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Chapter 1
Ptolemy Took Jerusalem and Judea

1. Now when Alexander, king of Macedon, had putem to the
dominion of the Persians, and had settled the raffen Judea after the
forementioned manner, he ended his life. And agbiernment fell among
many, Antigonus obtained Asia, Seleucus Babylod; @inthe other nations
which were there, Lysimachus governed the Hellespand Cassander
possessed Macedonia; as did Ptolemy the son ofsLagize upon Egypt.
And while these princes ambitiously strove one rgfaanother, every one
for his own principality, it came to pass that theere continual wars, and
those lasting wars too; and the cities were suféer@nd lost a great many of
their inhabitants in these times of distress, inscmthat all Syria, by the
means of Ptolemy the son of Lagus, underwent theerse of that
denomination of Savior, which he then had. He akiaed upon Jerusalem,
and for that end made use of deceit and treacherygs he came into the
city on a sabbath day, as if he would offer samesi (1) he, without any
trouble, gained the city, while the Jews did nobage him, for they did not
suspect him to be their enemy; and he gained €, thecause they were free
from suspicion of him, and because on that day thveye at rest and
guietness; and when he had gained it, he ruledibwea cruel manner. Nay,
Agatharchides of Cnidus, who wrote the acts of Aleder's successors,
reproaches us with superstition, as if we, byat] fost our liberty; where he
says thus: "There is a nation called the natiotheflJews, who inhabit a city
strong and great, named Jerusalem. These men too&ra, but let it come
into the hands of Ptolemy, as not willing to takens, and thereby they
submitted to be under a hard master, by reasonh@f tunseasonable
superstition." This is what Agatharchides relatéwar nation. But when
Ptolemy had taken a great many captives, both tftemmountainous parts
of Judea, and from the places about Jerusalem amdr&, and the places
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near Mount Gerizzim, he led them all into Egyp), 4&d settled them there.
And as he knew that the people of Jerusalem werst fiaathful in the
observation of oaths and covenants; and this flmenanswer they made to
Alexander, when he sent an embassage to themhaftesd beaten Darius in
battle; so he distributed many of them into gangand at Alexandria gave
them equal privileges of citizens with the Macedmsi themselves; and
required of them to take their oaths, that they lidweep their fidelity to the
posterity of those who committed these places ¢ ttare. Nay, there were
not a few other Jews who, of their own accord, wetat Egypt, as invited by
the goodness of the soil, and by the liberalityPodlemy. However, there
were disoders among their posterity, with relattonthe Samaritans, on
account of their resolution to preserve that cohdofc life which was
delivered to them by their forefathers, and thegreélnpon contended one
with another, while those of Jerusalem said thair ttemple was holy, and
resolved to send their sacrifices thither; but 8amaritans were resolved
that they should be sent to Mount Gerizzim.

Footnotes:

1. Here Josephus uses the very word koinopltagia,intgathings
common,"” for "eating things unclean;" as does oewN estament, Acts
10:14, 15, 28; 11:8, 9; Romans 14:14,

2. The great number of these Jews and Samaritanswibia formerly
carried into Egypt by Alexander, and now by Ptoletimy son of Lagus,
appear afterwards in the vast multitude who as hal see presently,
were soon ransomed by Philadelphus, and by him rirade before he
sent for the seventy-two interpreters; in the mgayrisons and other
soldiers of that nation in Egypt; in the famousleatent of Jews, and
the number of their synagogues at Alexandria, laitgrward; and in the
vehement contention between the Jews and Samatitarder
Philometer, about the place appointed for publieshg in the law of
Moses, whether at the Jewish temple of Jerusalerat the Samaritan
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temple of Gerizzim; of all which our author tre&sreafter. And as to
the Samaritans carried into Egypt under the sanmeces, Scaliger
supposes that those who have a great synagoguarat &s also those
whom the Arabic geographer speaks of as havingdemn an island in

the Red Sea, are remains of them at this very dsythe notes here
inform us.



Chapter 2

Ptolemy Philadelphus Procured the Laws of the
Jews to Be Translated into the Greek Tongue

1. When Alexander had reigned twelve years, aner &ftm Ptolemy
Soter forty years, Philadelphus then took the kamgdbf Egypt, and held it
forty years within one. He procured the law to bteipreted, and set free
those that were come from Jerusalem into Egypt,veer@ in slavery there,
who were a hundred and twenty thousand. The oatasas this: Demetrius
Phalerius, who was library keeper to the king, waw endeavoring, if it
were possible, to gather together all the books$ Were in the habitable
earth, and buying whatsoever was any where valualblagreeable to the
king's inclination, (who was very earnestly set mpollecting of books,) to
which inclination of his Demetrius was zealoushbservient. And when
once Ptolemy asked him how many ten thousandsak<lbe had collected,
he replied, that he had already about twenty timeghousand; but that, in a
little time, he should have fifty times ten thoudaBut be said he had been
informed that there were many books of laws amdreg Jews worthy of
inquiring after, and worthy of the king's librafyut which, being written in
characters and in a dialect of their own, will ;can® small pains in getting
them translated into the Greek tongue; (1) thatctmeracter in which they
are written seems to be like to that which is tlmeppr character of the
Syrians, and that its sound, when pronouncedkestheirs also; and that this
sound appears to be peculiar to themselves. Wheréf® said that nothing
hindered why they might not get those books toraeslated also; for while
nothing is wanting that is necessary for that paeyove may have their
books also in this library. So the king thoughtttiteemetrius was very
zealous to procure him abundance of books, anchihauggested what was
exceeding proper for him to do; and therefore hetevio the Jewish high
priest, that he should act accordingly.
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2. Now there was one Aristeus, who was among thg'«imost intimate
friends, and on account of his modesty very actdgt him. This Aristeus
resolved frequently, and that before now, to pmtithe king that he would
set all the captive Jews in his kingdom free; amdthought this to be a
convenient opportunity for the making that petiti®@o he discoursed, in the
first place, with the captains of the king's guai®issibius of Tarentum, and
Andreas, and persuaded them to assist him in whatas going to intercede
with the king for. Accordingly Aristeus embracedetisame opinion with
those that have been before mentioned, and wethiet&ing, and made the
following speech to him: "It is not fit for us, Qng, to overlook things
hastily, or to deceive ourselves, but to lay thehtropen. For since we have
determined not only to get the laws of the Jewssitebed, but interpreted
also, for thy satisfaction, by what means can wédg while so many of the
Jews are now slaves in thy kingdom? Do thou theatwill be agreeable to
thy magnanimity, and to thy good nature: free thieom the miserable
condition they are in, because that God, who suppothy kingdom, was
the author of their laws as | have learned by paldr inquiry; for both these
people, and we also, worship the same God the frafmal things. We call
him, and that truly, by the name of GREEK, [or lite Jupiter,] because he
breathes life into all men. Wherefore do thou nestbese men to their own
country, and this do to the honor of God, becahiesd men pay a peculiarly
excellent worship to him. And know this furtheraththough | be not of kin
to them by birth, nor one of the same country whigm, yet do | desire these
favors to be done them, since all men are the warlghip of God; and | am
sensible that he is well-pleased with those thaj@lud. | do therefore put up
this petition to thee, to do good to them."

3. When Aristeus was saying thus, the king lookpdnuhim with a
cheerful and joyful countenance, and said, "How yntm thousands dost
thou suppose there are of such as want to be mee@"fTo which Andreas
replied, as he stood by, and said," A few more tieantimes ten thousand."
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The king made answer, "And is this a small giftt tteou askest, Aristeus?"
But Sosibius, and the rest that stood by, said hleabught to offer such a
thank-offering as was worthy of his greatness afl,stw that God who had
given him his kingdom. With this answer he was mptdased; and gave
order, that when they paid the soldiers their watgesy should lay down [a
hundred and] twenty drachmas (2) for every onehef $laves? And he
promised to publish a magnificent decree, aboutt Wiy requested, which
should confirm what Aristeus had proposed, and @afiwe what God willed
should be done; whereby he said he would not osfiytreose free who had
been led away captive by his father and his armythnse who were in this
kingdom before, and those also, if any such theezeywwho had been
brought away since. And when they said that tredlemption money would
amount to above four hundred talents, he grante®l a@bpy of which decree
| have determined to preserve, that the magnaniofitthis king may be
made known. Its contents were as follows: "Lettlailse who were soldiers
under our father, and who, when they overran Samié Phoenicia, and laid
waste Judea, took the Jews captives, and made shkesas, and brought
them into our cities, and into this country, andritsold them; as also all
those that were in my kingdom before them, andhdfré be any that have
been lately brought thither, - be made free bydhbat possess them; and let
them accept of [a hundred and] twenty drachmasWVery slave. And let the
soldiers receive this redemption money with thaiy,dut the rest out of the
king's treasury: for | suppose that they were medptives without our
father's consent, and against equity; and that ttmintry was harassed by
the insolence of the soldiers, and that, by renmp\tlmem into Egypt, the
soldiers have made a great profit by them. Ouegéard therefore to justice,
and out of pity to those that have been tyrannaestr, contrary to equity, |
enjoin those that have such Jews in their serdcget them at liberty, upon
the receipt of the before-mentioned sum; and tlmabne use any deceit
about them, but obey what is here commanded. Andl that they give in
their names within three days after the publicatbthis edict, to such as are
appointed to execute the same, and to produceldliessbefore them also,
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for I think it will be for the advantage of my aiffs. And let every one that
will inform against those that do not obey this e and | will that their
estates be confiscated into the king's treasurh&mthis decree was read to
the king, it at first contained the rest that isehmserted, and omitted only
those Jews that had formerly been brought, andethosught afterwards,
which had not been distinctly mentioned; so he ddbese clauses out of his
humanity, and with great generosity. He also ganerothat the payment,
which was likely to be done in a hurry, should dkd among the king's
ministers, and among the officers of his treasWven this was over, what
the king had decreed was quickly brought to a amich; and this in no
more than seven days' time, the number of the tialeaid for the captives
being above four hundred and sixty, and this, beedheir masters required
the [hundred and] twenty drachmas for the childakso, the king having, in
effect, commanded that these should be paid foegnwite said in his decree,
that they should receive the forementioned sunev¥ery slave.

4. Now when this had been done after so magnifi@entnanner,
according to the king's inclinations, he gave ontdeDemetrius to give him
in writing his sentiments concerning the transagpof the Jewish books; for
no part of the administration is done rashly byséhkings, but all things are
managed with great circumspection. On which accéurdve subjoined a
copy of these epistles, and set down the multinfdee vessels sent as gifts
[to Jerusalem], and the construction of every dhat the exactness of the
artificers' workmanship, as it appeared to thos¢ #aw them, and which
workman made every vessel, may be made manifedt,tlis on account of
the excellency of the vessels themselves. Now tipg of the epistle was to
this purpose: "Demetrius to the great king. WhewuthO king, gavest me a
charge concerning the collection of books that weemnting to fill your
library, and concerning the care that ought to desrt about such as are
imperfect, | have used the utmost diligence abbasé¢ matters. And | let
you know, that we want the books of the Jewishslatjon, with some
others; for they are written in the Hebrew chanactand being in the
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language of that nation, are to us unknown. It ledlo happened to them,
that they have been transcribed more carelessiyttiey ought to have been,
because they have not had hitherto royal care tabent them. Now it is
necessary that thou shouldst have accurate copiem. And indeed this
legislation is full of hidden wisdom, and entirdiyameless, as being the
legislation of God; for which cause it is, as Hecat of Abdera says, that the
poets and historians make no mention of it, natho6e men who lead their
lives according to it, since it is a holy law, amalght not to be published by
profane mouths. If then it please thee, O kinguthwayst write to the high
priest of the Jews, to send six of the elders betvery tribe, and those such
as are most skillful of the laws, that by their meave may learn the clear
and agreeing sense of these books, and may olntaocarrate interpretation
of their contents, and so may have such a colleatibthese as may be
suitable to thy desire."

5. When this epistle was sent to the king, he cond®d that an epistle
should be drawn up for Eleazar, the Jewish higlaspriconcerning these
matters; and that they should inform him of theask of the Jews that had
been in slavery among them. He also sent fiftyntslef gold for the making
of large basons, and vials, and cups, and an imgngunantity of precious
stones. He also gave order to those who had thedyusf the chest that
contained those stones, to give the artificersddawchoose out what sorts of
them they pleased. He withal appointed, that a tethdalents in money
should be sent to the temple for sacrifices, andother uses. Now | will
give a description of these vessels, and the maoirieir construction, but
not till after | have set down a copy of the egstthich was written to
Eleazar the high priest, who had obtained that iigon the occasion
following: When Onias the high priest was dead,dus Simon became his
successor. He was called Simon the Just (3) becaludmth his piety
towards God, and his kind disposition to those isfdwn nation. When he
was dead, and had left a young son, who was célleds, Simon's brother
Eleazar, of whom we are speaking, took the higastinood; and he it was to
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whom Ptolemy wrote, and that in the manner follayvilKing Ptolemy to
Eleazar the high priest, sendeth greeting. Theeenaany Jews who now
dwell in my kingdom, whom the Persians, when th&yenin power, carried
captives. These were honored by my father; sontbesfi he placed in the
army, and gave them greater pay than ordinarythers of them, when they
came with him into Egypt, he committed his garrsoand the guarding of
them, that they might be a terror to the Egyptid@red when | had taken the
government, | treated all men with humanity, angeeglly those that are
thy fellow citizens, of whom | have set free ab@/&undred thousand that
were slaves, and paid the price of their redemptaheir masters out of my
own revenues; and those that are of a fit age,vke lmdmitted into them
number of my soldiers. And for such as are capableeing faithful to me,
and proper for my court, | have put them in sucpoat, as thinking this
[kindness done to them] to be a very great andcaeable gift, which |
devote to God for his providence over me. And amldesirous to do what
will be grateful to these, and to all the other daw the habitable earth, |
have determined to procure an interpretation ofrylaw, and to have it
translated out of Hebrew into Greek, and to be diggd in my library. Thou
wilt therefore do well to choose out and send tomes of a good character,
who are now elders in age, and six in number owvely tribe. These, by
their age, must be skillful in the laws, and ofliéibs to make an accurate
interpretation of them; and when this shall besh@d, | shall think that |
have done a work glorious to myself. And | havet derthee Andreas, the
captain of my guard, and Aristeus, men whom | haveery great esteem;
by whom | have sent those first-fruits which | haledicated to the temple,
and to the sacrifices, and to other uses, to theeva a hundred talents. And
if thou wilt send to us, to let us know what thoouldst have further, thou
wilt do a thing acceptable to me."

6. When this epistle of the king was brought toaZd, he wrote an
answer to it with all the respect possible: "Eleattee high priest to king
Ptolemy, sendeth greeting. If thou and thy queesinde, (4) and thy
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children, be well, we are entirely satisfied. Whesm received thy epistle, we
greatly rejoiced at thy intentions; and when theltitugde were gathered
together, we read it to them, and thereby made tbemsible of the piety
thou hast towards God. We also showed them thetyweals of gold, and
thirty of silver, and the five large basons, anel téible for the shew-bread; as
also the hundred talents for the sacrifices, amdie making what shall be
needful at the temple; which things Andreas andstats, those most
honored friends of thine, have brought us; andytthey are persons of an
excellent character, and of great learning, andtwoof thy virtue. Know
then that we will gratify thee in what is for thyhantage, though we do
what we used not to do before; for we ought to makeeturn for the
numerous acts of kindness which thou hast doneutocountrymen. We
immediately, therefore, offered sacrifices for theed thy sister, with thy
children and friends; and the multitude made pry#rat thy affairs may be
to thy mind, and that thy kihngdom may be preservedeace, and that the
translation of our law may come to the conclusioout desirest, and be for
thy advantage. We have also chosen six eldersfaemavy tribe, whom we
have sent, and the law with them. It will be thytpaut of thy piety and
justice, to send back the law, when it hath beanstated, and to return those
to us that bring it in safety. Farewell."

7. This was the reply which the high priest madet iBdoes not seem to
me to be necessary to set down the names of trentseftwo] elders who
were sent by Eleazar, and carried the law, whidhwese subjoined at the
end of the epistle. However, | thought it not impeo to give an account of
those very valuable and artificially contrived v&sswhich the king sent to
God, that all may see how great a regard the kadyfor God; for the king
allowed a vast deal of expenses for these vesarts,came often to the
workmen, and viewed their works, and suffered mahof carelessness or
negligence to be any damage to their operations. IAmill relate how rich
they were as well as | am able, although perhaps#iure of this history
may not require such a description; but | imagisédll thereby recommend
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the elegant taste and magnanimity of this kindntasé that read this history.

8. And first | will describe what belongs to thél& It was indeed in the
king's mind to make this table vastly large indiisensions; but then he gave
orders that they should learn what was the magaitaidhe table which was
already at Jerusalem, and how large it was, andthehethere was a
possibility of making one larger than it. And whbea was informed how
large that was which was already there, and th#timp hindered but a
larger might be made, he said that he was willmghave one made that
should be five times as large as the present tdhiehis fear was, that it
might be then useless in their sacred ministratimngs too great largeness;
for he desired that the gifts he presented thenmuldhmot only be there for
show, but should be useful also in their sacredistmations. According to
which reasoning, that the former table was madsoomoderate a size for
use, and not for want of gold, he resolved thatwoelld not exceed the
former table in largeness; but would make it exceed the variety and
elegancy of its materials. And as he was sagadroabserving the nature of
all things, and in having a just notion of what weesv and surprising, and
where there was no sculptures, he would invent sgctvere proper by his
own skill, and would show them to the workmen, lbenmanded that such
sculptures should now be made, and that those winch delineated should
be most accurately formed by a constant regardeio tlelineation.

9. When therefore the workmen had undertaken toentiad table, they
framed it in length two cubits [and a half], in &dth one cubit, and in height
one cubit and a half; and the entire structurenefwork was of gold. They
withal made a crown of a hand-breadth round ithwave-work wreathed
about it, and with an engraving which imitated ad¢cand was admirably
turned on its three parts; for as they were ofamgular figure, every angle
had the same disposition of its sculptures, thaanwou turned them about,
the very same form of them was turned about witlamyt variation. Now
that part of the crown-work that was enclosed unther table had its
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sculptures very beautiful; but that part which wemind on the outside was
more elaborately adorned with most beautiful ornaisiebecause it was
exposed to sight, and to the view of the spectatorswhich reason it was
that both those sides which were extant abovedsewere acute, and none
of the angles, which we before told you were thragpeared less than
another, when the table was turned about. Nowtlhmacordwork thus turned
were precious stones inserted, in rows paralleltorthe other, enclosed in
golden buttons, which had ouches in them; but gmspwvhich were on the
side of the crown, and were exposed to the sigbtev@dorned with a row of
oval figures obliquely placed, of the most excdllsort of precious stones,
which imitated rods laid close, and encompassedabie round about. But
under these oval figures, thus engraven, the wankhad put a crown all
round it, where the nature of all sorts of fruitsna@presented, insomuch that
the bunches of grapes hung up. And when they hade niae stones to
represent all the kinds of fruit before mentionadd that each in its proper
color, they made them fast with gold round the whtdble. The like
disposition of the oval figures, and of the engchveds, was framed under
the crown, that the table might on each side sHwvsame appearance of
variety and elegancy of its ornaments; so thatheeithe position of the
wave-work nor of the crown might be different, altigh the table were
turned on the other side, but that the prospectthef same artificial
contrivances might be extended as far as the fleethere was made a plate
of gold four fingers broad, through the entire bitbzof the table, into which
they inserted the feet, and then fastened thenhaadble by buttons and
button-holes, at the place where the crown wasitsiuhat so on what side
soever of the table one should stand, it mightekihe very same view of
the exquisite workmanship, and of the vast expésssowed upon it: but
upon the table itself they engraved a meanderrtingento it very valuable
stones in the middle like stars, of various coldre carbuncle and the
emerald, each of which sent out agreeable rayiglufto the spectators; with
such stones of other sorts also as were most auaad best esteemed, as
being most precious in their kind. Hard by this neber a texture of net-work
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ran round it, the middle of which appeared likehambus, into which were
inserted rock-crystal and amber, which, by the gresemblance of the
appearance they made, gave wonderful delight tsetliibat saw them. The
chapiters of the feet imitated the first buddinddilees, while their leaves
were bent and laid under the table, but so thathinees were seen standing
upright within them. Their bases were made of dwacle; and the place at
the bottom, which rested on that carbuncle, was maien deep, and eight
fingers in breadth. Now they had engraven uponith & very fine tool, and
with a great deal of pains, a branch of ivy andltés of the vine, sending
forth clusters of grapes, that you would guess tiwveye nowise different
from real tendrils; for they were so very thin, aswl very far extended at
their extremities, that they were moved with the@dyiand made one believe
that they were the product of nature, and not édpeasentation of art. They
also made the entire workmanship of the table apjoebe threefold, while
the joints of the several parts were so unitedttogeas to be invisible, and
the places where they joined could not be distisiged. Now the thickness
of the table was not less than half a cubit. Sottia gift, by the king's great
generosity, by the great value of the materiald,the variety of its exquisite
structure, and the artificer's skill in imitatingtnre with graying tools, was
at length brought to perfection, while the king wasy desirous, that though
in largeness it were not to be different from tvlich was already dedicated
to God, yet that in exquisite workmanship, and thevelty of the
contrivances, and in the splendor of its constamgtit should far exceed it,
and be more illustrious than that was.

10. Now of the cisterns of gold there were two, sdgculpture was of
scale-work, from its basis to its belt-like circleith various sorts of stones
enchased in the spiral circles. Next to which tlveas upon it a meander of a
cubit in height; it was composed of stones of aitsof colors. And next to
this was the rod-work engraven; and next to that svahombus in a texture
of net-work, drawn out to the brim of the basin,ietsmall shields, made of
stones, beautiful in their kind, and of four fingedepth, filled up the middle
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parts. About the top of the basin were wreatheddaees of lilies, and of the
convolvulus, and the tendrils of vines in a circutanner. And this was the
construction of the two cisterns of gold, each aonhg two firkins. But
those which were of silver were much more bright aplendid than
looking-glasses, and you might in them see the asdbat fell upon them
more plainly than in the other. The king also oedethirty vials; those of
which the parts that were of gold, and filled ughmprecious stones, were
shadowed over with the leaves of ivy and of virsesficially engraven. And
these were the vessels that were after an extraydmanner brought to this
perfection, partly by the skill of the workmen, wiw@re admirable in such
fine work, but much more by the diligence and gesiy of the king, who
not only supplied the artificers abundantly, andhwgreat generosity, with
what they wanted, but he forbade public audienoeghe time, and came
and stood by the workmen, and saw the whole operafind this was the
cause why the workmen were so accurate in thefopeance, because they
had regard to the king, and to his great conceautathe vessels, and so the
more indefatigably kept close to the work.

11. And these were what gifts were sent by Ptolémnyerusalem, and
dedicated to God there. But when Eleazar the higgsiphad devoted them
to God, and had paid due respect to those thaghtahem, and had given
them presents to be carried to the king, he digdissem. And when they
were come to Alexandria, and Ptolemy heard that there come,and that
the seventy elders were come also, he presently feenAndreas and
Aristens, his ambassadors, who came to him, andedetl him the epistle
which they brought him from the high priest, anddmanswer to all the
guestions he put to them by word of mouth. He tmaxde haste to meet the
elders that came from Jerusalem for the interpogtatf the laws; and he
gave command, that every body who came on othesomts should be sent
away, which was a thing surprising, and what hendiiuse to do; for those
that were drawn thither upon such occasions usedrie to him on the fifth
day, but ambassadors at the month's end. But widrath sent those away,
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he waited for these that were sent by EleazaraButhe old men came in
with the presents, which the high priest had gitream to bring to the king,
and with the membranes, upon which they had tlagis Iwritten in golden
letters (5) he put questions to them concerningdghmooks; and when they
had taken off the covers wherein they were wrapttiugy showed him the
membranes. So the king stood admiring the thinméthose membranes,
and the exactness of the junctures, which couldegierceived; (so exactly
were they connected one with another;) and thislidefor a considerable
time. He then said that he returned them thanksdaming to him, and still
greater thanks to him that sent them; and, abdy&ahat God whose laws
they appeared to be. Then did the elders, and ttinadewvere present with
them, cry out with one voice, and wished all happsito the king. Upon
which he fell into tears by the violence of the gdere he had, it being
natural to men to afford the same indications magjoy that they do under
sorrows. And when he had bid them deliver the bdokghose that were
appointed to receive them, he saluted the mensaidthat it was but just to
discourse, in the first place, of the errand the&rensent about, and then to
address himself to themselves. He promised, howdvat he would make
this day on which they came to him remarkable amihent every year
through the whole course of his life; for their aagito him, and the victory
which he gained over Antigonus by sea, proved torbéhe very same day.
He also gave orders that they should sup with hima; gave it in charge that
they should have excellent lodgings provided fanthin the upper part of
the city.

12. Now he that was appointed to take care ofelkeption of strangers,
Nicanor by name, called for Dorotheus, whose dityais to make provision
for them, and bid him prepare for every one of tivelmat should be requisite
for their diet and way of living; which thing wasdered by the king after
this manner: he took care that those that belongexiery city, which did
not use the same way of living, that all thingswudtddoe prepared for them
according to the custom of those that came to himt, being feasted
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according to the usual method of their own wayivahg, they might be the
better pleased, and might not be uneasy at ang tlome to them from
which they were naturally averse. And this was mione in the case of these
men by Dorotheus, who was put into this office liseaof his great skill in
such matters belonging to common life; for he toake of all such matters
as concerned the reception of strangers, and agpldinem double seats for
them to sit on, according as the king had commargadto do; for he had
commanded that half of their seats should be shtsatight hand, and the
other half behind his table, and took care thatespect should be omitted
that could be shown them. And when they were thetsdewn, he bid
Dorotheus to minister to all those that were com&im from Judea, after
the manner they used to be ministered to; for whanlnse he sent away their
sacred heralds, and those that slew the sacrifacebthe rest that used to say
grace; but called to one of those that were comkirtg whose name was
Eleazar, who w a priest, and desired him to sagegré) who then stood in
the midst of them, and prayed, that all prospantght attend the king, and
those that were his subjects. Upon which an acdlamavas made by the
whole company, with joy and a great noise; and wina. was over, they
fell to eating their supper, and to the enjoymdnwat was set before them.
And at a little interval afterward, when the kirfgpught a sufficient time had
been interposed, he began to talk philosophicalthém, and he asked every
one of them a philosophical question (7) and suocneas might give light
in those inquiries; and when they had explainedradl problems that had
been proposed by the king about every point, hewallspleased with their
answers. This took up the twelve days in which thweye treated; and he
that pleases may learn the particular questiontha book of Aristeus,
which he wrote on this very occasion.

13. And while not the king only, but the philosopienedemus also,
admired them, and said that all things were govkhyeProvidence, and that
it was probable that thence it was that such fordeeauty was discovered in
these men's words, they then left off asking anyensoich questions. But the
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king said that he had gained very great advantageleir coming, for that
he had received this profit from them, that he leained how he ought to
rule his subjects. And he gave order that they lshbave every one three
talents given them, and that those that were talwcinthem to their lodging
should do it. Accordingly, when three days wererpidEmetrius took them,
and went over the causeway seven furlongs longag a bank in the sea to
an island. And when they had gone over the britigeproceeded to the
northern parts, and showed them where they shoelet,mvhich was in a
house that was built near the shore, and was 4 plsiee, and fit for their
discoursing together about their work. When he vaadight them thither, he
entreated them (now they had all things about tiadmch they wanted for
the interpretation of their law) that they wouldffsu nothing to interrupt
them in their work. Accordingly, they made an aetarinterpretation, with
great zeal and great pains, and this they contitwueld till the ninth hour of
the day; after which time they relaxed, and tookeaaf their body, while
their food was provided for them in great plentgsioles, Dorotheus, at the
king's command, brought them a great deal of what wovided for the
king himself. But in the morning they came to tleit and saluted Ptolemy,
and then went away to their former place, whereewthey had washed
their hands, (8) and purified themselves, they dletthemselves to the
interpretation of the laws. Now when the law wass$cribed, and the labor
of interpretation was over, which came to its caa@n in seventy-two days,
Demetrius gathered all the Jews together to theeplehere the laws were
translated, and where the interpreters were, amd them over. The
multitude did also approve of those elders thatewbe interpreters of the
law. They withal commended Demetrius for his pr@boas the inventor of
what was greatly for their happiness; and theyrddsthat he would give
leave to their rulers also to read the law. Moreptleey all, both the priest
and the ancientest of the elders, and the principgn of their
commonwealth, made it their request, that since ittierpretation was
happily finished, it might continue in the statendw was, and might not be
altered. And when they all commended that detertianaof theirs, they
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enjoined, that if any one observed either any tlsagerfluous, or any thing
omitted, that he would take a view of it again, d&ave it laid before them,
and corrected; which was a wise action of thehlat tvhen the thing was
judged to have been well done, it might continuecheer.

14. So the king rejoiced when he saw that his desfghis nature was
brought to perfection, to so great advantage; amavas chiefly delighted
with hearing the Laws read to him; and was ast@usit the deep meaning
and wisdom of the legislator. And he began to disse with Demetrius,
"How it came to pass, that when this legislatiors wa wonderful, no one,
either of the poets or of the historians, had ma@ation of it." Demetrius
made answer, "that no one durst be so bold asutthtapon the description
of these laws, because they were Divine and veleerabhd because some
that had attempted it were afflicted by God." Heoaltold him, that
"Theopompus was desirous of writing somewhat ahlibetmn, but was
thereupon disturbed in his mind for above thirtyslaime; and upon some
intermission of his distemper, he appeased Godpfiayer], as suspecting
that his madness proceeded from that cause." Ndgged, he further saw in
a dream, that his distemper befell him while haulgdd too great a curiosity
about Divine matters, and was desirous of publghifem among common
men; but when he left off that attempt, he recostdns understanding again.
Moreover, he informed him of Theodectes, the trggiet, concerning whom
it was reported, that when in a certain dramatigregentation he was
desirous to make mention of things that were caethin the sacred books,
he was afflicted with a darkness in his eyes; amak tupon his being
conscious of the occasion of his distemper, ancagipg God [by prayer],
he was freed from that affliction.

15. And when the king had received these books fD@metrius, as we
have said already, he adored them, and gave drdegteat care should be
taken of them, that they might remain uncorruptée.also desired that the
interpreters would come often to him out of Juded that both on account
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of the respects that he would pay them, and onusxtoof the presents he
would make them; for he said it was now but justsemd them away,
although if, of their own accord, they would conwehim hereafter, they
should obtain all that their own wisdom might jystequire, and what his
generosity was able to give them. So he then $e&mh taway, and gave to
every one of them three garments of the best aod,two talents of gold,
and a cup of the value of one talent, and the fur@iof the room wherein
they were feasted. And these were the things heepted to them. But by
them he sent to Eleazar the high priest ten beils, feet of silver, and the
furniture to them belonging, and a cup of the vabdehirty talents; and

besides these, ten garments, and purple, and abeauytiful crown, and a
hundred pieces of the finest woven linen; as alsdsvand dishes, and
vessels for pouring, and two golden cisterns talddicated to God. He also
desired him, by an epistle, that he would give ¢hieterpreters leave, if any
of them were desirous of coming to him, becausehighly valued a

conversation with men of such learning, and shoeldery willing to lay out

his wealth upon such men. And this was what cam@né¢oJews, and was
much to their glory and honor, from Ptolemy Philates.

Footnotes:

1. Of the translation of the other parts of the Oldkstaeent by seventy
Egyptian Jews, in the reigns of Ptolemy the sonlLafjus, and
Philadelphus; as also of the translation of thet&ench by seventy-two
Jerusalem Jews, in the seventh year of Philadelphu#dexandria, as
given us an account of by Aristeus, and thence Holo Rind Josephus,
with a vindication of Aristeus's history; see thep&ndix to Lit.
Accorap. of Proph. at large, p. 117--152.

2. Although this number one hundred and twenty dragéhjaeAlexandria,
or sixty Jewish shekels] be here three times repeand that in all
Josephus's copies, Greek and Latin; yet sincénaltopies of Aristeus,
whence Josephus took his relation, have this sweraketimes, and still
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as no more than twenty drachmae, or ten Jewishetd)eknd since the
sum of the talents, to be set down presently, wischttle above four

hundred and sixty, for somewhat more than one hmthdhousand

slaves, and is nearly the same in Josephus andeédsisdoes better
agree to twenty than to one hundred and twentyhanae; and since the
value of a slave of old was at the utmost but yhghekels, or sixty

drachmae; see Exodus 21:32; while in the preseruristances of these
Jewish slaves, and those so very numerous, Phplagelwould rather

redeem them at a cheaper than at a dearer réere- is great reason to
prefer here Aristeus's copies before Josephus's.

3. We have a very great encomium of this Simon thg fus son of Onias,
in the fiftieth chapter of the Ecclesiasticus, tigh the whole chapter.
Nor is it improper to consult that chapter itsgdbn this occasion.

4. When we have here and presently mention made tdd#iphus's queen
and sister Arsinoe, we are to remember, with Spamhthat Arsinoe
was both his sister and his wife, according todliecustom of Persia,
and of Egypt at this very time; nay, of the Assysdong afterwards.
See Antig. B. XX. ch. 2. sect. 1. Whence we haymnuthe coins of
Philadelphus, this known inscription, "The divin®tlher and sister."

5. The Talmudists say, that it is not lawful to writee law in letters of
gold, contrary to this certain and very ancientnepke. See Hudson's
and Reland's notes here.

6. This is the most ancient example | have met witta @frace, or short
prayer, or thanksgiving before meat; which, as ised to be said by a
heathen priest, was now said by Eleazar, a Jewisktpwho was one of
these seventy-two interpreters. The next exampée/é met with, is that
of the Essenes, (Of the War, B. Il. ch. 8. seg¢tbéth before and after it;
those of our Savior before it, Mark 8:6; John 6423; and St. Paul, Acts
27:35; and a form of such a grace or prayer foidiians, at the end of
the fifth book of the Apostolical Constitutions, \wwh seems to have
been intended for both times, both before and afisat.

7. They were rather political questions and answensdihg to the good

20



and religious government of mankind.

8. This purification of the interpreters, by washimgthe sea, before they
prayed to God every morning, and before they setiatranslating, may
be compared with the like practice of Peter the spp in the
Recognitions of Clement, B. IV. ch. 3., and B. Wi. 86., and with the
places of the Proseuchre, or of prayer, which vgeraetimes built near
the sea or rivers also; of which matter see ArBigXIV. ch. 10. sect.
9,3; Acts 16:13. 16.

21



Chapter 3

The Kings of Asia Honored the Nation of the Jews

1. The Jews also obtained honors from the kinga®& when they
became their auxiliaries; for Seleucus Nicator mtdam citizens in those
cities which he built in Asia, and in the lower Byrand in the metropolis
itself, Antioch; and gave them privileges equattose of the Macedonians
and Greeks, who were the inhabitants, insomuch thase privileges
continue to this very day: an argument for whichuymave in this, that
whereas the Jews do not make use of oil preparefbriejgners, (1) they
receive a certain sum of money from the propercef8 belonging to their
exercises as the value of that oil; which moneyenvthe people of Antioch
would have deprived them of, in the last war, Moas, who was then
president of Syria, preserved it to them. And wtienpeople of Alexandria
and of Antioch did after that, at the time that p@&sian and Titus his son
governed the habitable earth, pray that theselgges of citizens might be
taken away, they did not obtain their request. lmcWw behavior any one may
discern the equity and generosity of the Romansggpecially of Vespasian
and Titus, who, although they had been at a greal of pains in the war
against the Jews, and were exasperated against bemause they did not
deliver up their weapons to them, but continuedwiiae to the very last, yet
did not they take away any of their forementionewileges belonging to
them as citizens, but restrained their anger, arslcame the prayers of the
Alexandrians and Antiochians, who were a very pdweayeople, insomuch
that they did not yield to them, neither out ofitHavor to these people, nor
out of their old grudge at those whose wicked ojtjposthey had subdued
in the war; nor would they alter any of the anci@vors granted to the Jews,
but said, that those who had borne arms against,thad fought them, had
suffered punishment already, and that it was reittpudeprive those that had
not offended of the privileges they enjoyed.
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2. We also know that Marcus Agrippa was of the lidtisposition
towards the Jews: for when the people of lonia werg angry at them, and
besought Agrippa that they, and they only, mightehthose privileges of
citizens which Antiochus, the grandson of Seleu@ubp by the Greeks was
called The God,) had bestowed on them, and detheddif the Jews were to
be joint-partakers with them, they might be obligedvorship the gods they
themselves worshipped: but when these matters lwerght to the trial, the
Jews prevailed, and obtained leave to make ushenf bwn customs, and
this under the patronage of Nicolaus of Damascos; Agrippa gave
sentence that he could not innovate. And if anyloat@ a mind to know this
matter accurately, let him peruse the hundred esatly-third and hundred
and twenty-fourth books of the history of this Nas. Now as to this
determination of Agrippa, it is not so much to lbnéred, for at that time
our nation had not made war against the Romang. oBa may well be
astonished at the generosity of Vespasian and,Tithas after so great wars
and contests which they had from us, they shoutdsush moderation. But |
will now return to that part of my history whencenlade the present
digression.

3. Now it happened that in the reign of Antiochiis Great, who ruled
over all Asia, that the Jews, as well as the inlaals of Celesyria, suffered
greatly, and their land was sorely harassed; foilewlie was at war with
Ptolemy Philopater, and with his son, who was daliphanes, it fell out
that these nations were equally sufferers, bothmwigewas beaten, and when
he beat the others: so that they were very lika ship in a storm, which is
tossed by the waves on both sides; and just thus thiey in their situation
in the middle between Antiochus's prosperity asdiitange to adversity. But
at length, when Antiochus had beaten Ptolemy, medeupon Judea; and
when Philopater was dead, his son sent out a great under Scopas, the
general of his forces, against the inhabitants@égyria, who took many of
their cities, and in particular our nation; whichewm he fell upon them, went

23



over to him. Yet was it not long afterward when iAnhus overcame
Scopas, in a battle fought at the fountains of dioydnd destroyed a great
part of his army. But afterward, when Antiochus cudd those cities of
Celesyria which Scopas had gotten into his possessind Samaria with
them, the Jews, of their own accord, went overnto, land received him into
the city [Jerusalem], and gave plentiful provistonall his army, and to his
elephants, and readily assisted him when he baktbgegarrison which was
in the citadel of Jerusalem. Wherefore Antiochusutiht it but just to
requite the Jews' diligence and zeal in his senBoehe wrote to the generals
of his armies, and to his friends, and gave tesiyrto the good behavior of
the Jews towards him, and informed them what resvhel had resolved to
bestow on them for that their behavior. | will sietwn presently the epistles
themselves which he wrote to the generals concgrtiiem, but will first
produce the testimony of Polybius of Megalopola; thus does he speak, in
the sixteenth book of his history: "Now Scopas, femeral of Ptolemy's
army, went in haste to the superior parts of thentry, and in the winter
time overthrew the nation of the Jews?' He alsthsai the same book, that
"when Seopas was conquered by Antiochus, Antiockusived Batanea,
and Samaria, and Abila, and Gadara; and that, i &fterwards, there came
in to him those Jews that inhabited near that temyhich was called
Jerusalem; concerning which, although | have morsaly, and particularly
concerning the presence of God about that temme,dg | put off that
history till another opportunity.” This it is whicRolybius relates. But we
will return to the series of the history, when wavé first produced the
epistles of king Antiochus.

King Antiochus To Ptolemy, Sendeth Greeting

"Since the Jews, upon our first entrance on thaeimtry, demonstrated
their friendship towards us, and when we came #@r thity [Jerusalem],
received us in a splendid manner, and came to useeith their senate, and
gave abundance of provisions to our soldiers, andhé elephants, and
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joined with us in ejecting the garrison of the Etgps that were in the
citadel, we have thought fit to reward them, andetoieve the condition of
their city, which hath been greatly depopulatedshgh accidents as have
befallen its inhabitants, and to bring those theehbeen scattered abroad
back to the city. And, in the first place, we haletermined, on account of
their piety towards God, to bestow on them, asrssipa, for their sacrifices
of animals that are fit for sacrifice, for wine,danil, and frankincense, the
value of twenty thousand pieces of silver, and][sicred artabrae of fine
flour, with one thousand four hundred and sixty imed of wheat, and three
hundred and seventy-five medimni of salt. And thesgments | would have
fully paid them, as | have sent orders to you. uldoalso have the work
about the temple finished, and the cloisters, &titere be any thing else that
ought to be rebuilt. And for the materials of wotet,it be brought them out
of Judea itself and out of the other countries, @amicbf Libanus tax free; and
the same | would have observed as to those otha&sriala which will be
necessary, in order to render the temple morealsriand let all of that
nation live according to the laws of their own cttypand let the senate, and
the priests, and the scribes of the temple, and sdied singers, be
discharged from poll-money and the crown tax amgiotaxes also. And that
the city may the sooner recover its inhabitantgaht a discharge from taxes
for three years to its present inhabitants, angltdh as shall come to it, until
the month Hyperheretus. We also discharge themth®future from a third
part of their taxes, that the losses they haveaswesd may be repaired. And
all those citizens that have been carried away, atedbecome slaves, we
grant them and their children their freedom, andegorder that their
substance be restored to them."

4. And these were the contents of this epistlealde published a decree
through all his kingdom in honor of the temple, @hicontained what
follows: "It shall be lawful for no foreigner to oee within the limits of the
temple round about; which thing is forbidden alsothie Jews, unless to
those who, according to their own custom, havefipdrthemselves. Nor let
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any flesh of horses, or of mules, or of asses,rbedht into the city, whether
they be wild or tame; nor that of leopards, or ®x@ hares; and, in general,
that of any animal which is forbidden for the Jawsat. Nor let their skins
be brought into it; nor let any such animal be buedin the city. Let them
only be permitted to use the sacrifices derivednfitheir forefathers, with
which they have been obliged to make acceptableeatents to God. And
he that transgresseth any of these orders, letpgaynto the priests three
thousand drachmae of silver." Moreover, this Arfilag bare testimony to
our piety and fidelity, in an epistle of his, weitt when he was informed of a
sedition in Phrygia and Lydia, at which time he wasthe superior
provinces, wherein he commanded Zenxis, the gewétalk forces, and his
most intimate friend, to send some of our natiohafBabylon into Phrygia.
The epistle was this:

King Antiochus To Zeuxis His Father, Sendeth Greeting

“If you are in health, it is well. | also am in liga Having been
informed that a sedition is arisen in Lydia andy@ia, | thought that matter
required great care; and upon advising with mynfiee what was fit to be
done, it hath been thought proper to remove twaoghod families of Jews,
with their effects, out of Mesopotamia and Babylonto the castles and
places that lie most convenient; for | am persuaitiad they will be well-
disposed guardians of our possessions, becauseiofpiety towards God,
and because | know that my predecessors have botness to them, that
they are faithful, and with alacrity do what thene alesired to do. | will,
therefore, though it be a laborious work, that theonove these Jews, under
a promise, that they shall be permitted to use th&n laws. And when thou
shalt have brought them to the places forementioriedu shalt give
everyone of their families a place for buildingitheouses, and a portion of
the land for their husbandry, and for the plantatd their vines; and thou
shalt discharge them from paying taxes of thedraftthe earth for ten years;
and let them have a proper quantity of wheat fer timmintenance of their
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servants, until they receive bread corn out ofdhgh; also let a sufficient
share be given to such as minister to them in deessaries of life, that by
enjoying the effects of our humanity, they may shihmselves the more
willing and ready about our affairs. Take care Wise of that nation, as far
as thou art able, that they may not have any diatage given them by any
one." Now these testimonials which | have produsedsufficient to declare
the friendship that Antiochus the Great bare toJées.

Footnotes:

1. The use of oil was much greater, and the donatpfes much more
valuable, in Judea, and the neighboring countties) it is amongst us.
It was also, in the days of Josephus, thought unlafer Jews to make
use of any oil that was prepared by heathens, psrba account of
some superstitions intermixed with its preparatipnthose heathens.
When therefore the heathens were to make them atiderof oil,: they
paid them money instead of it. See Of the War | BH. 21. sect. 2; the
Life of Josephus, sect. 13; and Hudson's note @plédce before us.

2. This, and the like great and just characters, @fultice, and equity. and
generosity of the old Romans, both to the Jews @hdr conquered
nations, affords us a very good reason why AlmigBiyd, upon the
rejection of the Jews for their wickedness, chdsant for his people,
and first established Christianity in that empiod; which matter see
Josephus here, sect. 2; as also Antig. B. XIV.1€h.sect. 22, 23; B.
XVI. ch. 2. sect. 4.
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Chapter 4

Antiochus Made a League with Ptolemy

1. After this Antiochus made a friendship and leaguith Ptolemy, and
gave him his daughter Cleopatra to wife, and yelde to him Celesyria,
and Samaria, and Judea, and Phoenicia, by way wfyddAnd upon the
division of the taxes between the two kings, al ginincipal men framed the
taxes of their several countries, and collecting $hhm that was settled for
them, paid the same to the [two] kings. Now at time the Samaritans were
in a flourishing condition, and much distressed ibwss, cutting off parts of
their land, and carrying off slaves. This happemdten Onias was high
priest; for after Eleazar's death, his uncle Maglageok the priesthood, and
after he had ended his life, Onias received thagwniti. He was the son of
Simon, who was called The Just: which Simon wastbéer of Eleazar, as
| said before. This Onias was one of a little sanl a great lover of money;
and for that reason, because he did not pay tkabftawenty talents of
silver, which his forefathers paid to these thiongs of their own estates, he
provoked king Ptolemy Euergetes to anger, who waddther of Philopater.
Euergetes sent an ambassador to Jerusalem, andagwedpthat Onias did
not pay his taxes, and threatened, that if he didreceive them, he would
seize upon their land, and send soldiers to livenup When the Jews heard
this message of the king, they were confounded;sbusordidly covetous
was Onias, that nothing of things nature made Hhamed.

2. There was now one Joseph, young in age, butest geputation
among the people of Jerusalem, for gravity, pruderand justice. His
father's name was Tobias; and his mother was #tersf Onias the high
priest, who informed him of the coming of the andaator; for he was then
sojourning at a village named Phicol, (1) wherewas born. Hereupon he
came to the city [Jerusalem], and reproved Onianéb taking care of the
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preservation of his countrymen, but bringing theéamainto dangers, by not
paying this money. For which preservation of thdm, told him he had
received the authority over them, and had been rhaghepriest; but that, in
case he was so great a lover of money, as to endusee his country in
danger on that account, and his countrymen sufiergreatest damages, he
advised him to go to the king, and petition hinrémit either the whole or a
part of the sum demanded. Onias's answer wasTth#&: he did not care for
his authority, and that he was ready, if the thimgre practicable, to lay
down his high priesthood; and that he would notgthe king, because he
troubled not himself at all about such mattersepbsthen asked him if he
would not give him leave to go ambassador on bebialthe nation. He
replied, that he would give him leave. Upon whidseph went up into the
temple, and called the multitude together to a oegation, and exhorted
them not to be disturbed nor aftrighted, becausehisf uncle Onias's
carelessness, but desired them to be at rest, @ngmify themselves with
fear about it; for he promised them that he wowddheir ambassador to the
king, and persuade him that they had done him rangur And when the
multitude heard this, they returned thanks to Jos&p he went down from
the temple, and treated Ptolemy's ambassador iospithble manner. He
also presented him with rich gifts, and feasted magnificently for many
days, and then sent him to the king before him, tatdl him that he would
soon follow him; for he was now more willing to go the king, by the
encouragement of the ambassador, who earnestlygukrd him to come
into Egypt, and promised him that he would takes dhat he should obtain
every thing that he desired of Ptolemy; for he \waghly pleased with his
frank and liberal temper, and with the gravity & deportment.

3. When Ptolemy's ambassador was come into Eggpnld the king of
the thoughtless temper of Onias; and informed hinthe goodness of the
disposition of Joseph; and that he was coming t@m kb excuse the
multitude, as not having done him any harm, fot ttewwas their patron. In
short, he was so very large in his encomiums upenybung man, that he
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disposed both the king and his wife Cleopatra teeha kindness for him
before he came. So Joseph sent to his friends mtig$a and borrowed
money of them, and got ready what was necessaryisgourney, garments
and cups, and beasts for burden, which amountathdat twenty thousand
drachmae, and went to Alexandria. Now it happeheadtl &t this time all the
principal men and rulers went up out of the cibésSyria and Phoenicia, to
bid for their taxes; for every year the king solkm to the men of the
greatest power in every city. So these men sawpdogrirneying on the
way, and laughed at him for his poverty and measrigst when he came to
Alexandria, and heard that king Ptolemy was at Maig)be went up thither
to meet with him; which happened as the king wlmgiin his chariot, with
his wife, and with his friend Athenion, who was thery person who had
been ambassador at Jerusalem, and had been @@y Joseph. As soon
therefore as Athenion saw him, he presently made known to the king,
how good and generous a young man he was. So Btdalumed him first,
and desired him to come up into his chariot; andl@eph sat there, he
began to complain of the management of Onias: teclwhe answered,
"Forgive him, on account of his age; for thou canst certainly be
unacquainted with this, that old men and infantgehtheir minds exactly
alike; but thou shalt have from us, who are yourgnpevery thing thou
desirest, and shalt have no cause to complain.h Wis good humor and
pleasantry of the young man, the king was so dwdjhthat he began
already, as though he had had long experiencenoftoi have a still greater
affection for him, insomuch that he bade him take diet in the king's
palace, and be a guest at his own table every Blatywhen the king was
come to Alexandria, the principal men of Syria $am sitting with the king,
and were much offended at it.

4. And when the day came on which the king wa®tdhe taxes of the
cities to farm, and those that were the principannof dignity in their
several countries were to bid for them, the sunthef taxes together, of
Celesyria, and Phoenicia, and Judea, with Sanfasdhey were bidden for,]
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came to eight thousand talents. Hereupon Joseplsedche bidders, as
having agreed together to estimate the value otdkes at too low a rate;
and he promised that he would himself give twicenash for them: but for
those who did not pay, he would send the king htmee whole substance;
for this privilege was sold together with the taxlesmselves. The king was
pleased to hear that offer; and because it auguhémserevenues, he said he
would confirm the sale of the taxes to him. But whee asked him this
guestion, Whether he had any sureties that wouldoo®d for the payment
of the money? he answered very pleasantly, "l gulle such security, and
those of persons good and responsible, and whiahsiall have no reason
to distrust." And when he bid him name them who/there, he replied, "I
give thee no other persons, O king, for my suretlen thyself, and this thy
wife; and you shall be security for both partieSd Ptolemy laughed at the
proposal, and granted him the farming of the taxigisout any sureties. This
procedure was a sore grief to those that came tinencities into Egypt, who
were utterly disappointed; and they returned ewery to their own country
with shame.

5. But Joseph took with him two thousand foot saislifrom the king,
for he desired he might have some assistanceder ¢o force such as were
refractory in the cities to pay. And borrowing difet king's friends at
Alexandria five hundred talents, he made haste baokSyria. And when he
was at Askelon, and demanded the taxes of the @eunfpAskelon, they
refused to pay any thing, and affronted him algmruwhich he seized upon
about twenty of the principal men, and slew theng gathered what they
had together, and sent it all to the king, andrmfad him what he had done.
Ptolemy admired the prudent conduct of the man, @mmended him for
what he had done, and gave him leave to do asdased. \When the Syrians
heard of this, they were astonished; and havingrbedhem a sad example in
the men of Askelon that were slain, they opened tpgtes, and willingly
admitted Joseph, and paid their taxes. And when it@bitants of
Scythopolis attempted to affront him, and would pay him those taxes
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which they formerly used to pay, without disputigout them, he slew also
the principal men of that city, and sent their etffeto the king. By this
means he gathered great wealth together, and maste gains by this
farming of the taxes; and he made use of whateesiathad thus gotten, in
order to support his authority, as thinking it aqa of prudence to keep what
had been the occasion and foundation of his pregeod fortune; and this he
did by the assistance of what he was already pssded, for he privately
sent many presents to the king, and to Cleopaticht@their friends, and to
all that were powerful about the court, and therpbschased their good-will
to himself.

6. This good fortune he enjoyed for twenty-two yeand was become
the father of seven sons by one wife; he had atedhar son, whose name
was Hyrcanus, by his brother Solymius's daughtegrvhe married on the
following occasion. He once came to Alexandria with brother, who had
along with him a daughter already marriageableprder to give her in
wedlock to some of the Jews of chief dignity théte.then supped with the
king, and falling in love with an actress that vdgyreat beauty, and came
into the room where they feasted, he told his leodi it, and entreated him,
because a Jew is forbidden by their law to coma tea foreigner, to
conceal his offense; and to be kind and subserwehtm, and to give him
an opportunity of fulfilling his desires. Upon whidis brother willingly
entertained the proposal of serving him, and adbime own daughter, and
brought her to him by night, and put her into helbAnd Joseph, being
disordered with drink, knew not who she was, andagowith his brother's
daughter; and this did he many times, and lovecekeeedingly; and said to
his brother, that he loved this actress so wedlt kie should run the hazard of
his life [if he must part with her], and yet prolbakhe king would not give
him leave [to take her with him]. But his brothed lhim be in no concern
about that matter, and told him he might enjoy wbom he loved without
any danger, and might have her for his wife; andngpl the truth of the
matter to him, and assured him that he chose rathesve his own daughter
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abused, than to overlook him, and se him come tblig disgrace. So
Joseph commended him for this his brotherly lowel married his daughter;
and by her begat a son, whose name was Hyrcanug aaid before. And
when this his youngest son showed, at thirteensyehlt, a mind that was
both courageous and wise, and was greatly envidaiprethren, as being
of a genius much above them, and such a one asntigdyt well envy,
Joseph had once a mind to know which of his soddlmabest disposition to
virtue; and when he sent them severally to thos¢ bad then the best
reputation for instructing youth, the rest of htaldren, by reason of their
sloth and unwillingness to take pains, returnedito foolish and unlearned.
After them he sent out the youngest, Hyrcanus,gaw® him three hundred
yoke of oxen, and bid him go two days' journey itite wilderness, and sow
the land there, and yet kept back privately theegodf the oxen that coupled
them together. When Hyrcanus came to the placefcumdl he had no yokes
with him, he contenmed the drivers of the oxen, valdeised him to send
some to his father, to bring them some yokes; leuthinking that he ought
not to lose his time while they should be sent timdg him the yokes, he
invented a kind of stratagem, and what suited anddder than his own; for
he slew ten yoke of the oxen, and distributed thegh among the laborers,
and cut their hides into several pieces, and maudeybkes, and yoked the
oxen together with them; by which means he sowedash land as his
father had appointed him to sow, and returned to. Aind when he was
come back, his father was mightily pleased with [s&sgacity, and
commended the sharpness of his understanding, iarmbliness in what he
did. And he still loved him the more, as if he wdtie only genuine son,
while his brethren were much troubled at it.

7. But when one told him that Ptolemy had a soh lpasn, and that all
the principal men of Syria, and the other countsebject to him, were to
keep a festival, on account of the child's birthdayd went away in haste
with great retinues to Alexandria, he was himseldeed hindered from
going by old age; but he made trial of his sonsetivar any of them would
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be willing to go to the king. And when the eldenscexcused themselves
from going, and said they were not courtiers goaobugh for such
conversation, and advised him to send their brottyrcanus, he gladly
hearkened to that advice, and called Hyrcanus,askéd him whether he
would go to the king, and whether it was agree&bleim to go or not. And
upon his promise that he would go, and his sayag he should not want
much money for his journey, because he would ligelenately, and that ten
thousand drachmas would be sufficient, he was etkasith his son's
prudence. After a little while, the son advised father not to send his
presents to the king from thence, but to give hitetter to his steward at
Alexandria, that he might furnish him with monewr fpurchasing what
should be most excellent and most precious. Sdihkihg that the expense
of ten talents would be enough for presents to lalenthe king, and
commending his son, as giving him good advice, &totArion his steward,
that managed all his money matters at Alexandriackvmoney was not less
than three thousand talents on his account, foeplosent the money he
received in Syria to Alexandria. And when the dgyanted for the
payment of the taxes to the king came, he wrotArton to pay them. So
when the son had asked his father for a letterhto dteward, and had
received it, he made haste to Alexandria. And whenwas gone, his
brethren wrote to all the king's friends, that tisbpuld destroy him.

8. But when he was come to Alexaudria, he delivéxisdetter to Arion,
who asked him how many talents he would have (lgppbeawould ask for no
more than ten, or a little more); he said he wargdtiousand talents. At
which the steward was angry, and rebuked him, astloat intended to live
extravagantly; and he let him know how his fathad lgathered together his
estate by painstaking, and resisting his inclimetjoand wished him to
imitate the example of his father: he assured hithal that he would give
him but ten talents, and that for a present tokimg also. The son was
irritated at this, and threw Arion into prison. Bwhen Arion's wife had
informed Cleopatra of this, with her entreaty, thla¢ would rebuke the child
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for what he had done, (for Arion was in great esteeith her,) Cleopatra

informed the king of it. And Ptolemy sent for Hynees, and told him that he
wondered, when he was sent to him by his fathat, hle had not yet come
into his presence, but had laid the steward inoprisAnd he gave order,
therefore, that he should come to him, and giva@mwount of the reason of
what he had done. And they report that the answeemhde to the king's
messenger was this: That "there was a law of hisfttbade a child that was
born to taste of the sacrifice, before he had lz#¢he temple and sacrificed
to God. According to which way of reasoning he dat himself come to

him in expectation of the present he was to makigng as to one who had
been his father's benefactor; and that he had Ipediighe slave for

disobeying his commands, for that it mattered ndtetNler a master was
little or great: so that unless we punish suchasd, thou thyself mayst also
expect to be despised by thy subjects.” Upon hegdhiis his answer he fell a
laughing, and wondered at the great soul of thiel chi

9. When Arion was apprized that this was the kidgsposition, and that
he had no way to help himself, he gave the childoasand talents, and was
let out of prison. So after three days were ovemrcinus came and saluted
the king and queen. They saw him with pleasure, f@adted him in an
obliging manner, out of the respect they bare soféiher. So he came to the
merchants privately, and bought a hundred boys$,hthd learning, and were
in the flower of their ages, each at a talent apiexs also he bought a
hundred maidens, each at the same price as the @éthd when he was
invited to feast with the king among the principan in the country, he sat
down the lowest of them all, because he was ligtgarded, as a child in age
still; and this by those who placed every one aiogrto their dignity. Now
when all those that sat with him had laid the boDéshe several parts on a
heap before Hyrcanus, (for they had themselvesntaksay the flesh
belonging to them,) till the table where he sat Vidled full with them,
Trypho, who was the king's jester, and was appadifde jokes and laughter
at festivals, was now asked by the guests thadtdhie table [to expose him
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to laughter]. So he stood by the king, and saidysthou not see, my lord,
the bones that lie by Hyrcanus? by this similittieu mayst conjecture that
his father made all Syria as bare as he hath niede tbones." And the king
laughing at what Trypho said, and asking of Hyrsarow he came to have
so many bones before him? he replied,” Very ridhytfuny lord; for they are
dogs that eat the flesh and the bones togethéhngas thy guests have done,
(looking in the mean time at those guests,) forehe nothing before them;
but they are men that eat the flesh, and cast daayones, as |, who am
also a man, have now done." Upon which the kingiashnat his answer,
which was so wisely made; and bid them all maka@tamation, as a mark
of their approbation of his jest, which was trulyagetious one. On the next
day Hyrcanus went to every one of the king's frendnd of the men
powerful at court, and saluted them; but still imgd of the servants what
present they would make the king on his son's déryh and when some said
that they would give twelve talents, and that adhadrgreater dignity would
every one give according to the quantity of théshes, he pretended to
every one of them to be grieved that he was nat &blbring so large a
present; for that he had no more than five taleAted when the servants
heard what he said, they told their masters; aad thjoiced in the prospect
that Joseph would be disapproved, and would ma&ekiting angry, by the
smallness of his present. When the day came, thergteven those that
brought the most, offered the king not above twedatgnts; but Hyrcanus
gave to every one of the hundred boys and hundradens that he had
bought a talent apiece, for them to carry, andthiced them, the boys to
the king, and the maidens to Cleopatra; every badydering at the
unexpected richness of the presents, even theakidgyueen themselves. He
also presented those that attended about the kithggifts to the value of a
great number of talents, that he might escape #mer he was in from
them; for to these it was that Hyrcanus's bretlash written to destroy him.
Now Ptolemy admired at the young man's magnaninaihd commanded
him to ask what gift he pleased. But he desiredhingtelse to be done for
him by the king than to write to his father andtbren about him. So when
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the king had paid him very great respects, andgnagh him very large gifts,
and had written to his father and his brethren, alhdiis commanders and
officers, about him, he sent him away. But when ltvisthren heard that
Hyrcanus had received such favors from the kingl, was returning home
with great honor, they went out to meet him, andléstroy him, and that
with the privity of their father; for he was angayhim for the [large] sum of
money that he bestowed for presents, and so hadoncern for his
preservation. However, Joseph concealed the armgbhadh at his son, out of
fear of the king. And when Hyrcanus's brethren caongéight him, he slew
many others of those that were with them, as alsom of his brethren
themselves; but the rest of them escaped to Jerastd their father. But
when Hyrcanus came to the city, where nobody woaddive him, he was
afraid for himself, and retired beyond the riverddm, and there abode, but
obliging the barbarians to pay their taxes.

10. At this time Seleucus, who was called Soteigned over Asia,
being the son of Antiochus the Great. And [now] ¢&nus's father, Joseph,
died. He was a good man, and of great magnanirartg; brought the Jews
out of a state of poverty and meanness, to onewhatmore splendid. He
retained the farm of the taxes of Syria, and Plm&nand Samaria twenty-
two years. His uncle also, Onias, died [about timse], and left the high
priesthood to his son Simeon. And when he was dé&adas his son
succeeded him in that dignity. To him it was thateus, king of the
Lacedemonians, sent an embassage, with an epistleopy whereof here
follows:

Areus, King Of The Lacedemonians, To Onias, Sendeth Greeting

"We have met with a certain writing, whereby we éalscovered that
both the Jews and the Lacedemonians are of onk, stod are derived from
the kindred of Abraham (2) It is but just therefdhat you, who are our
brethren, should send to us about any of your amscas you please. We
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will also do the same thing, and esteem your carscas our own, and will
look upon our concerns as in common with yours. Btetes, who brings
you this letter, will bring your answer back to d#is letter is four-square;
and the seal is an eagle, with a dragon in hislaw

11. And these were the contents of the epistle hiias sent from the
king of the Lacedemonians. But, upon the deathoeégh, the people grew
seditious, on account of his sons. For whereaslthers made war against
Hyrcanus, who was the youngest of Joseph's somsniiftitude was divided,
but the greater part joined with the elders in th&; as did Simon the high
priest, by reason he was of kin to them. Howevetrchinus determined not
to return to Jerusalem any more, but seated hirbegibnd Jordan, and was
at perpetual war with the Arabians, and slew manthem, and took many
of them captives. He also erected a strong casild puilt it entirely of white
stone to the very roof, and had animals of a piodg magnitude engraven
upon it. He also drew round it a great and deeploafwater. He also made
caves of many furlongs in length, by hollowing akahat was over against
him; and then he made large rooms in it, some dasting, and some for
sleeping and living in. He introduced also a vastrgity of waters which ran
along it, and which were very delightful and ornamaé in the court. But still
he made the entrances at the mouth of the cavearsmw, that no more than
one person could enter by them at once. And theoreavhy he built them
after that manner was a good one; it was for hia gweservation, lest he
should be besieged by his brethren, and run thartlaxd being caught by
them. Moreover, he built courts of greater magrattlthn ordinary, which he
adorned with vastly large gardens. And when heldradght the place to this
state, he named it Tyre. This place is between iArabd Judea, beyond
Jordan, not far from the country of Heshbon. Andriliied over those parts
for seven years, even all the time that Seleucushkivay of Syria. But when
he was dead, his brother Antiochus, who was cdllpgbhanes, took the
kingdom. Ptolemy also, the king of Egypt, died, wivas besides called
Epiphanes. He left two sons, and both young in dyeglder of which was
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called Philometer, and the youngest Physcon. Asifecanus, when he saw
that Antiochus had a great army, and feared leshbeld be caught by him,
and brought to punishment for what he had donéeoArabians, he ended
his life, and slew himself with his own hand; whilatiochus seized upon all
his substance.

Footnotes:

1. The name of this place, Phicol, is the very santh wiat of the chief
captain of Abimelech's host, in the days of Abrah&@mnesis 21:22, and
might possibly be the place of that Phicol's nativar abode, for it
seems to have been in the south part of Palestathat was.

2. Whence it comes that these Lacedemonians declamesives here to
be of kin to the Jews, as derived from the samestoc Abraham, |
cannot tell, unless, as Grotius supposes, they derged from Dores,
that came of the Pelasgi. These are by Herodotlesilddarbarians, and
perhaps were derived from the Syrians and Arabitres,posterity of
Abraham by Keturah. See Antig. B. XIV. ch. 10. s&2; and Of the
War, B. |. ch. 26. sect. |; and Grot. on 1 Macc:712Ve may further
observe from the Recognitions of Clement, thatZelie of Damascus,
the servant of Abraham, Genesis 15:2; 24., wasdobp some taken for
his son. So that if the Lacedemonians were spreorg him, they might
think themselves to be of the posterity of Abrahamwell as the Jews,
who were sprung from Isaac. And perhaps this Hli@tddamascus is
that very Damascus whom Trogus Pompeius, as aloridgeJustin,
makes the founder of the Jewish nation itself, ¢foine afterwards
blunders, and makes Azelus, Adores, Abraham, araklikings of
Judea, and successors to this Damascus. It mayeaodmproper to
observe further, that Moses Chorenensis, in higofyis of the
Armenians, informs us, that the nation of the Rarth was also derived
from Abraham by Keturah and her children.
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Chapter 5

The Samaritans Followed the Customs of the
Greeks

1. About this time, upon the death of Onias thdnlpgest, they gave the
high priesthood to Jesus his brother; for thatwbrch Onias left [or Onias
IV.] was yet but an infant; and, in its proper @awe will inform the reader
of all the circumstances that befell this child.t Bois Jesus, who was the
brother of Onias, was deprived of the high priesthby the king, who was
angry with him, and gave it to his younger brothenose name also was
Onias; for Simon had these three sons, to eachhwiwvihe priesthood came,
as we have already informed the reader. This Jelsasged his name to
Jason, but Onias was called Menelaus. Now as tineefohigh priest, Jesus,
raised a sedition against Menelaus, who was ordaiaker him, the
multitude were divided between them both. And tbiessof Tobias took the
part of Menelaus, but the greater part of the pe@gsisisted Jason; and by
that means Menelaus and the sons of Tobias wetesisd, and retired to
Antiochus, and informed him that they were desirtuseave the laws of
their country, and the Jewish way of living accagdio them, and to follow
the king's laws, and the Grecian way of living. \AMdfere they desired his
permission to build them a Gymnasium at Jerusa({@mnAnd when he had
given them leave, they also hid the circumcisionh&ir genitals, that even
when they were naked they might appear to be Gre&stsordingly, they
left off all the customs that belonged to their owguntry, and imitated the
practices of the other nations.

2. Now Antiochus, upon the agreeable situation haf &ffairs of his
kingdom, resolved to make an expedition againspEdyoth because he had
a desire to gain it, and because he contemnedothefsPtolemy, as now
weak, and not yet of abilities to manage affairswth consequence; so he
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came with great forces to Pelusium, and circumweilemy Philometor
by treachery, and seized upon Egypt. He then camihd places about
Memphis; and when he had taken them, he made bhasdexandria, in

hopes of taking it by siege, and of subduing Ptglenho reigned there. But
he was driven not only from Alexandria, but out af Egypt, by the

declaration of the Romans, who charged him to heit tcountry alone;

according as | have elsewhere formerly declaredll how give a particular

account of what concerns this king, how he subdlistka and the temple;
for in my former work | mentioned those things vdiefly, and have

therefore now thought it necessary to go over thstiory again, and that
with great accuracy.

3. King Antiochus returning out of Egypt (2) forafeof the Romans,
made an expedition against the city Jerusalemwdrah he was there, in the
hundred and forty-third year of the kingdom of theleucidse, he took the
city without fighting, those of his own party opegithe gates to him. And
when he had gotten possession of Jerusalem, henséew of the opposite
party; and when he had plundered it of a great dealoney, he returned to
Antioch.

4. Now it came to pass, after two years, in thedned forty and fifth
year, on the twenty-fifth day of that month whichly us called Chasleu,
and by the Macedonians Apelleus, in the hundredfdlyethird olympiad,
that the king came up to Jerusalem, and, preternuiage, he got possession
of the city by treachery; at which time he sparet so much as those that
admitted him into it, on account of the riches tlagtin the temple; but, led
by his covetous inclination, (for he saw there \wa# a great deal of gold,
and many ornaments that had been dedicated toédrgfgreat value,) and in
order to plunder its wealth, he ventured to bréekleague he had made. So
he left the temple bare, and took away the goldemdiesticks, and the
golden altar [of incense], and table [of shew-bfeadd the altar [of burnt-
offering]; and did not abstain from even the veidich were made of fine
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linen and scarlet. He also emptied it of its setretsures, and left nothing at
all remaining; and by this means cast the Jewsgrgat lamentation, for he
forbade them to offer those daily sacrifices whiely used to offer to God,
according to the law. And when he had pillagedvitele city, some of the
inhabitants he slew, and some he carried captogether with their wives
and children, so that the multitude of those castithat were taken alive
amounted to about ten thousand. He also burnt dberfinest buildings;
and when he had overthrown the city walls, he haitlitadel in the lower
part of the city, (3) for the place was high, anegrbooked the temple; on
which account he fortified it with high walls andwers, and put into it a
garrison of Macedonians. However, in that citadekld the impious and
wicked part of the [Jewish] multitude, from whonpitoved that the citizens
suffered many and sore calamities. And when thg kid built an idol altar
upon God's altar, he slew swine upon it, and sereff a sacrifice neither
according to the law, nor the Jewish religious \wgrsan that country. He
also compelled them to forsake the worship whiaytpaid their own God,
and to adore those whom he took to be gods; ana nirein build temples,
and raise idol altars in every city and villaged asffer swine upon them
every day. He also commanded them not to circumthie# sons, and
threatened to punish any that should be found tee leansgressed his
injunction. He also appointed overseers, who shoaidpel them to do what
he commanded. And indeed many Jews there were wimplied with the
king's commands, either voluntarily, or out of fedrthe penalty that was
denounced. But the best men, and those of the stobbeils, did not regard
him, but did pay a greater respect to the customgear country than
concern as to the punishment which he threatendthieéodisobedient; on
which account they every day underwent great naseaind bitter torments;
for they were whipped with rods, and their bodierevtorn to pieces, and
were crucified, while they were still alive, ancehthed. They also strangled
those women and their sons whom they had circuhcize the king had
appointed, hanging their sons about their neckshay were upon the
crosses. And if there were any sacred book of #w found, it was
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destroyed, and those with whom they were found mraisg perished also.

5. When the Samaritans saw the Jews under thegriisg$, they no
longer confessed that they were of their kindreak, that the temple on
Mount Gerizzim belonged to Almighty God. This wascarding to their
nature, as we have already shown. And they now et they were a
colony of Medes and Persians; and indeed they war@ony of theirs. So
they sent ambassadors to Antiochus, and an epistlese contents are
these: "To king Antiochus the god, Epiphanes, a orah from the
Sidonians, who live at Shechem. Our forefathergynupertain frequent
plagues, and as following a certain ancient supierst had a custom of
observing that day which by the Jews is called3habbath. (4) And when
they had erected a temple at the mountain calledz2en, though without a
name, they offered upon it the proper sacrifice®wN upon the just
treatment of these wicked Jews, those that martage dffairs, supposing
that we were of kin to them, and practiced as th@ymake us liable to the
same accusations, although we be originally Sidmjias is evident from the
public records. We therefore beseech thee, ourfbetoe and Savior, to give
order to Apollonius, the governor of this part eé tcountry, and to Nicanor,
the procurator of thy affairs, to give us no dibamce, nor to lay to our
charge what the Jews are accused for, since waliares from their nation,
and from their customs; but let our temple, whitlpr@sent hath no name at
all be named the Temple of Jupiter Hellenius. I§ tiwere once done, we
should be no longer disturbed, but should be matent on our own
occupation with quietness, and so bring in a greaeenue to thee." When
the Samaritans had petitioned for this, the king #gem back the following
answer, in an epistle: "King Antiochus to Nicandhe Sidonians, who live
at Shechem, have sent me the memorial enclosedn Weeefore we were
advising with our friends about it, the messengenst by them represented
to us that they are no way concerned with accusatwehich belong to the
Jews, but choose to live after the customs of theek®. Accordingly, we
declare them free from such accusations, and dhder agreeable to their
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petition, their temple be named the Temple of &upHellenius." He also
sent the like epistle to Apollonius, the governbthat part of the country, in
the forty-sixth year, and the eighteenth day ofrtiteeath Hecatorabeom.

Footnotes:

1. This word" Gymnasium" properly denotes a place whbe exercises
were performed naked, which because it would nByudistinguish
circumcised Jews from uncircumcised Gentiles, thlEseish apostates
endeavored to appear uncircumcised, by means ofgical operation,
hinted at by St. Paul, 1 Corinthians 7:18, and desd by Celsus, B.
VII. ch. 25., as Dr. Hudson here informs us.

2. Hereabout Josephus begins to follow the First Bafakie Maccabees, a
most excellent and most authentic history; and megly it is here,
with great fidelity and exactness, abridged by himetween whose
present copies there seem to he fewer variati@rsithany other sacred
Hebrew book of the Old Testament whatsoever, (i@ book also was
originally written in Hebrew,) which is very natlirdbecause it was
written so much nearer to the times of Josephusttiarest were.

3. This citadel, of which we have such frequent meniio the following
history, both in the Maccabees and Josephus, séerhave been a
castle built on a hill, lower than Mount Zion, tlgbuupon its skirts, and
higher than Mount Moriah, but between them both;cWwhhill the
enemies of the Jews now got possession of, ant dmuiit this citadel,
and fortified it, till a good while afterwards thd&ews regained it,
demolished it, and leveled the hill itself with tbemmon ground, that
their enemies might no more recover it, and mi@ehte overlook the
temple itself, and do them such mischief as they loag undergone
from it, Antiqg. B. XIlI. ch. 6. sect. 6.

4. This allegation of the Samaritans is remarkablat though they were
not Jews, yet did they, from ancient times, obsémeeSabbath day, and,
as they elsewhere pretend, the Sabbatic year Alday. B. XI. ch. 8.
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sect. 6.
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Chapter 6

Mattathias Overcame the Generals of Antiochus's
Army

1. Now at this time there was one whose name wasaMaas, who
dwelt at Modin, the son of John, the son of Simébea,son of Asamoneus, a
priest of the order of Joarib, and a citizen ofugatem. He had five sons;
John, who was called Gaddis, and Simon, who waeddlatthes, and
Judas, who was called Maccabeus, (1) and Eleatar,was called Auran,
and Jonathan, who was called Apphus. Now this NMatta lamented to his
children the sad state of their affairs, and thvage made in the city, and the
plundering of the temple, and the calamities thdtitnde were under; and
he told them that it was better for them to die tfee laws of their country,
than to live so ingloriously as they then did.

2. But when those that were appointed by the kiegeveome to Modin,
that they might compel the Jews to do what theyewmrmmanded, and to
enjoin those that were there to offer sacrificethess king had commanded,
they desired that Mattathias, a person of the gstatharacter among them,
both on other accounts, and particularly on accofisuch a numerous and
so deserving a family of children, would begin therifice, because his
fellow citizens would follow his example, and besausuch a procedure
would make him honored by the king. But Mattathsasd he would not do
it; and that if all the other nations would obey tommands of Antiochus,
either out of fear, or to please him, yet would hetnor his sons leave the
religious worship of their country. But as soonha&shad ended his speech,
there came one of the Jews into the midst of thend sacrificed, as
Antiochus had commanded. At which Mattathias hashgmdignation, and
ran upon him violently, with his sons, who had ssowith them, and slew
both the man himself that sacrificed, and Apelles king's general, who
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compelled them to sacrifice, with a few of his setd. He also overthrew the
idol altar, and cried out, "If," said he," any dme zealous for the laws of his
country, and for the worship of God, let him follome." And when he had
said this, he made haste into the desert with biss,sand left all his
substance in the village. Many others did the salse, and fled with their
children and wives into the desert, and dwelt imesa But when the king's
generals heard this, they took all the forces tiieyn had in the citadel at
Jerusalem, and pursued the Jews into the desait; wdren they had
overtaken them, they in the first place endeavdredgersuade them to
repent, and to choose what was most for their adganand not put them to
the necessity of using them according to the lawvaf. But when they
would not comply with their persuasions, but coméid to be of a different
mind, they fought against them on the sabbath dag,they burnt them as
they were in the caves, without resistance, anbowit so much as stopping
up the entrances of the caves. And they avoide@fiend themselves on that
day, because they were not willing to break in ugienhonor they owed the
sabbath, even in such distresses; for our law regjuhat we rest upon that
day. There were about a thousand, with their wasras children, who were
smothered and died in these caves; but many otthust escaped joined
themselves to Mattathias, and appointed him tohea tuler, who taught
them to fight, even on the sabbath day; and tadantthat unless they would
do so, they would become their own enemies, by rebgg the law [so
rigorously], while their adversaries would stillsasllt them on this day, and
they would not then defend themselves, and thdtimgtcould then hinder
but they must all perish without fighting. This spl persuaded them. And
this rule continues among us to this day, thatef¢ be a necessity, we may
fight on sabbath days. So Mattathias got a greatyaabout him, and
overthrew their idol altars, and slew those thakbrthe laws, even all that
he could get under his power; for many of them wadispersed among the
nations round about them for fear of him. He alsmmmanded that those
boys which were not yet circumcised should be arcised now; and he
drove those away that were appointed to hinder gwh circumcision.
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3. But when he had ruled one year, and was faflema distemper, he
called for his sons, and set them round about &nd,said, "O my sons, | am
going the way of all the earth; and | recommengda my resolution, and
beseech you not to be negligent in keeping ittdise mindful of the desires
of him who begat you, and brought you up, and &s@rve the customs of
your country, and to recover your ancient form of@nment, which is in
danger of being overturned, and not to be carneayavith those that, either
by their own inclination, or out of necessity, lagtnit, but to become such
sons as are worthy of me; to be above all force rmaxkssity, and so to
dispose your souls, as to be ready, when it sleafldressary, to die for your
laws; as sensible of this, by just reasoning, th&od see that you are so
disposed he will not overlook you, but will havgraat value for your virtue,
and will restore to you again what you have lost @ill return to you that
freedom in which you shall live quietly, and enpyur own customs. Your
bodies are mortal, and subject to fate; but thegive a sort of immortality,
by the remembrance of what actions they have dané.l would have you
so in love with this immortality, that you may puesafter glory, and that,
when you have undergone the greatest difficulires, may not scruple, for
such things, to lose your lives. | exhort you, eslly, to agree one with
another; and in what excellency any one of you edseanother, to yield to
him so far, and by that means to reap the advamvagevery one's own
virtues. Do you then esteem Simon as your fathecabse he is a man of
extraordinary prudence, and be governed by himhatwounsels be gives
you. Take Maccabeus for the general of your arnegahbse of his courage
and strength, for he will avenge your nation, antll bving vengeance on
your enemies. Admit among you the righteous angjioels, and augment
their power."

4. When Mattathias had thus discoursed to his sam$,had prayed to
God to be their assistant, and to recover to theplee their former
constitution, he died a little afterward, and wasidd at Modin; all the
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people making great lamentation for him. Whereupa son Judas took
upon him the administration of public affairs, hethundred fbrty and sixth
year; and thus, by the ready assistance of hihteret and of others, Judas
cast their enemies out of the country, and putdlaistheir own country to
death who had transgressed its laws, and purifred land of all the
pollutions that were in it.

Footnote:

1. That this appellation of Maccabee was not firstabifgiven to Judas
Maccabeus, nor was derived from any initial lette#frthe Hebrew words
on his banner, "Mi Kamoka Be Elire, Jehovah?" ("W dke unto thee
among the gods, O Jehovah?") Exodus 15:11 as tleEmmdrabbins
vainly pretend, see Authent. Rec. Part I. p. 206. 2Dnly we may note,
by the way, that the original name of these Maceapeand their
posterity, was Asamoneans; which was derived fropamoneus, the
great-grandfather of Mattathias, as Josephus héams us.

49



Chapter 7

Judas Purified the Temple

1. When Apollonius, the general of the Samaritaicds, heard this, he
took his army, and made haste to go against Jwdasmet him, and joined
battle with him, and beat him, and slew many ofrhesn, and among them
Apollonius himself, their general, whose sword lgeithat which he
happened then to wear, he seized upon, and kepinizelf; but he wounded
more than he slew, and took a great deal of pray the enemy's camp, and
went his way. But when Seron, who was general efaimy of Celesyria,
heard that many had joined themselves to Judasthatdce had about him
an army sufficient for fighting, and for making wéwe determined to make
an expedition against him, as thinking it becama to endeavor to punish
those that transgressed the king's injunctionsthida got together an army,
as large as he was able, and joined to it the ateagnd wicked Jews, and
came against Judas. He came as far as Bethhondhage of Judea, and
there pitched his camp; upon which Judas met hird;vehen he intended to
give him battle, he saw that his soldiers were bachl to fight, because
their number was small, and because they wanted] foothey were fasting,
he encouraged them, and said to them, that vigondyconquest of enemies
are not derived from the multitude in armies, butthe exercise of piety
towards God; and that they had the plainest instamae their forefathers,
who, by their righteousness, exerting themselveladralf of their own laws,
and their own children, had frequently conquereayrizn thousands, - for
innocence is the strongest army. By this speechntaced his men to
contenm the multitude of the enemy, and to fall uf@eron. And upon
joining battle with him, he beat the Syrians; antew their general fell
among the rest, they all ran away with speed, iagitig that to be their best
way of escaping. So he pursued them unto the p#aud,slew about eight
hundred of the enemy; but the rest escaped toetjierr which lay near to
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the sea.

2. When king Antiochus heard of these things, he wery angry at
what had happened; so he got together all his owmmy,awith many
mercenaries, whom he had hired from the islandd,taok them with him,
and prepared to break into Judea about the begnoirthe spring. But
when, upon his mustering his soldiers, he percethatl his treasures were
deficient, and there was a want of money in themafl the taxes were not
paid, by reason of the seditions there had beemartiee nations he having
been so magnanimous and so liberal, that what tievlaa not sufficient for
him, he therefore resolved first to go into Perarad collect the taxes of that
country. Hereupon he left one whose name was Lysi@e was in great
repute with him governor of the kingdom, as fatlesbounds of Egypt, and
of the Lower Asia, and reaching from the river Exgtbs, and committed to
him a certain part of his forces, and of his elephaand charged him to
bring up his son Antiochus with all possible caratil he came back; and
that he should conquer Judea, and take its inlmbitar slaves, and utterly
destroy Jerusalem, and abolish the whole nationl vhen king Antiochus
had given these things in charge to Lysias, he wentPersia; and in the
hundred and forty-seventh year he passed over Btgshrand went to the
superior provinces.

3. Upon this Lysias chose Ptolemy, the son of Damwyes, and Nicanor,
and Gorgias, very potent men among the king's deserand delivered to
them forty thousand foot soldiers, and seven thadigaorsemen, and sent
them against Judea, who came as far as the citydtsinand pitched their
camp in the plain country. There came also to themliaries out of Syria,
and the country round about; as also many of thagate Jews. And besides
these came some merchants to buy those that sheutthrried captives,
(having bonds with them to bind those that showddrtade prisoners,) with
that silver and gold which they were to pay forithgice. And when Judas
saw their camp, and how numerous their enemies,iergersuaded his
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own soldiers to be of good courage, and exhortethtto place their hopes
of victory in God, and to make supplication to himecording to the custom
of their country, clothed in sackcloth; and to shetat was their usual habit
of supplication in the greatest dangers, and thetelprevail with God to
grant you the victory over your enemies. So hdls&n in their ancient order
of battle used by their forefathers, under theiptams of thousands, and
other officers, and dismissed such as were newlyrieta as well as those
that had newly gained possessions, that they nmghfight in a cowardly
manner, out of an inordinate love of life, in orderenjoy those blessings.
When he had thus disposed his soldiers, he encediagm to fight by the
following speech, which he made to them: "O mydwillsoldiers, no other
time remains more opportune than the present farage and contempt of
dangers; for if you now fight manfully, you may o®er your liberty, which,
as it is a thing of itself agreeable to all men,itsproves to be to us much
more desirable, by its affording us the libertyvedrshipping God. Since
therefore you are in such circumstances at pregentmust either recover
that liberty, and so regain a happy and blessed afdiying, which is that
according to our laws, and the customs of our agumir to submit to the
most opprobrious sufferings; nor will any seed ofiynation remain if you
be beat in this battle. Fight therefore manfullpdauppose that you must
die, though you do not fight; but believe, thatides such glorious rewards
as those of the liberty of your country, of youws$a of your religion, you
shall then obtain everlasting glory. Prepare yduese therefore, and put
yourselves into such an agreeable posture, thatnyay be ready to fight
with the enemy as soon as it is day tomorrow mayiin

4. And this was the speech which Judas made toueage them. But
when the enemy sent Gorgias, with five thousand &ow one thousand
horse, that he might fall upon Judas by night, lzaudl for that purpose certain
of the runagate Jews as guides, the son of Masatherceived it, and
resolved to fall upon those enemies that were @éir tamp, now their forces
were divided. When they had therefore supped indgoe, and had left
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many fires in their camp, he marched all nighthtose enemies that were at
Emmaus. So that when Gorgias found no enemy in tla@np, but suspected
that they were retired, and had hidden themselagsng the mountains, he
resolved to go and seek them wheresoever they Bateabout break of day
Judas appeared to those enemies that were at Emmvdbsonly three
thousand men, and those ill armed, by reason af poeerty; and when he
saw the enemy very well and skillfully fortified their camp, he encouraged
the Jews, and told them that they ought to fighbugh it were with their
naked bodies, for that God had sometimes of olérgisuch men strength,
and that against such as were more in number, @nd armed also, out of
regard to their great courage. So he commandettuh®eters to sound for
the battle; and by thus falling upon the enemiesmwtiey did not expect it,
and thereby astonishing and disturbing their mitgsslew many of those
that resisted him, and went on pursuing the redaass Gadara, and the
plains of Idumea, and Ashdod, and Jamnia; andedeththere fell about three
thousand. Yet did Judas exhort his soldiers nobgatoo desirous of the
spoils, for that still they must have a contest hatlle with Gorgias, and the
forces that were with him; but that when they hadeoovercome them, then
they might securely plunder the camp, because werg the only enemies
remaining, and they expected no others. And justeawas speaking to his
soldiers, Gorgias's men looked down into that awhych they left in their
camp, and saw that it was overthrown, and the chumpt; for the smoke
that arose from it showed them, even when they \@agesat way off, what
had happened. When therefore those that were vatli&s understood that
things were in this posture, and perceived thasd¢hihat were with Judas
were ready to fight them, they also were affrightwadd put to flight; but then
Judas, as though he had already beaten Gorgiddisrsowithout fighting,
returned and seized on the spoils. He took a ggaattity of gold, and
silver, and purple, and blue, and then returnedeéhanith joy, and singing
hymns to God for their good success; for this wictgreatly contributed to
the recovery of their liberty.
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5. Hereupon Lysias was confounded at the defetiteormy which he
had sent, and the next year he got together dixiystand chosen men. He
also took five thousand horsemen, and fell uporedudnd he went up to the
hill country of Bethsur, a village of Judea, antthed his camp there, where
Judas met him with ten thousand men; and whenwdhsagreat number of
his enemies, he prayed to God that he would aksist and joined battle
with the first of the enemy that appeared, and trean, and slew about five
thousand of them, and thereby became terrible ¢orést of them. Nay,
indeed, Lysias observing the great spirit of the@s)dhow they were prepared
to die rather than lose their liberty, and beinguiadf of their desperate way of
fighting, as if it were real strength, he took tlest of the army back with
him, and returned to Antioch, where he listed foners into the service, and
prepared to fall upon Judea with a greater army.

6. When therefore the generals of Antiochus's a'hee been beaten so
often, Judas assembled the people together, addhem, that after these
many victories which God had given them, they ouglgo up to Jerusalem,
and purify the temple, and offer the appointedifiaes. But as soon as he,
with the whole multitude, was come to Jerusalendg #ound the temple
deserted, and its gates burnt down, and plantsiggoin the temple of their
own accord, on account of its desertion, he andehbat were with him
began to lament, and were quite confounded ati¢fit sf the temple; so he
chose out some of his soldiers, and gave them dodéght against those
guards that were in the citadel, until he shouldehpurified the temple.
When therefore he had carefully purged it, and wadight in new vessels,
the candlestick, the table [of shew-bread], andatter [of incense], which
were made of gold, he hung up the veils at thesgated added doors to
them. He also took down the altar [of burnt-offgifinand built a new one of
stones that he gathered together, and not of ssicheae hewn with iron
tools. So on the five and twentieth day of the rho@asleu, which the
Macedonians call Apeliens, they lighted the lampsattwere on the
candlestick, and offered incense upon the altarifoénse], and laid the
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loaves upon the table [of shew-bread], and offdraaht-offerings upon the
new altar [of burnt-offering]. Now it so fell outhat these things were done
on the very same day on which their Divine wordtaal fallen off, and was
reduced to a profane and common use, after thraes'yiame; for so it was,
that the temple was made desolate by Antiochus santbntinued for three
years. This desolation happened to the templearhtindred forty and fifth
year, on the twenty-fifth day of the month Apelieaad on the hundred fifty
and third olympiad: but it was dedicated anew, lame day, the twenty-
fifth of the month Apeliens, on the hundred andyfagighth year, and on the
hundred and fifty-fourth olympiad. And this desaat came to pass
according to the prophecy of Daniel, which was gifeur hundred and
eight years before; for he declared that the Macreas would dissolve that
worship [for some time].

7. Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoraf the sacrifices of
the temple for eight days, and omitted no sortlehgures thereon; but he
feasted them upon very rich and splendid sacrifiemsl he honored God,
and delighted them by hymns and psalms. Nay, therg wo very glad at the
revival of their customs, when, after a long time iatermission, they
unexpectedly had regained the freedom of their wprghat they made it a
law for their posterity, that they should keep atifeal, on account of the
restoration of their temple worship, for eight dafad from that time to this
we celebrate this festival, and call it Lights. Uppose the reason was,
because this liberty beyond our hopes appeares; tand that thence was the
name given to that festival. Judas also rebuiltiwia#ls round about the city,
and reared towers of great height against the snmus of enemies, and set
guards therein. He also fortified the city Bethsuhat it might serve as a
citadel against any distresses that might come tonenemies.
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Chapter 8

Judas Subdued the Nations Round About

1. When these things were over, the nations roloditathe Jews were
very uneasy at the revival of their power, and ngs¢ogether, and destroyed
many of them, as gaining advantage over them bwydagnares for them,
and making secret conspiracies against them. Judade perpetual
expeditions against these men, and endeavoredsti@irethem from those
incursions, and to prevent the mischiefs they dithe Jews. So he fell upon
the ldumeans, the posterity of Esau, at Acrabatt@mne slew a great many of
them, and took their spoils. He also shut up thes s Bean, that laid wait
for the Jews; and he sat down about them, anddebidnem, and burnt their
towers, and destroyed the men [that were in théfitgr this he went thence
in haste against the Ammonites, who had a greataandmerous army, of
which Timotheus was the commander. And when hedubdiued them, he
seized on the city Jazer, and took their wivestaed children captives, and
burnt the city, and then returned into Judea. Bhenvthe neighboring
nations understood that he was returned, theyagther in great numbers
in the land of Gilead, and came against those Jeatsvere at their borders,
who then fled to the garrison of Dathema; and $sertudas, to inform him
that Timotheus was endeavoring to take the placgheithey were fled.
And as these epistles were reading, there cama atlkessengers out of
Galilee, who informed him that the inhabitants afl®mais, and of Tyre and
Sidon, and strangers of Galilee, were gotten tageth

2. Accordingly Judas, upon considering what waddibe done, with
relation to the necessity both these cases requaeck order that Simon his
brother should take three thousand chosen mengarid the assistance of
the Jews in Galilee, while he and another of hhars, Jonathan, made
haste into the land of Gilead, with eight thousawddiers. And he left
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Joseph, the son of Zacharias, and Azarias, to be the rest of the forces;
and charged them to keep Judea very carefullytaright no battles with
any persons whomsoever until his return. Accordin@imon-went into
Galilee, and fought the enemy, and put them tdfflignd pursued them to
the very gates of Ptolemais, and slew about threesand of them, and took
the spoils of those that were slain, and those Jela@m they had made
captives, with their baggage, and then returnedehom

3. Now as for Judas Maccabeus, and his brothertlJamathey passed
over the river Jordan; and when they had gone tdeses journey, they
lighted upon the Nabateans, who came to meet tleaogably, and who told
them how the affairs of those in the land of Gilstmbd; and how many of
them were in distress, and driven into garrisomg] @mto the cities of
Galilee; and exhorted him to make haste to go ag#nme foreigners, and to
endeavor to save his own countrymen out of thendsaTo this exhortation
Judas hearkened, and returned to the wildernessinathe first place fell
upon the inhabitants of Bosor, and took the city beat the inhabitants, and
destroyed all the males, and all that were abfegtd, and burnt the city. Nor
did he stop even when night came on, but he jowthay it to the garrison
where the Jews happened to be then shut up, an@ Wimotheus lay round
the place with his army. And Judas came upon ttyeircithe morning; and
when he found that the enemy were making an asspoh the walls, and
that some of them brought ladders, on which theghmget upon those
walls, and that others brought engines [to battemi], he bid the trumpeter
to sound his trumpet, and he encouraged his seldieeerfully to undergo
dangers for the sake of their brethren and kindnedalso parted his army
into three bodies, and fell upon the backs of theiemies. But when
Timotheus's men perceived that it was Maccabeuswha upon them, of
both whose courage and good success in war they foraderly had
sufficient experience, they were put to flight; Buidas followed them with
his army, and slew about eight thousand of themthda turned aside to a
city of the foreigners called Malle, and took ihdaslew all the males, and
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burnt the city itself. He then removed from theraed overthrew Casphom
and Bosor, and many other cities of the land oé&ill

4. But not long after this, Timotheus prepared eagrarmy, and took
many others as auxiliaries; and induced some of Ahebians, by the
promise of rewards, to go with him in this expemti and came with his
army beyond the brook, over against the city Raphod he encouraged his
soldiers, if it came to a battle with the Jewsfigint courageously, and to
hinder their passing over the brook; for he saithem beforehand, that "if
they come over it, we shall be beaten." And whedaduheard that
Timotheus prepared himself to fight, he took all bwn army, and went in
haste against Timotheus his enemy; and when hedsxed over the brook,
he fell upon his enemies, and some of them met hingm he slew, and
others of them he so terrified, that he compelreeht to throw down their
arms and fly; and some of them escaped, but sortieeaf fled to what was
called the Temple of Camaim, and hoped therebydegrve themselves; but
Judas took the city, and slew them, and burnteéh®te, and so used several
ways of destroying his enemies.

5. When he had done this, he gathered the Jewshargavith their
children and wives, and the substance that belotmé&iem, and was going
to bring them back into Judea; but as soon as Isecame to a certain city,
whose name was Ephron, that lay upon the road, i{amas not possible for
him to go any other way, so he was not willing o lgack again,) he then
sent to the inhabitants, and desired that they dvaylen their gates, and
permit them to go on their way through the city;, fieey had stopped up the
gates with stones, and cut off their passage tliroiig And when the
inhabitants of Ephron would not agree to this pegbohe encouraged those
that were with him, and encompassed the city roand, besieged it, and,
lying round it by day and night, took the city, asldw every male in it, and
burnt it all down, and so obtained a way throughaitd the multitude of
those that were slain was so great, that they weeat the dead bodies. So
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they came over Jordan, and arrived at the great,paer against which is
situate the city Bethshah, which is called by thegBs Scythopolis. (1) And
going away hastily from thence, they came into dudenging psalms and
hymns as they went, and indulging such tokens afhmas are usual in
triumphs upon victory. They also offered thank-affgs, both for their good
success, and for the preservation of their armynéd one of the Jews was
slain in these battles.(2)

6. But as to Joseph, the son of Zacharias, andigdszavhom Judas left
generals [of the rest of his forces] at the sam® tivhen Simon was in
Galilee, fighting against the people of Ptolemaisd Judas himself, and his
brother Jonathan, were in the land of Gilead, Oies¢ men also affect the
glory of being courageous generals in war, in omdbereto they took the
army that was under their command, and came toidarfinere Gorgias, the
general of the forces of Jamnia, met them; and y@amg battle with him,
they lost two thousand of their army, (3) and féeday, and were pursued to
the very borders of Judea. And this misfortune |betleem by their
disobedience to what injunctions Judas had givemtmot to fight with any
one before his return. For besides the rest ofslsidagacious counsels, one
may well wonder at this concerning the misfortuhattbefell the forces
commanded by Joseph and Azarias, which he understoold happen, if
they broke any of the injunctions he had given th&ut Judas and his
brethren did not leave off fighting with the ldumeabut pressed upon them
on all sides, and took from them the city of Hehrand demolished all its
fortifications, and set all its towers on fire, abdrnt the country of the
foreigners, and the city Marissa. They came alsaddsiedod, and took it, and
laid it waste, and took away a great deal of thmls@and prey that were in it,
and returned to Judea.

Footnotes:

1. The reason why Bethshah was called Scythopolisel kmown from
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Herodotus, B. I. p. 105, and Syncellus, p. 214t tha Scythians, when
they overran Asia, in the days of Josiah, seizethancity, and kept it
as long as they continued in Asia, from which titnestained the name
of Scythopolis, or the City of the Scythians.

. This most providential preservation of all the gaus Jews in this
expedition, which was according to the will of Gasl pobservable often
among God's people, the Jews; and somewhat verytlik the changes
of the four monarchies, which were also providdntsee Prideaux at
the years 331, 333, and 334.

. Here is another great instance of Providence wthan, even at the very
time that Simon, and Judas, and Jonathan were gsacutously
preserved and blessed, in the just defense of thes and religion,
these other generals of the Jews, who went to fghhonor in a vain-
glorious way, and without any commission from Godthe family he
had raised up to deliver them, were miserably glisajped and defeated.
See 1 Macc. 5:61, 62.
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Chapter 9

The Death of Antiochus Epiphane

1. About this time it was that king Antiochus, as\mas going over the
upper countries, heard that there was a very rith in Persia, called
Elymais; and therein a very rich temple of Dianadg #hat it was full of all
sorts of donations dedicated to it; as also weapmasbreastplates, which,
upon inquiry, he found had been left there by Afeder, the son of Philip,
king of Macedonia. And being incited by these megivhe went in haste to
Elymais, and assaulted it, and besieged it. Buhase that were in it were
not terrified at his assault, nor at his siege, lopposed him very
courageously, he was beaten off his hopes; for dneye him away from the
city, and went out and pursued after him, insomihett he fled away as far
as Babylon, and lost a great many of his army. whdn he was grieving for
this disappointment, some persons told him of teat of his commanders
whom he had left behind him to fight against Judea] what strength the
Jews had already gotten. When this concern abeatthffairs was added to
the former, he was confounded, and by the anxietywhs in fell into a
distemper, which, as it lasted a great while, amdhia pains increased upon
him, so he at length perceived he should die iittla time; so he called his
friends to him, and told them that his distempes wavere upon him; and
confessed withal, that this calamity was sent upiom for the miseries he
had brought upon the Jewish nation, while he plwedi¢heir temple, and
contemned their God; and when he had said thisgadwe up the ghost.
Whence one may wonder at Polybius of Megalopols vihough otherwise
a good man, yet saith that "Antiochus died becdwesédnad a purpose to
plunder the temple of Diana in Persia;" for thepmsing to do a thing, (1)
but not actually doing it, is not worthy of punisem. But if Polybius could
think that Antiochus thus lost his life on that agnt, it is much more
probable that this king died on account of his ifggious plundering of the
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temple at Jerusalem. But we will not contend alibig matter with those
who may think that the cause assigned by this Radybf Megalopolis is
nearer the truth than that assigned by us.

2. However, Antiochus, before he died, called failip, who was one
of his companions, and made him the guardian dtihggdom; and gave him
his diadem, and his garment, and his ring, andgagthhim to carry them,
and deliver them to his son Antiochus; and desiead to take care of his
education, and to preserve the kingdom for him.T{&s Antiochus died in
the hundred forty and ninth year; but it was Lyslzest declared his death to
the multitude, and appointed his son Antiochus ¢oking, (of whom at
present he had the care,) and called him Eupator.

3. At this time it was that the garrison in theadgl of Jerusalem, with
the Jewish runagates, did a great deal of harrhdaléws; for the soldiers
that were in that garrison rushed out upon the enddnd destroyed such as
were going up to the temple in order to offer trsacrifices, for this citadel
adjoined to and overlooked the temple. When thesfortunes had often
happened to them, Judas resolved to destroy thas@a whereupon he got
all the people together, and vigorously besiegemkdhthat were in the
citadel. This was in the hundred and fiftieth yerthe dominion of the
Seleucidse. So he made engines of war, and eréctiedarks, and very
zealously pressed on to take the citadel. But thneeee not a few of the
runagates who were in the place that went out giitnnto the country, and
got together some other wicked men like themselaed,went to Antiochus
the king, and desired of him that he would notesuthem to be neglected,
under the great hardships that lay upon them fiursd of their own nation;
and this because their sufferings were occasiometi® father's account,
while they left the religious worship of their fatts, and preferred that which
he had commanded them to follow: that there wageialest the citadel, and
those appointed to garrison it by the king, shdwmddtaken by Judas, and
those that were with him, unless he would send tlsocors. When
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Antiochus, who was but a child, heard this, he waagry, and sent for his
captains and his friends, and gave order that gtmuld get an army of
mercenaries together, with such men also of his kiwgdom as were of an
age fit for war. Accordingly, an army was collectetl about a hundred
thousand footmen, and twenty thousand horsementhaiytwo elephants.

4. So the king took this army, and marched hasitillyof Antioch, with
Lysias, who had the command of the whole, and danidumea, and thence
went up to the city Bethsnra, a city that was siroand not to be taken
without great difficulty. He set about this cityychbesieged it. And while the
inhabitants of Bethsura courageously opposed hmeh sallied out upon him,
and burnt his engines of war, a great deal of tvas spent in the siege. But
when Judas heard of the king's coming, he raisegidge of the citadel, and
met the king, and pitched his camp in certain &tyaat a place called
Bethzachriah, at the distance of seventy furlomgmfthe enemy; but the
king soon drew his forces from Bethsura, and brodgém to those straits.
And as soon as it was day, he put his men in batteey, and made his
elephants follow one another through the narrovsg®sbecause they could
not be set sideways by one another. Now round adery elephant there
were a thousand footmen, and five hundred horsefilea.elephants also
had high towers [upon their backs], and archersh@m]. And he also made
the rest of his army to go up the mountains, andhmifriends before the
rest; and gave orders for the army to shout aland, so he attacked the
enemy. He also exposed to sight their golden aaddor shields, so that a
glorious splendor was sent from them; and when gteuted the mountains
echoed again. When Judas saw this, he was ndigéyrbut received the
enemy with great courage, and slew about six huhdfe¢he first ranks. But
when his brother Eleazar, whom they called Auramy the tallest of all the
elephants armed with royal breastplates, and se@ppdsat the king was
upon him, he attacked him with great quickness laradery. He also slew
many of those that were about the elephant, artesed the rest, and then
went under the belly of the elephant, and smote lind slew him; so the
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elephant fell upon Eleazar, and by his weight cedshim to death. And thus
did this man come to his end, when he had firstrageously destroyed
manyof his enemies.

5. But Judas, seeing the strength of the enemyedeab Jerusalem, and
prepared to endure a siege. As for Antiochus, Im¢ gart of his army to
Bethsura, to besiege it, and with the rest of himyahe came against
Jerusalem; but the inhabitants of Bethsura werdigel at his strength; and
seeing that their provisions grew scarce,. theyweetd themselves up on the
security of oaths that they should suffer no haedtment from the king.
And when Antiochus had thus taken the city, hetdem no other harm than
sending them out naked. He also placed a garribis @wn in the city. But
as for the temple of Jerusalem, he lay at its seedeng time, while they
within bravely defended it; for what engines soetteg king set against
them, they set other engines again to oppose tBebthen their provisions
failed them; what fruits of the ground they hadllap were spent and the
land being not ploughed that year, continued ungpwecause it was the
seventh year, on which, by our laws, we are obligdét it lay uncultivated.
And withal, so many of the besieged ran away fontwad necessaries, that
but a few only were left in the temple.

6. And these happened to be the circumstancescbfasiwere besieged
in the temple. But then, because Lysias, the gérdrahe army, and
Antiochus the king, were informed that Philip wasntng upon them out of
Persia, and was endeavoring to get the managenigpuibbbtic affairs to
himself, they came into these sentiments, to |ldheesiege, and to make
haste to go against Philip; yet did they resolvetadet this be known to the
soldiers or to the officers: but the king commandtgslias to speak openly to
the soldiers and the officers, without saying a dvabout the business of
Philip; and to intimate to them that the siege wlobé very long; that the
place was very strong; that they were already imtwd provisions; that
many affairs of the kingdom wanted regulation; #mak it was much better
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to make a league with the besieged, and to becoerd$ to their whole
nation, by permitting them to observe the lawshd#irt fathers, while they
broke out into this war only because they were igtedrof them, and so to
depart home. When Lysias had discoursed thus to,tbeth the army and
the officers were pleased with this resolution.

7. Accordingly the king sent to Judas, and to thibse were besieged
with them, and promised to give them peace, amktmit them to make use
of, and live according to, the laws of their fatieaind they gladly received
his proposals; and when they had gained securityn upath for their
performance, they went out of the temple. But wAatiochus came into it,
and saw how strong the place was, he broke hispatid ordered his army
that was there to pluck down the walls to the gchuand when he had so
done, he returned to Antioch. He also carried Wwith Onias the high priest,
who was also called Menelaus; for Lysias advisedkihg to slay Menelaus,
if he would have the Jews be quiet, and cause bifmher disturbance, for
that this man was the origin of all the mischief ttrews had done them, by
persuading his father to compel the Jews to |dla@eadligion of their fathers.
So the king sent Menelaus to Berea, a city of Symal there had him put to
death, when he had been high priest ten yearsaddben a wicked and an
Impious man; and, in order to get the governmentinaself, had compelled
his nation to transgress their own laws. After theath of Menelaus,
Alcimus, who was also called Jacimus, was made prggst. But when king
Antiochus found that Philip had already possessaatisdif of the
government, he made war against him, and subdueddnd took him, and
slew him. Now as to Onias, the son of the highgprievho, as we before
informed you, was left a child when his father diadhen he saw that the
king had slain his uncle Menelaus, and given tigé Ipriesthood to Alcimus,
who was not of the high priest stock, but was imaduby Lysias to translate
that dignity from his family to another house, tedfto Ptolemy, king of
Egypt; and when he found he was in great esteeim kb, and with his
wife Cleopatra, he desired and obtained a pladekarNomus of Heliopolis,
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wherein he built a temple like to that at Jerusalefmwhich therefore we
shall hereafter give an account, in a place moopegrfor it.

Footnotes:

1. Since St. Paul, a Pharisee, confesses that he lad kmown
concupiscence, or desires, to be sinful, had retehth commandment
said, "Thou shalt not covet,” Romans 7:7, the c@®ams to have been
much the same with our Josephus, who was of the sawt, that he had
not a deep sense of the greatness of any sinpthe¢eded no further
than the intention. However, since Josephus speates properly of the
punishment of death, which is not intended by awy, leither of God or
man, for the bare intention, his words need ndbdcstrained to mean,
that sins intended, but not executed, were noaiad.

2. No wonder that Josephus here describes AntiochpatBuas young,
and wanting tuition, when he came to the crowngesiAppian informs
us (Syriac. p. 177) that he was then but nine yelars
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Chapter 10

The Death of Alcimus and the Succession of Judas

1. About the same time Demetrius, the son of Selgulted away from
Rome, and took Tripoli, a city of Syria, and set thadem on his own head.
He also gathered certain mercenary soldiers toge#mel entered into his
kingdom, and was joyfully received by all, who delied themselves up to
him. And when they had taken Autiochus the king] hysias, they brought
them to him alive; both which were immediately pot death by the
command of Demetrius, when Antiochus had reignem ytears, as we have
already elsewhere related. But there were now nudrthe wicked Jewish
runagates that came together to him, and with tAemmus the high priest,
who accused the whole nation, and particularly Suatad his brethren; and
said that they had slain all his friends, and thaise in his kingdom that
were of his party, and waited for his return, wbyethem put to death; that
these men had ejected them out of their own couatrgt caused them to be
sojourners in a foreign land; and they desired lieatvould send some one of
his own friends, and know from him what mischiedlds's party had done.

2. At this Demetrius was very angry, and sent Batash) a friend of
Antiochus Epiphanes, (1) a good man, and one thatbeen intrusted with
all Mesopotamia, and gave him an army, and comdiftleimus the high
priest to his care; and gave him charge to slaydudnd those that were
with him. So Bacchides made haste, and went odintibch with his army;
and when he was come into Judea, he sent to Judb&is brethren, to
discourse with them about a league of friendshipg peace, for he had a
mind to take him by treachery. But Judas did neegiredit to him, for he
saw that he came with so great an army as men daring when they come
to make peace, but to make war. However, someeopdople acquiesced in
what Bacchides caused to be proclaimed; and supptisey should undergo
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no considerable harm from Alcimus, who was theirdoyman, they went

over to them; and when they had received oaths tpoth of them, that

neither they themselves, nor those of the samensemis, should come to
any harm, they intrusted themselves with them. Batchides troubled not
himself about the oaths he had taken, but sleweit@e of them, although,
by not keeping his faith with those that first wever, he deterred all the
rest, who had intentions to go over to him, fronmdat. But as he was gone
out of Jerusalem, and was at the village callechB#ho, he sent out, and
caught many of the deserters, and some of the edgd, and slew them all;
and enjoined all that lived in the country to subtmiAlcimus. So he left him

there, with some part of the army, that he mightehaherewith to keep the
country in obedience and returned to Antioch tgkbemetrius.

3. But Alcimus was desirous to have the dominiorarfomly assured
to him; and understanding that, if he could brihghout that the multitude
should be his friends, he should govern with gres¢eurity, he spake kind
words to them all, and discoursed to each of thé&er an agreeable and
pleasant manner; by which means he quickly hacatdrody of men and an
army about him, although the greater part of theenewof the wicked, and
the deserters. With these, whom he used as hiardgsrand soldiers, he went
all over the country, and slew all that he coulddfiof Judas's party. But
when Judas saw that Alcimus was already becomd, gned had destroyed
many of the good and holy men of the country, ts® alent all over the
country, and destroyed those that were of the qibdy. But when Alcimus
saw that he was not able to oppose Judas, nor quas ® him in strength,
he resolved to apply himself to king Demetriushit assistance; so he came
to Antioch, and irritated him against Judas, antliaed him, alleging that he
had undergone a great many miseries by his meadsthat he would do
more mischief unless he were prevented, and brawghtinishment, which
must be done by sending a powerful force agaimst hi

4. So Demetrius, being already of opinion that aud be a thing
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pernicious to his own affairs to overlook Judaswnte was becoming so
great, sent against him Nicanor, the most kind enost faithful of all his
friends; for he it was who fled away with him frdahe city of Rome. He also
gave him as many forces as he thought sufficienthim to conquer Judas
withal, and bid him not to spare the nation at\When Nicanor was come to
Jerusalem, he did not resolve to fight Judas imateh}, but judged it better
to get him into his power by treachery; so he $amt a message of peace,
and said there was no manner of necessity for tteerdnght and hazard
themselves; and that he would give him his oath tieawould do him no
harm, for that he only came with some friends,riheo to let him know what
king Demetrius's intentions were, and what opinm@nhad of their nation.
When Nicanor had delivered this message, Judasianorethren complied
with him, and suspecting no deceit, they gave hisueances of friendship,
and received Nicanor and his army; but while he sasiting Judas, and
they were talking together, he gave a certain $igmhis own soldiers, upon
which they were to seize upon Judas; but he pexddive treachery, and ran
back to his own soldiers, and fled away with th&m.upon this discovery of
his purpose, and of the snares laid for Judas,ndicdetermined to make
open war with him, and gathered his army togetwed, prepared for fighting
him; and upon joining battle with him at a certauillage called
Capharsalama, he beat Judas, (2) and forced hiiy to that citadel which
was at Jerusalem.

5. And when Nicanor came down from the citadel uhtotemple, some
of the priests and elders met him, and saluted lana showed him the
sacrifices which they offered to God for the kingpon which he
blasphemed, and threatened them, that unless t@epeould deliver up
Judas to him, upon his return he would pull clotvgirttemple. And when he
had thus threatened them, he departed from Jenus&et the priests fell
into tears out of grief at what he had said, angbbght God to deliver them
from their enemies But now for Nicanor, when he wgme out of
Jerusalem, and was at a certain village calledddeth he there pitched his
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camp, another army out of Syria having joined hMknd Judas pitched his
camp at Adasa, another village, which was thirtylolngs distant from
Bethoron, having no more than one thousand soldfmsl when he had
encouraged them not to be dismayed at the multibfideeir enemies, nor to
regard how many they were against whom they weneggm fight, but to
consider who they themselves were, and for whaatgrewards they
hazarded themselves, and to attack the enemy aaualy, he led them out
to fight, and joining battle with Nicanor, whichgwed to be a severe one, he
overcame the enemy, and slew many of them; armsaiNicanor himself, as
he was fighting gloriously, fell: - upon whose fdile army did not stay; but
when they had lost their general, they were puflight, and threw down
their arms. Judas also pursued them and slew tAedhgave notice by the
sound of the trumpets to the neighboring villages tie had conquered the
enemy; which, when the inhabitants heard, theygoutheir armor hastily,
and met their enemies in the face as they weremgraway, and slew them,
insomuch that not one of them escaped out of thatld)y who were in
number nine thousand This victory happened todialthe thirteenth day of
that month which by the Jews is called Adar andtihhy Macedonians
Dystrus; and the Jews thereon celebrate this yieeery year, and esteem it
as a festival day. After which the Jewish natiomeydor a while, free from
wars, and enjoyed peace; but afterward they retumi@® their former state
of wars and hazards.

6. But now as the high priest Alcimus, was resa@via pull down the
wall of the sanctuary, which had been there oftmee, and had been built
by the holy prophets, he was smitten suddenly bg,@nd fell down. (3)
This stroke made him fall down speechless upomtband; and undergoing
torments for many days, he at length died, whehdtebeen high priest four
years. And when he was dead, the people bestoveedidgih priesthood on
Judas; who hearing of the power of the Romanstlaatdhey had conquered
in war Galatia, and lberia, and Carthage, and Lilayal that, besides these,
they had subdued Greece, and their kings, Peraed<>hilip, and Antiochus
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the Great also; he resolved to enter into a leaffieendship with them. He
therefore sent to Rome some of his friends, Eupotethe son of John, and
Jason the son of Eleazar, and by them desired dneaRs that they would
assist them, and be their friends, and would wotBemetrius that he would
not fight against the Jews. So the senate recéheedmbassadors that came
from Judas to Rome, and discoursed with them atbmutrrand on which
they came, and then granted them a league of assestThey also made a
decree concerning it, and sent a copy of it intdedu It was also laid up in
the capitol, and engraven in brass. The decrekt wses this: "The decree of
the senate concerning a league of assistance iandghip with the nation of
the Jews. It shall not be lawful for any that aubjsct to the Romans to
make war with the nation of the Jews, nor to assste that do so, either by
sending them corn, or ships, or money; and if atgck be made upon the
Jews, the Romans shall assist them, as far asatkegble; and again, if any
attack be made upon the Romans, the Jews shadt #ssm. And if the Jews
have a mind to add to, or to take away any thiranfr this league of
assistance, that shall be done with the commonecrtd the Romans. And
whatsoever addition shall thus be made, it shatifiderce." This decree was
written by Eupolemus the son of John, and by Jélserson of Eleazar, (4)
when Judas was high priest of the nation, and Simehrother was general
of the army. And this was the first league that Rmmans made with the
Jews, and was managed after this manner.

Footnotes:

1. It is no way probable that Josephus would call Batmaa, that bitter and
bloody enemy of the Jews, as our present copies ihaa man good, or
kind, and gentle, What the author of the First Bobkaccabees, whom
Josephus here follows, instead of that characégs ef him, is, that he
was a great man in the kingdom, and faithful tokimgj; which was very
probably Josephus's meaning also.

2. Josephus's copies must have been corrupted wheihéne give victory
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to Nicanor, contrary to the words following, whiahply that he who
was beaten fled into the citadel, which for certaétonged to the city of
David, or to Mount Zion, and was in the possessoénNicanor's
garrison, and not of Judas's. As also it is conti@athe express words of
Josephus's original author, 1 Macc. 7:32, who ghg$ Nicanor lost
about five thousand men, and fled to the city o¥iDa

. This account of the miserable death of AlcimusJac-mus, the wicked
high priest, (the first that was not of the famufythe high priests, and
made by a vile heathen, Lysias,) before the defalnaas, and of Judas's
succession to him as high priest, both here, atideatonclusion of this
book, directly contradicts 1 Macc. 9:54-57, whidages his death after
the death of Judas, and says not a syllable ohihle priesthood of
Judas. How well the Roman histories agree to tleisoant of the
conquests and powerful condition of the Romanst time, see the
notes in Havercamp's edition; only that the numiifethe senators of
Rome was then just three hundred and twenty, tisink, only known
from 1 Macc. 8:15.

. This subscription is wanting 1 Macc. 8:17, 29, amast be the words of
Josephus, who by mistake thought, as we have qvstseen, that Judas
was at this time high priest, and accordingly theckoned his brother
Jonathan to be the general of the army, which getdems not to have
been till after the death of Judas.
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Chapter 11

Judas Fell as He Was Courageously Fighting

1. But when Demetrius was informed of the deathNiochnor, and of the
destruction of the army that was with him, he dga¢chides again with an
army into Judea, who marched out of Antioch, anchecanto Judea, and
pitched his camp at Arbela, a city of Galilee; dading besieged and taken
those that were there in caves, (for many of thapleefled into such places,)
he removed, and made all the haste he could tealern. And when he had
learned that Judas had pitched his camp at a cesitiige whose name was
Bethzetho, he led his army against him: they wearenty thousand foot-
men, and two thousand horsemen. Now Judas had r®suoldiers than one
thousand. (1) When these saw the multitude of Bdesls men, they were
afraid, and left their camp, and fled all away, epting eight hundred. Now
when Judas was deserted by his own soldiers, andrtemy pressed upon
him, and gave him no time to gather his army togethe was disposed to
fight with Bacchides's army, though he had but elgindred men with him;
so he exhorted these men to undergo the dangeragmausly, and
encouraged them to attack the enemy. And when sha&l/they were not a
body sufficient to fight so great an army, and addithat they should retire
now, and save themselves and that when he hadredtlies own men
together, then he should fall upon the enemy atiesg; his answer was this:
“Let not the sun ever see such a thing, that | lsheliow my back to the
enemy and although this be the time that will bmmg to my end, and | must
die in this battle, I will rather stand to it cogeusly, and bear whatsoever
comes upon me, than by now running away bring @egraipon my former
great actions, or tarnish their glory." This wae 8peech he made to those
that remained with him, whereby he encouraged tloeattack the enemy.

2. But Bacchldes drew his army out of their cammul put them in array
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for the battle. He set the horsemen on both thgsyiand the light soldiers
and the archers he placed before the whole arntyhdwas himself on the
right wing. And when he had thus put his army idesrof battle, and was
going to join battle with the enemy, he commandezlttumpeter to give a
signal of battle, and the army to make a shouttarfdll on the enemy. And
when Judas had done the same, he joined battleheth; and as both sides
fought valiantly, and the battle continued till sset, Judas saw that
Bacehides and the strongest part of the army wakanright wing, and
thereupon took the most courageous men with hiwh,ran upon that part of
the army, and fell upon those that were there, lanatke their ranks, and
drove them into the middle, and forced them to away, and pursued them
as far as to a mountain called Aza: but when tlodgbe left wing saw that
the right wing was put to flight, they encompassadas, and pursued him,
and came behind him, and took him into the middléheir army; so being
not able to fly, but encompassed round about withnges, he stood still,
and he and those that were with him fought; andnainee had slain a great
many of those that came against him, he at lastharaself wounded, and
fell and gave up the ghost, and died in a way tikehis former famous
actions. When Judas was dead, those that werehimthad no one whom
they could regard [as their commander]; but wheeytsaw themselves
deprived of such a general, they fled. But Simowd donathan, Judas's
brethren, received his dead body by a treaty fioenetnemy, and carried it to
the village of Modin, where their father had beemidd, and there buried
him; while the multitude lamented him many days] @erformed the usual
solemn rites of a funeral to him. And this was ¢inel that Judas came to. He
had been a man of valor and a great warrior, andifoli of the commands
of their father Matrathins; and had undergone d#ficdlties, both in doing
and suffering, for the liberty of his countrymemawhen his character was
so excellent [while he was alive], he left behinchha glorious reputation
and memorial, by gaining freedom for his nationg aelivering them from
slavery under the Macedonians. And when he hadineztathe high
priesthood three years, he died.
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Footnote:

1. That this copy of Josephus, as he wrote it, had het one thousand,
but three thousand, with 1 Macc 9:5, is very pléiecause though the
main part ran away at first, even in Josephus, &bkag in 1 Macc. 9:6,
yet, as there, so here, eight hundred are saidave lhemained with
Judas, which would be absurd, if the whole numizer been no more
than one thousand.
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