiisted me in the pains |
took, and in all the contrivances | had in my capeut you, in order to better
your condition, and hath on all occasions showeashklf favorable to us; or
rather he it was who first conducted our affairgj &rought them to a happy
conclusion, by making use of me as a vicarious ggnmder him, and as a
minister in those matters wherein he was willingdtoyou good: on which
account | think it proper to bless that Divine Powich will take care of
you for the time to come, and this in order to yepeat debt which | owe
him, and to leave behind me a memorial that weoatged to worship and
honor him, and to keep those laws which are thet mesellent gift of all
those he hath already bestowed upon us, or wHible, continue favorable to
us, he will bestow upon us hereafter. Certainly tsanén legislator is a
terrible enemy when his laws are affronted, andw@ade to no purpose. And
may you never experience that displeasure of Godchwhwill be the
consequence of the neglect of these his laws, wiaghwho is your Creator,
hath given you."

48. When Moses had spoken thus at the end offajsaind had foretold
what would befall to every one of their tribes (2&erward, with the
addition of a blessing to them, the multitude fatb tears, insomuch that
even the women, by beating their breasts, madefesirthe deep concern
they had when he was about to die. The childrem lalmented still more, as
not able to contain their grief; and thereby demdarthat even at their age
they were sensible of his virtue and mighty deautst truly there seemed to
be a strife betwixt the young and the old who stiaubst grieve for him.
The old grieved because they knew what a careftkptor they were to be
deprived of, and so lamented their future state;tbe young grieved, not
only for that, but also because it so happenedttiegt were to be left by him
before they had well tasted of his virtue. Now omey make a guess at the
excess of this sorrow and lamentation of the nudat from what happened
to the legislator himself; for although he was atev@ersuaded that he ought
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not to be cast down at the approach of death, dimeauindergoing it was
agreeable to the will of God and the law of natyet,what the people did so
overbore him, that he wept himself. Now as he wenhce to the place
where he was to vanish out of their sight, they fallowed after him
weeping; but Moses beckoned with his hand to thloaewere remote from
him, and bade them stay behind in quiet, while Xtgoged those that were
near to him that they would not render his departep lamentable.
Whereupon they thought they ought to grant him thaobr, to let him depart
according as he himself desired; so they restraimeinselves, though
weeping still towards one another. All those whoampanied him were the
senate, and Eleazar the high priest, and Joshuactmmander. Now as
soon as they were come to the mountain called Ahdwhich is a very high
mountain, situate over against Jericho, and oneaffards, to such as are
upon it, a prospect of the greatest part of theebxat land of Canaan,) he
dismissed the senate; and as he was going to eenkiaazar and Joshua,
and was still discoursing with them, a cloud stoweér him on the sudden,
and he disappeared in a certain valley, althougtviote in the holy books
that he died, which was done out of fear, lest #leyuld venture to say that,
because of his extraordinary virtue, he went to.God

49. Now Moses lived in all one hundred and twerdgrg; a third part of
which time, abating one month, he was the peopdes; and he died on the
last month of the year, which is called by the Mbmaans Dystrus, but by
us Adar, on the first day of the month. He was thia¢ exceeded all men that
ever were in understanding, and made the best udsevhat that
understanding suggested to him. He had a very fylacay of speaking and
addressing himself to the multitude; and as toother qualifications, he had
such a full command of his passions, as if he lgdrdtl any such in his soul,
and only knew them by their names, as rather pargethem in other men
than in himself. He was also such a general ofrmry as is seldom seen, as
well as such a prophet as was never known, anddlssich a degree, that
whatsoever he pronounced, you would think you hehedvoice of God
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himself. So the people mourned for him thirty days: did ever any grief so

deeply affect the Hebrews as did this upon thehde&tMoses: nor were

those that had experienced his conduct the onlsopsrthat desired him, but
those also that perused the laws he left behindhacha strong desire after
him, and by them gathered the extraordinary vitieewas master of. And

this shall suffice for the declaration of the manokthe death of Moses.

Footnotes:

1. Josephus here, in this one sentence, sums up tos rd Moses's very
long and very serious exhortations in the book efiteronomy; and his
words are so true, and of such importance, thatdleserve to be had in
constant remembrance.

2. This law, both here and Exodus 20:25, 26, of ningap to God's altar
by ladder-steps, but on an acclivity, seems ndtawee belonged to the
altar of the tabernacle, which was in all but theedits high, Exodus
27:4; nor to that of Ezekiel, which was expressiybe gone up to by
steps, ch. 43:17; but rather to occasional altdreny considerable
altitude and largeness; as also probably to Sol&sraitar, to which it is
here applied by Josephus, as well as to that iok&iel's and Herod's
temple, which were, | think, all ten cubits higheeS2 Chronicles 4:1,
and Antig. B. VIII. ch. 3. sect. 7. The reason whgse temples, and
these only, were to have this ascent on an acggliaid not by steps, is
obvious, that before the invention of stairs, saslwe now use, decency
could not be otherwise provided for in the loosengants which the
priests wore, as the law required. See Lamy of Thbeernacle and
Temple, p. 444.

3. The hire of public or secret harlots was given ten\Ms in Syria, as
Lucian informs us, p. 878; and against some suehpvactice of the old
idolaters this law seems to have been made.

4. The Apostolical Constitutions, B. II. ch. 26. se8l, expound this law
of Moses, Exodus 22. 28, "Thou shalt not revil®laspheme the gods,”
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or magistrates, which is a much more probable atposthan this of
Josephus, of heathen gillis, as here, and agapishAB. Il. ch. 3. sect.
31. What book of the law was thus publicly read gee note on Antiqg.
B. X. ch. 5. sect. 5, and 1 Esd. 9:8-55.

. Whether these phylacteries, and other Jewish mataf the law here
mentioned by Josephus, and by Muses, (besidesritihges on the
borders of their garments, Numbers 15:37,) weeedily meant by God,
| much question. That they have been long obsebyethe Pharisees
and Rabbinical Jews is certain; however, the Kesaitvho receive not
the unwritten traditions of the elders, but keepselto the written law,
with Jerome and Grotius, think they were not lillgreo be understood,;
as Bernard and Reland here take notice. Nor indeddemember that,
either in the ancienter books of the Old Testamentn the books we
call Apocrypha, there are any signs of such liteohiservations
appearing among the Jews, though their real orioafssignification,
l.e. the constant remembrance and observationeofaivs of God by
Moses, be frequently inculcated in all the sacreitings.

. Here, as well as elsewhere, sect. 38, of his kiet. 14, and of the War,
B. Il. ch. 20. sect. 5, are but seven judges apedifor small cities,
instead of twenty-three in the modern Rabbins; Whiwodern Rabbis
are always but of very little authority in companisof our Josephus.

. | have never observed elsewhere, that in the Jegashrnment women
were not admitted as legal withesses in courtaustige. None of our
copies of the Pentateuch say a word of it. It is/y@wobable, however,
that this was the exposition of the scribes andiBé@s, and the practice
of the Jews in the days of Josephus.

. This penalty of "forty stripes save one," here nwardd, and sect. 23,
was five times inflicted on St. Paul himself by thews, 2 Corinthians
11:24

. Josephus's plain and express interpretation of ldag of Moses,
Deuteronomy 14:28, 29; 26:12, etc., that the Jewsevbound every
third year to pay three tithes, that to the Levitthst for sacrifices at
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Jerusalem, and this for the indigent, the widovd #re orphans, is fully
confirmed by the practice of good old Tobit, evemew he was a captive
in Assyria, against the opinions of the Rabbind)ifTb:6-8.

These tokens of virginity, as the Hebrew and Sephiastyle them,
Deuteronomy 22:15, 17, 20, seem to me very diffefeom what our
later interpreters suppose. They appear ratheat® been such close
linen garments as were never put off virgins, atlerertain age, till they
were married, but before witnesses, and which, entiey were entire,
were certain evidences of such virginity. See thasgiq. B. VII. ch. 8.
sect. 1; 2 Samuel 13:18; Isaiah 6:1 Josephus heerndines nothing
what were these particular tokens of virginity ércorruption: perhaps
he thought he could not easily describe them tohiethens, without
saying what they might have thought a breach of eayd which
seeming breach of modesty laws cannot always wiawibyd.

These words of Josephus are very like those ofPimarisees to our
Savior upon this very subject, Matthew 19:3, "Isawful for a man to
put away his wife for every cause?"

Here it is supposed that this captive's husbandhd were before a
married woman, was dead before, or rather was sidinis very battle,
otherwise it would have been adultery in him tharmed her.

See Herod the Great insisting on the executiomisflaw, with relation
to two of his own sons, before the judges at BeryAntig. B. XVI. ch.
11. sect. 2.

Philo and others appear to have understood this BExwdus 21:22, 23,
better than Josephus, who seems to allow, thagththe infant in the
mother's womb, even after the mother were quicl, smthe infant had
a rational soul, were killed by the stroke upon thether, yet if the
mother escaped, the offender should only be fiaad, not put to death;
while the law seems rather to mean, that if thanbfin that case be
killed, though the mother escape, the offender rhagbut to death, and
not only when the mother is killed, as Josehus rstded it. It seems
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

22.

this was the exposition of the Pharisees in thes ddyosephus.

What we render a witch, according to our modermongtof witchcratft,
Exodus 22:15, Philo and Josephus understood ofsamer, or one who
attempted by secret and unlawful drugs or philteatake away the
senses or the lives of men.

This permission of redeeming this penalty with mome not in our
copies, Exodus 21:24, 25; Leviticus 24:20; Deuteron 19:21.

We may here note, that thirty shekels, the priceSavior was sold for
by Judas to the Jews, Matthew 26:15, and 27;3,thea®ld value of a
bought servant or slave among that people.

This law against castration, even of brutes, isl ¢ai be so rigorous
elsewhere, as to inflict death on him that doesviiich seems only a
Pharisaical interpretation in the days of Josemfubat law, Leviticus
21:20, and 22:24: only we may hence observe, tlmtléws could then
have no oxen which are gelded, but only bulls awls; in Judea.

These laws seem to be those above-mentionedAs@dtihis chapter.
What laws were now delivered to the priests, seentite on Antiq. B.
lll. ch. 1. sect. 7,

Of the exact place where this altar was to be buhether nearer Mount
Gerizzim or Mount Ebal, according to Josephus, Besay on the Old
Testament, p. 168--171.

Dr. Bernard well observes here, how unfortunates theglect of
consulting the Urim was to Joshua himself, in thsecof the Gibeonites,
who put a trick upon him, and ensnared him, togethin the rest of the
Jewish rulers, with a solemn oath to preserve theomtrary to his
commission to extirpate all the Canaanites, root laranch; which oath
he and the other rulers never durst break. Se@t8i Politics, p. 55,
56; and this snare they were brought into becaneg tdid not ask
counsel at the mouth of the Lord," Joshua 9:14.

Since Josephus assures us here, as is most nataral supposed, and
as the Septuagint gives the text, Deuteronomy 3B&,Moses blessed
every one of the tribes of Israel, it is evidenattisimeon was not
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omitted in his copy, as it unhappily now is, bothdur Hebrew and
Samaritan copies.
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