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No. 1

A series presented at the 1893 General Conferezsgsdd

What was the first aim and effect of the gift obphecy among
us? Our enemies have repeatedly testified thdobdhe visions our
denomination would long since have gone to pieE¢der Joseph
Bates gives this testimony to their effect at timet of the great
confusion following the disappointment in 1844 (s#dse and
Progress of Seventh-day Adventists," p.128):--

"I thank God for the opportunity | have had withhets to
witness these things. | can now confidently speak rhyself. |
believe the work is of God, and is given to comfamtd strengthen
his 'scattered,’ 'torn,' and 'peeled people,' simeelosing up of our
work ... in October, 1844. The distracted statdoohere's!" and 'lo
there's!" since that time has exceedingly perple&ed's honest,
willing people, and made it exceedingly difficutirfsuch as were
not able to expound the many conflicting texts thate presented
to their view. | confess that | have received lightl instruction on
many passages that | could not before clearly wtaied."

In August 1848, a conference of Sabbath keepershshs at
Volney, Oswego Co., N. Y. "There were about thitye persons
present, all that could be collected in that pathe state; but hardly
two of these were agreed. Each was strenuous $obwn views,
declaring that they were according to the Bibld.ure anxious to
advance their sentiments and to preach them. Thag wold that
Elder White and his wife had not come so greatstadce to hear
them, but had come to teach them the truth. Mrokmeld that the
1000 years of Rev. 20, were in the past, and t@tohe hundred



and forty-four thousand mentioned in Revelationeveose raised
at Christ's resurrection.

"As the emblems of our dying Lord were before ttusnpany,
and they were about to commemorate his sufferiiys, Arnold
arose and said he had no faith in what they weositatio do, -- that
the Lord's supper was a continuation of the Passtwée observed
but once a year. These strange differences of mpiralled a heavy
weight upon Mrs. White, especially as Mr. Arnoldkp of the one
thousand years as being in the past. She well khatvhe was in
error, and great grief pressed upon her spiritsif eemed that God
was dishonored. Some feared she was dying; butr&iBates,
White, Chamberlain, Gurney, and Edson prayed far hed the
Lord mercifully heard the prayers of his servaatisg she revived.
The light of heaven rested upon her, and she was lest to earthly
things. While in this state she was shown soméegtrors of those
present, and also truth in contrast with their mrehowing that
these discordant views which they claimed were @iag to the
Bible, were only according to their own opinionstbé Bible, and
that they must yield their errors and unite upoe third angel's
message. The meeting ended gloriously; truth gathedvictory.
Those who held these strange diversities of opicmmfessed their
errors, and united upon the present truth of thied tlangel's
message, and the Lord greatly blessed them." s€'Rind Progress,
pp.137,138.

The writer of the proverbs said, "Where there isvisson the
people throw off restraint." (Prov. 29:18, Revis¥eérsion). In
harmony with this testimony are the following worfiiem Sister
White (see "Gospel Workers," p.84):--



"I was pointed back, and saw that in every impdrtaove,
every decision made or point gained by God's pesuee have
arisen to carry matters to extremes, and to mowaniextravagant
manner, which has disgusted unbelievers, distreGsmtls people,
and brought the cause of God into disrepute. Tioplpevhom God
is leading out in these last days will be troubieith just such
things. But much evil will be avoided if the mires$ of Christ will
be of one mind, united in their plans of actiong amited in effort.
If they will stand together, sustain one anothet taithfully reprove
and rebuke wrong, they will soon cause it to withgant Satan has
controlled these matters very much. Private memlseis even
preachers have sympathized with disaffected ones h@dve been
reproved for their wrongs, and division of feelihgs been the
result. The one who has ventured out and dischargisd
disagreeable duty by faithfully meeting error anang, is grieved
and wounded that he receives not the fullest symypaif his
preaching brethren. He becomes discouraged in aligriy these
painful duties, lays down the cross, and withhotde pointed
testimony. His soul is shut up in darkness, anccthech suffers for
the lack of the very testimony which God designéoutd live
among his people. Satan's object is gained when fdltaful
testimony is suppressed. Those who so readily simzgawith the
wrong, consider it a virtue; but they realize riwttthey are exerting
a scattering influence, and that they themselvégs twe carry out
Satan's plans."

"Angels work harmoniously. Perfect order charazesiall their
movements. The more closely we imitate the harney order of
the angelic host, the more successful will be tfierts of these
heavenly agents in our behalf. If we see no netyefssi harmonious
action, and are disorderly, undisciplined, and mjaaized in our
course of action, angels, who are thoroughly omgtheand move in

3



perfect order, cannot work for us successfully. yrhan away in

grief, for they are not authorized to bless comfnsdistraction, and
disorganization. All who desire the co-operationtioé heavenly
messengers, must work in unison with them. Those® Wwhve

unction from on high, will in all their efforts eoagrage order,
discipline, and union of action, and then the an@élGod can co-
operate with them. But never, never will these ey messengers
place their endorsement upon irregularity, disoizion, and

disorder. All these evils are the result of Satafferts to weaken
our forces, to destroy courage, and prevent suftdesgion.

"Satan well knows that success can only attend rosifel
harmonious action. He well knows that everythingrected with
heaven is in perfect order, that subjection andatngh discipline
mark the movements of the angelic host. It is hislisd effort to
lead professed Christians just as far from heawresgement as he
can; therefore he deceives even the professed e@bpgbod, and
makes them believe that order and discipline aremsgs to
spirituality; that the only safety for them is tet leach pursue his
own course, and to remain especially distinct friwadies of
Christians who are united, and are laboring toldista discipline
and harmony of action. All the efforts made to bksh order are
considered dangerous, a restriction of rightfugitls, and hence are
feared as popery. These deceived souls consideviitue to boast
of their freedom to think and act independentlyey lwill not take
any man's say-so. They are amenable to no mars Ela@vn that it
Is Satan's special work to lead men to feel thiatit God's order for
them to strike out for themselves, and choose tbein course,
independent of their brethren." -- Gospel Workpegje 156.

"The travels of the children of Israel are faithjudescribed; the
deliverance which the Lord wrought for them, theierfect
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organization and special order, their sin in muimgagainst Moses
and thus against God, their transgressions, tledellions, their
punishments, their carcasses strewn in the wildsrrimecause of
their unwillingness to submit to God's wise arrangats, -- this
faithful picture is hung up before us as a warniesf we follow

their example of disobedience, and fall like them.Has God

changed from a God of order? No; he is the saménenpresent
dispensation as in the former. Paul says, 'Godistlre author of
confusion, but of peace.' (1Cor. 14:33) He is adiqdar now as
then. And he designs that we should learn lessdénsrder and

organization from the perfect order instituted he days of Moses,
for the benefit of the children of Israel." -- Ge$pWorkers,

pp.159,160.



No. 2

We can no more disconnect the work of the SpiriGofl from
the third angel's message than we can have a bdy lwithout
nerves or muscles, or get life out of a marbleustaGod has been
speaking to his people from the beginning of tlaigse, and | praise
him that the testimonies still come from him, ame warmer and
warmer.

Some may say, Why haven't you evangelized the wawltthg
the forty years you have been at work? Look at yowinlishing
houses and other institutions. Yes; but these wetan existence
forty years ago. At that time we did not have ongysour page
tract. We published one paper, about a quarteragge las the
"REVIEW" now is. All of Sister White's Testimoni@sade less than
one hundred pages. A man who gave five dollarh¢ocause was
thought to be giving us quite a lift. But now wevhahe machinery,
and we will see more done in one year now thandcoel done in
twenty years then.

Notice how it was back in the first angel's messagdetter
written by Elder J. V. Himes, and published in Minight Cry, of
Sept. 12, 1844, makes this statement: "When we @mead the
work with Brother Miller in 1840, he had been lgatg nine years.
During that time he stood almost alone, but hisotabhad been
almost incessant and effectual in awakening professf religion to
the true hope of God's people, and the necessapamation for the
advent of the Lord, as also the awakening of alssds of the
unconverted to a sense of their lost condition #mel duty of
Immediate repentance and conversion to God, aspa@tion to
meet the Bridegroom in peace at his coming." Foe nyiears, as he
said, he stood almost alone, but in 1843-44 theas & wonderful
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stir made all over the earth. God opens the way gerckly for a
great work when things come round in readines#.fdihat was the
way it was at that time, and it will be so now.

Your attention was called last Friday to the effgicthe work of
God in producing unity in the church. Extracts wezad showing
how the Testimonies produced harmony among théfametin the
early days of the cause. This morning | wish td e#tiention to
some other points. We are told to take the prophetn example of
suffering affliction and of patience. (James 5:1fOyve know the
manner of God's working through the prophets in age of the
world, we know how he will work through them in ethages.
(1Cor. 10:11) "Now all these things happened urttent for
ensamples, and they are written for our admonitigoan whom the
ends of the world are come."

We will notice some points about the work of ther®pf God
In connection with these ancient prophets. Firgtceothe case of
Balaam, as recorded in Numbers 22:38, "And Balaamd anto
Balak, Lo | am come unto thee; have | now any poateall to say
anything? The word that God putteth in my moutht telaall |
speak." When God took the prophet in his hand hletbhado just
exactly as God wanted him to do. Connect this witbase in the
New Testament: The apostle Paul tells us, in 2C2ih chapter, of
the visions and revelations which were given to.ha says he did
not know whether he was in the body or out of thdyb At such
times he was entirely lost to all surrounding anstiances; and he
tells us that lest he should be exalted above measirough the
abundance of the revelations, there was givenrtoehthorn in the
flesh, the messenger of Satan, to buffet him. Gisteite has also a
thorn in the flesh; she has continually had gretficdity with her
heart, yet she will not have the brethren pray thia¢ may be
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relieved of this trouble, for she said it was tomagn by her, and to
be manifested whenever she was in danger of begoaxalted.

Going back to the case of Balaam, we read in Nusni2d,
verses 3 to 5, "And he took up this parable and, $alaam the son
of Beor hath said, and the man whose eyes are logénsaid; he
hath said which heard the words of God, which dawision of the
Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his syepen: How
goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernaCldsrael."

Balaam, when in vision, had his eyes open. Notm& the case
of Daniel. (Dan.10:17-19) The prophet said, "Fowhoan the
servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? fas for me,
straightway there remaineth no strength in me,heeits there
breath left in me. Then there came again and talche one like
the appearance of a man, and he strengthened cheaah O man,
greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee,timng yea, be
strong. And when he had spoken unto me, | was giinened, and
said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened' Daniel had
no strength or breath left in him, and he was sgitsgned by an
angel, and he says, "And when he had spoken untd mas
strengthened," indicating that he had superhumangh.

| have seen Sister White in vision about fifty tsndhe first
time was about forty years ago, when Brother Os\&tmvell was
very sick, and expected to die. It was on the Sthbthe first
Sabbath | ever kept. Brother Stowell wanted hig @csnmended to
God, and desired the brethren to pray for him. neweer to their
prayers he was healed and went to work again twe dater.
Brother White, who was present at the time, saithéy "Ellen is in
vision." | looked at her and saw her kneeling bg fed and looking
up toward heaven, and she soon began to shoutegrsos God.

8



Brother White said, "There is no breath in her bbéyes open, no
breath, yet her pulse beating naturally, and etergt else in a
normal condition! Her eyes seemed intently fixedmugsomething
off at a great distance.

On one occasion Elders White and Andrews, and mysele
awakened at midnight, and called to come and magikter White.
She had fainted, and all efforts to revive her weamnavailing. We
had a season of prayer, and she seemed to revivevastaken off
In vision. Some of our opponents say, "Yes, thatlways the way,
she is always sick and faints away before she hees af her
visions." But this is not true. The first one | sher have was at the
close of a meeting, when she was well enough te t@kiong
journey. Her last open vision was in 1884, on tamg ground at
Portland, Oregon. She has visions at the preseat, fbut they are
not open visions in a public assembly. It is a le@&yvplace to be in,
where there is an open vision, as some of those\Wwko have seen
her at such times, can testify.

The first indication that she is about to be takénn vision is
that she loses all strength, like a person suddafilgg down. This
state continues not more than five seconds, whersgtdenly rises
to her feet. She herself says that the first tlshg knows an angel
stands by her side and touches her and she restreegth. This is
just as it was with Daniel. She has been examinkeitevin vision,
by skillful physicians, and we have testimonialgnfr them which
declare that the phenomena of her visions are loeyiheir
comprehension. A remarkable evidence of the supeghustrength
which Sister White has while in vision was giverridg her third
vision, when she held on her arm a Bible eighteehes long,
eleven inches wide, and four inches thick, and hiem eighteen
and a fourth pounds. It was published by JosepleSe&a Boston,
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Mass., in 1822. This she held out at arm's lendm; eyes
meanwhile looking straight up, and her hand turrfragm text to
text for more than half an hour, pointing to thetsewith her finger
and repeating them. | have conversed with those asemined
every text as she pointed to them, and they tettdy she repeated
every one correctly. This was an indication tha gower of God
was connected with that work.

When God has a special work to do he sometimets siat by
bringing to view something of a startling charactershow that it is
above human power. So it was with Moses, at thaibgrbush. The
bush seemed to be burning with fire, yet not a targa leaf of it
was consumed, so that Moses said, "l will now @asitle to see this
great sight, why the bush is not burnt." When Mosgsed aside
God called to him and said, Moses, Moses, putloffshoes from
off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standes$taly ground. This
was only the first step, which led on to greatemifestations of
God's power, till the terrible exhibition when Gtilindered his law
from Mount Sinai.

God designed by this exhibition of power to showat tiine work
was altogether superior to that of any human agefegther effect
was to call the attention of the people to themthsd they began to
make inquiries around in different places, and réesthat Sister
White would come and visit them.

At another time Sister White held this same kiné @&fible open
in one hand, above her head, at an angle of forey degrees, for
half an hour, while she turned from text to texid aepeated the
words to which she pointed. The spectators stoochairs to
examine the texts as she pointed to them. Sonteeaf tried to hold
a Bible in their hands at this angle, and could dotso, but the
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Bible in her hand seemed to be as firm as if the ad been glued
together.

People who never saw Sister White in vision, sagy tlean
explain all about it, that it is only the result disease, hysterics,
etc., but the testimony of skillful physicians whave examined her
at such times is altogether different. We are happsicknowledge
the working of God for us in connection with thesanifestations.
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No. 3

My mind is impressed this morning to read again .EpA3:
"Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and tfe knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measiuthe stature
of the fullness of Christ." In my first talk | tolsbomething about the
work of the gifts in producing unity; but that istrall there is to it,
for our text says, "unto a perfect man, unto theasuee of the
stature of the fullness of Christ." And here issthiitle work of
Sister White's, "Steps to Christ," which Brothends has called the
"Gospel Primer" -- yes, and it's a whole libraryin-what direction
does it point? Is it not in this very directiongrowing to the up full
measure of the stature of Christ?

| have here Testimony No. 1, -- a vision given N29, 1855, in
the first Seventh-day Adventist meeting house dxuelt in Battle
Creek. | read from the third paragraph. "Exaltatias come into the
ranks; there must be more humility. There is toocimwf an
independence of spirit indulged in among the megsan This must
be laid aside, and there must be a drawing togetht@e servants of
God. There has been too much of a spirit to asky TAny brother's
keeper?" Said the angel, "Yea, thou art thy br&ghezeper. Thou
shouldst have a careful watch for thy brother, tierested for his
welfare, and cherish a kind, loving spirit towartigm. Press
together, press together." There is the very réarder among us,
laid right down in that testimony; and in the setaneeting-house
that was built definite steps were taken towardoization.

| want now to connect with my text another script@ound in
the first chapter of 1st John: "That which was frdm beginning,
which we have heard, which we have seen with oaseyhich we
have looked upon, and our hands have handled afahe of
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life. ... That which we have seen and heard deel&®nto you,
that ye also may have fellowship with us: And trolyr fellowship
Is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus-Chrititvwe say that we
have fellowship with him and walk in darkness, weednd do not
the truth: but if we walk in the light, as he isthmre light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood of JeGhsist his Son
cleanseth us from all sin." (Verses 6, 7) Then IWwwe are to get
this true harmony and unity? Why, the text tells that our
fellowship is with Christ and the Father; so if @i have the spirit
of Christ in our hearts and have fellowship witmhihere'll be no
trouble about all having the same mind, and alh@en unity. You
remember the proposition in philosophy that "twangfs that are
like the same thing are like each other," and jugt so here. Two
minds that are like the mind of Christ will be likach other.

| have here a recent special testimony to brethreasponsible
positions, and on page 11 | read these words: "iotle time for
God's people to take up the duties that lie neanthBe faithful in
the little things; for on the right performance tbese hang great
results. Do not leave the work which needs to beedbecause it
appears to your judgment to be small and inconaider Make up
every waste place, repair the breaches as fastegisoccur. Let all
go to work to help someone who needs help. Thesiecause for the
great weakness in our churches, and that causedstt remove. It
is self. Men have none too much will, but they mhete it wholly
sanctified to God. They need to fall on the Roc#t ba broken. Self
must be crucified in every one who shall enterdhtes of the city
of God. The fierce spirit which rises up in the heaf some in the
church when anything does not please them, is pivé of Satan,
and not the spirit of Christ.
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"Is it not fully time that we return to our firsoye and be at
peace among ourselves? We must show ourselves tmtbenly
Bible readers, but Bible believers. If we are white Christ, we
shall be united to one another. 'A new commandnhame unto
you, that ye love one another; as | have loved tfwat, ye also love
one another.' 'We then that are strong ought totheanfirmities of
the weak, and not to please ourselves. For everstQileased not
himself, but, as it is written, the reproacheshaim that reproached
thee fell on me. For whatsoever things were writiaretime were
written for our learning, that we through patieacel comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope. Now the God of patieacesl
consolation grant you to be like-minded one towamdother
according to Christ Jesus.' So then where is thd&ing of the gifts
to bring us? -- "Unto a perfect man, unto the meast the stature
of the fullness of Christ."

| want now to read a few texts which speak moreutltois
fullness. "And the Word was made flesh, and dweilbiag us, (and
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only-bégoof the Father),
full of grace and truth." "And of his fullness haa# we received,
and grace for grace." (John 1:14, 16) "For in hnelieth all the
fullness of the Godhead bodily." (Col. 2:9) "Andtihg@ut all things
under his feet, and given him to be the head olldhiags to the
church; which is the body, the fullness of him tfieth all in all."
(Eph. 1:22, 23) Also "That Christ may dwell in ycwearts by faith;
that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may abée to
comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, Emdth, and
depth, and height; and to know the love of Chudtjch passeth
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the lhdss of God."
(Eph. 3:17-19) As we behold and contemplate thimitgfof God's
love to us, and grasp it and take it in, we arkedilwith all the
fullness of God. "And he [Christ] is before alliigs, and by him all
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things consist. And he is the head of the body,ctinech.” Then if
we are united to that Head we are filled with hikniess.

This is what the Bible teaches; and now let us \8bat the
Testimonies teach. | thought | had read the Testia® pretty
thoroughly and understood what was in them, but hbegin to see
things in them that | had never seen before. Trimad read these
things, and thought they were very good, but somwetiid not grasp
the real point that was in them. This means that {Scclothing his
word with power. You can't separate the messagen ftbe
Testimonies. Just as well try to get along witheygs or nerves or
muscles in your body, as try to carry forward thessage without
them.

| read from Testimony No. 8, written in 1861: "Weush study
the life of Christ, and learn what it is to confessn before the
world. In order to confess Christ we must have tonconfess. No
one can truly confess Christ unless the mind aadSthirit of Christ
are in him. If a form of godliness or an acknowleagnt of the
truth were also a confession of Christ, we might, &road is the
way that leadeth unto life, and many there be finalt it. We must
understand what it is to confess Christ, and whena deny him. It
IS possible by our lips to confess Christ yet im works to deny
him. The fruits of the Spirit manifested in thesldire a confession of
him."

| stated yesterday some points of comparison betveeeient
prophets and prophets of our own time; but heeepsint | wish to
mention, concerning the difference between the puggphets and
the false. With the false prophets there was alvilaytery, but with
the true ones there was never flattery, but alwapsoof. So, in the
Spirit of Prophecy, you would expect to find re@dsocAnd that is
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just what we do find. There have been a great nmaopple with

broken heads, people who found fault with the Testiies given to
them because their course had been reproved, aydabuld talk

about them and say it was not true, and perhapwddiey were
through talking you would see from what they st tit was true.
Notice what the Lord says: " Howbeit, | sent untouyall my

servants the prophets, rising early and sending tlsaying, O do
not this abominable thing that | hate. But theyrkeaed not, nor
inclined their ear, nor turned from their wickedsieso burn no
incense unto other gods." (Jer. 44:4, 5) You sekdithot say, Oh,
you are a good fellow; you are just about rightid@) it was "Do not
this abominable thing that | hate." There is shdia character of
God's messengers.

Now how did the false prophets do their work? "Tlsagh the
Lord of Hosts, Hearken not unto the words of theppets that
prophesy unto you; they make you vain, they speakian of their
own heart and not out of the mouth of the Lord.yl'eay still unto
them that despise me, The Lord hath said, ye bhakk peace; and
they say unto everyone that walketh after the imatgpn of his own
heart, No evil shall come upon you." (Jer. 23:16), Hlere you see
the flattery that was a characteristic of their kvor

| read now another text: "Beloved, believe not gvapirit, but
try the spirits whether they are of God, becauseynfalse prophets
are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye theriSpf God:
every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Chrisbimecin the flesh is
of God, and every spirit that confesseth not teatd Christ is come
in the flesh is not of God." (1 John 4:1, 3) | ugedbelieve this
meant that these false spirits had got to acknayadhe incarnation
of Christ, but | bless God there is greater ligammang to us, and
now | believe it means to confess that Jesus Chastcome in our
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flesh. That is just how we are to overcome, -- &yu3 Christ in our
flesh, as the text says, "Greater is He that igiunthan he that is in
the world." "They are of the world, therefore spdahky of the
world, and the world heareth them. We are of Gaoeltiht knoweth
God eareth us, and he that is not of God hearethusioHereby
know we the spirit of truth and the spirit of erfofl John 4.5, 6)
Here is the contrast. They are of the world, butane of God, and
God is our strength. This is just what we findhe fTestimonies all
the way through.

At Rocky Hill, Conn., a circumstance occurred whizmfought
these two opposite classes right together. A mgetas held at the
home of one of our brethren, and there was a bvhad there who
claimed to have visions. Sister White had a visirowhich she was
instructed to tell this man and his wife that tisépuld send for their
daughter, who was away from home among strangerdlaw
Britain, and have her return home right away, foe svas in great
danger, and that she had already taken an imprumenmse. The
blind man said, O no, the daughter would not dalang that was
wrong, and he got up in the meeting and rattlednfat he called
his gift of tongues. There was quite a power welttt W, and quite a
number sympathized with him. Along about midnigmere was a
loud rap at Sister White's door, and the word ctimaethe daughter
wanted to see Sister White, for she was sick, aaslafraid she was
going to die. The outcome was that she confesdetha Sister
White had said.

The next morning the man who claimed to talk wathgues was
seen taking a hasty departure.

But some say, | never had any testimony of repseoit to me.
How is that, -- never had any reproof? Why, youenal had
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reproof. Christ said, "If any man hath an earhiet hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches." Just keep yous egen, and you
will get the reproof.

We say to ourselves, O that testimony is for Brothelhat hits
him. Yes, but quite likely it hits you too, anditfhits you it was
given for you also. Some of these persons who wegved used
to try to keep their reproofs hidden from theirthren, so that it
would appear that Brother and Sister White sanetiaieir course.
This is what first led to the publication of thestienonies. | read
from Testimony No. 14, paragraph 8:--

"I have finally decided that many of these persdaatimonies
should be published, as they all contain more ss Ieproof and
instruction, which apply to hundreds of thousanfiothers in a
similar condition. These should have the light vih{éod has seen
fit to give, which meets their cases; it is wrongshut it away from
them by sending it to one person or to one clabsyevit is kept as a
light under a bushel. My convictions of duty onstpioint have been
greatly strengthened by the following dream: 'Avgrof evergreens
was presented before me: several including myseliewaboring
among them. | was bidden to closely inspect thestend see if they
were in a flourishing condition. | observed thatmgowere being
bent and deformed by the wind, and needed to beostgu by
stakes. | was carefully removing the dirt from feeble and dying
trees to ascertain the cause of their conditialisdovered worms at
the roots of some; others had not been waterededyomnd were
dying with drought; the roots of others had beeawded together to
their injury. My work was to explain to the workmdéme different
reasons why these trees did not prosper. This wasssary, from
the fact that trees in other grounds were liablee@ffected as these
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had been, and the cause of their not flourishing] how they
should be cultivated and treated must be made kriown

Yet the Lord deals with us gently, and does nohwis expose
all our faults to others, to be a hindrance to us.

| read now from Testimony No. 15, paragraph 2.ellstof a
dream that Sister White had which she thus relates:

"I dreamed that a person brought to me a web ofeamtlioth,
and bade me cut it into garments for persons otkiaks and all
descriptions of character and circumstances in llifeas told to cut
them out and hang them up all ready to be made whked for. |
had the impression that many for whom | was reguit@ cut
garments were unworthy. ... | felt discouragedatamount of work
before me, and stated that | had been engagedttingcgarments
for others for more than twenty years, and my lakbmad not been
appreciated, neither did | see that my work hadm@gpdished much
good. ... The person replied, 'Cut out the garmehnés is your duty.
... The loss is not yours, but mine; God sees sioh@n sees. He lays
out the work that he would have done, and you ddknow which
will prosper, this or that.' | then held up my handalloused as they
were with long use of the shears, and stated tbaitilld but shrink at
the thought of pursuing this kind of labor. The guwer again
repeated, 'Cut out the garments, your releasedtagehcome.' With
feelings of great weariness | arose to engageemitirk. Before me
lay new polished shears which | commenced using.fédlings of
weariness and discouragement left me. The shearmeskto cut
with hardly an effort, and | cut out garment afgg@arment with
comparative ease."
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But now comes somebody and says, O yes, | guasssitll so,
but there is a little something about this thadh'td understand. It is
about that teaching of Sister White's that afterttme passed, there
was no more mercy for sinners. O, is that it? Waéss your heart,
Sister White didn't teach that. | will tell you hotkat teaching
originated. Joseph Turner was the first one to eateit, at South
Paris, Maine, after the passing of the time; thotlnghsame idea had
been held by others before the time had passeshd from "Rise
and Progress of Seventh-day Adventists," page "Hd@ne of these
fanatical and exclusive persons took the positi@t ho one could
be saved except those who had already identifiethslelves with
the Advent movement. Shortly after the circumstan@bove
mentioned, Miss Harmon returned to Maine and maskecand visit
to Paris, where she had a reproof for such exttemidoncerning
this visit, | will quote from Mrs. Truesdail, whas we have before
said, then resided in Paris:--

"During Miss Harmon's visit in Paris, Maine, in teemmer of
1845, | stated to her the particulars concernidgax friend of mine,
whose father had deprived her of attending our mgst
consequently she had not rejected light. She sgiylireplied, 'God
has never shown me that there is no salvationuon gpersons. It is
those only who have had the light of truth presgéntethem and
knowingly rejected it."

Eld. J. N. Andrews, who resided in Paris, Maine 1845, and
who is wholly conversant with the people there, awnth that of
Eld. Jos. Turner, who taught there was no more ynfncsinners,
says of Miss Harmon's position on the subject at time, "Instead
of the visions leading them to adopt this viewcatrrected those
upon it who still held to it." To this | will add farther testimony by
Mrs. Truesdail:--
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"Another occasion worthy of mention was a visiowegi in
1846, in Paris, Maine. Miss Harmon was shown thaemwSatan
could not prevent the honest hearted from doing thieole duty, he
would exert his skill in pushing them beyond dudne good sister
had been telling the churches that God had rejetttech because
they had rejected the message sent from heavavéotlsem. Sister
Harmon was shown that there was no truth in heisaggs as there
were many in the churches who would yet embracetrtitg; that
the good angels would leave her (this sister) at door of the
church if she went there upon such an errand."

Yes, but didn't she get hold of that idea afterw@ardNo, that
won't do, for our enemies, who oppose the visi@ag, that she
taught this from the very first. The people heldthese doctrines,
and whenever she would go to them and associate th&m and
hold meetings, she was charged with advocating thews; and
this was how this shut door objection originatede $ave Joseph
Turner a testimony, saying that he was corrupeatth Elder Turner
had announced his intention of going to Portlan@ind, but this
testimony said he had no call to go to Portlandd &mat his
character would there be manifested. Then he tuagaihst Sister
White, and made the claim that she taught therenmasvore mercy
for sinners. But at this very time, and later, deowere being
converted and brought into the light through hépfta. Hiram Patch
and his wife were converted in Oswego, N. Y., id88by a
testimony concerning a man who was conducting avaeuvin this
testimony Brother Patch was told to wait one maantd he would
see the true character of this pretended revivaisl he did see it
only about two weeks later.
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In 1849 Sister White had a vision about these falsgpherds
who professed to have a travail of soul for sinhersd yet had
rejected the truth, that the time for their salmatwas past; and
since then people have pointed to this and satdSistéer White had
claimed there was no more mercy for sinners. Bl wWiose who
came out into the light, and were converted at tina¢, you can no
more shake their faith in the Testimonies than gan blot out
Bunker Hill Monument with a blow of your fist.
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No. 4

In the first eight verses of the first chapter st Corinthians, we
find what we may call a dedication of the episteseveral classes
of people. It was, first, "unto the Church of Godieh is at Corinth,
to them that are sanctified in Jesus Christ, cdlbelde saints;" then
also to "all that in every place call upon the nahdesus Christ our
Lord, both theirs and ours." So we might say tipistée is dedicated
to everybody that has a love for the truth. Bugdd further: "l thank
my God always on your behalf for the grace of GddcWw is given
you by Jesus Christ; that in everything ye areched by him, in all
utterance, and in all knowledge, even as the testynof Christ was
confirmed in you; so that ye come behind in no, gifaiting for the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." So then the &piss also
dedicated to us.

He says, "In everything ye are enriched by himalirutterance,
and in all knowledge, even as the testimony of €&wias confirmed
in you." Then what is it that prepares the way aots a prominent
part in fitting up a people in all things to be dgdo meet Christ? --
It is the testimony of Christ.

You find it mentioned again in Rev. 12:17, "And ti@gon was
wroth with the woman and went to make war with teenant of
her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and the
testimony of Jesus Christ." Also Rev. 19:10, wheeapostle John
saw an angel and was about to worship him, ande¥ds"See thou
do it not: I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy lbretn that have the
testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimohylesus is the
spirit of prophecy." Here is given an inspired dafon showing just
what the expression means; and the remnant chsrtdhhave this
"spirit of prophecy,” and it will be confirmed imdém, -- that is,
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manifested, and understood, and its workings detratesl as the
genuine work of God.

God began to manifest this gift in the first messduefore the
time passed, as early as 1842. William Foye, oft@dgswvas given
three visions, showing the pathway of the Advenipbe; and he
went from place to place relating them. He saw fbeple being
brought on to three different platforms, one foliogvanother. Some
dropped through the first and went out of sight #dre others went
on to the second one. Some dropped through thisdeagpeared,
and the remainder went to the third. Still othasmappeared through
this, and then the remainder went on to the citysofl. In another
vision he saw a mighty angel come down from heased, a voice
cried and said, "This angel has yet three stepske." He didn't
understand anything about it; but is there any logre@ to-day who
doesn't know what that meant? He lived to heae6i8armon relate
her first vision, and to testify that the two wedtentical.

In 1844, just before the time passed, a young mangl at
Poland, Me., (Mr. Edward Foss) was given a visibowang the
journey of the Advent people to the city of Godthwiheir dangers.
He was also given some messages of warning toeleland was
shown the trials and persecutions that would folldwhe was
faithful in relating what was shown him. He refusedgive the
reproofs and was given another vision, in whichuaes told that if
he did not tell them, the work would be placed oother person,
the weakest of the weak. He still refused, and thieother vision
was given him and he was told that he had beeragete This
aroused him, and he said that he would relate Wadtbeen shown
him. So he gave out an appointment and the pe@pleed to hear,
and he began to tell his experience, and how hedfaded to relate
what had been shown him, and he came to the pbimaating the
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vision, when lo, he was as silent as a statue tlaer@ he stood, not
able to remember a single word! Then he exclaimedgreat
anguish, "God has fulfilled his word; he has taklea vision from
me!" He lost hope and went into despair. Afterwaedheard Sister
Harmon relate the vision that had been given het, e said it was
as near like what had been shown him as two persausd tell the
same thing.

| referred yesterday to some testimonials of phgeg
concerning Sister White's condition while in visicBome who
oppose her work have told about a testimonial feoBr. Russell. |
have yet to learn about any such doctor ever tgedister White.
"Doctor" Russell may have been someone about astodseing a
doctor as a bath hand, or something of that soitthe never saw
Sister White in vision. And it is a point to be wed, that none of
our opponents ever saw her in vision. D. M. Cartriggstified
before a large audience that he never saw hesiornvi

When going into vision, she gives three distincowgh of
"Glory!" at intervals of a few seconds, each mdrelling, though
fainter, than the one preceding. The first one setancome from
about the height of the ceiling of the room; thextr®eems much
farther off, and the third seems to be far up amdyain the distance.
| will read some testimonials from physicians whavé seen her in
vision and who gave her at the time a careful eraton.

The first is from M. G. Kellogg, M. D., who refete the first
vision given in Michigan, May 29, 1853, at a megtimeld in the
barn of Wm. Dawson, in Tyrone, Livingston Co. Hgsa

"Sister White was in vision about twenty minutes haf an
hour. As she went into vision, every one preseatmss to feel the
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power and presence of God, and some of us did ehfiee the
Spirit of God resting upon us mightily. We were aggd in a prayer
and social meeting, Sabbath morning at about nicleck. Brother
White, my father, and Sister White had prayed, lands praying at
the time. There had been no excitement, no denaiisis. We did
plead earnestly with God, however, that he woues$®¥lthe meeting
with his presence, and that he would bless the \woNichigan. As
Sister White gave that triumphant shout of 'Glaptto-r-y! g-l-o-r-
y!" which you have heard her give so often as stesgnto vision,
Brother White arose and informed the audience lisatvife was in
vision. After stating the manner of her visionsd dhat she did not
breathe while in vision, he invited any one whoheig to do so to
come forward and examine her. Dr. Drummond, a s who
was also a First-day Adventist preacher, who [leefug saw her in
vision] had declared her visions to be of mesmerigin, and that
he could give her a vision, stepped forward, artidrad thorough
examination, turned very pale, and remarked, 'Slesmlt breathe!'

"I am quite certain that she did not breathe at tin@e while in
vision, nor in any of several others which she khdwen | was
present. The coming out of vision was as markeldeaggoing into
it. The first indication we had that the vision wersded, was in her
again beginning to breathe. She drew her firstthrdaep, long, and
full, in a manner showing that her lungs had bestiredy empty of
air. After drawing the first breath, several mirsipssed before she
drew the second, which filled the lungs precisedydad the first:
then a pause of two minutes, and a third inhalatdter which the
breathing became natural." Signed, "M. G. Kellohg,D., Battle
Creek, Mich., Dec. 28, 1890."

The second testimonial relates to a vision giveMts. White,
in Hillsdale, Mich., February, 1857:--
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"We were present when (in February, 1857) SisteG EWhite
had a vision in Waldron's Hall, Hillsdale. Dr. Lonthade an
examination, and said, 'Her heart beats, but tiseme breath. There
is life, but no action of the lungs; | cannot acaabudor this
condition." Signed, "A. F. Fowler, Mrs. A. F. FowleHillsdale,
Mich., Jan. 1, 1891."

Here is given another statement concerning the sasi.--

"l was present when Sister White had the above danston in
Waldron's Hall, Hillsdale. In addition to the abastatement, | heard
the doctor say that Sister White's condition inonswas 'beyond his
knowledge.' He also said, 'There is something swgteral about
that.™ Signed, "C. S. Glover, Battle Creek, Miclan. 19, 1891.

Here is a third statement on the same case:--

"This is to certify that we were present in Waldsonrall,
Hillsdale, Mich., in February, 1857, when Mrs. E. White had a
vision and while in that condition was examineduy Lord, and
we heard his public statement respecting the easgiven above by
Brother and Sister Fowler." Signed, "W. R. Carpentgliza
Carpenter, Noblesville, Ind., Aug. 30, 1891."

The following statement is from an individual whatvessed a
medical examination of Mrs. White while in visiort &towe,
Vermont, in the summer of 1853. He says:--

"A physician was present, and made such examinafitwer as
his wisdom and learning dictated, to find the caude the
manifestation. A lighted candle was held close @0 &yes, which
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were wide open; not a muscle of the eye moved.hda examined
her in regard to her pulse and also in regard tobheathing, and
there was no respiration. The result was that he safisfied that it
could not be accounted for on natural or scientginciples."”
Signed, "F. C. Castle."

Here is a description of a test applied while Mihite was in
vision at Buck's Bridge, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y.:--

"June 28, 1857, | saw Sister Ellen G. White inasior the first
time. | was an unbeliever in the visions; but onewnstance
among others that | might mention convinced me tm®t visions
were of God. To satisfy my mind as to whether steathed or not,
| first put my hand on her chest sufficiently lotigknow that there
was no more heaving of the lungs than there woalkbeen had
she been a corpse. | then took my hand and placeen her mouth,
pinching her nostrils between my thumb and forefmgso that it
was impossible for her to exhale or inhale air,nevieshe had
desired to do so. | held her thus with my hand abbeda minutes,
long enough for her to suffocate under ordinarguwinstances; she
was not in the least affected by this ordeal. Swaeessing this
wonderful phenomenon, | have not once been inclioedoubt the
divine origin of her visions." Signed, "D. T. Bowal, Battle Creek,
Feb. 4, 1891."

| will mention another medical examination that ikrnvessed at
Parkville, St. Joseph Co., Mich., Jan. 12, 1861.

At the close of an exhortation given by Sister \Whih a large
congregation that had assembled at the Adventistintehouse, the
blessing of God rested upon her in a remarkableege@nd she was
taken off in vision while seated in her chair. Téaevas present a
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Doctor Brown, a hale, strong man physically, aispredium. He
had said that her visions were the same as spadiumship, and
that if she had one where he was, he could bringpleof it in one
minute. An invitation was given for any who desirmeddo so to
come forward, and by examination satisfy themselagsto her
condition while in vision. The Doctor came forwaftut before he
had half completed his examination, he turned dggthle, and
shook like an aspen leaf. Elder White said, "Whik tDoctor report
her condition?" He replied, "She does not breatlad rapidly
made his way to the door. Those at the door whavko€ his

boasting said, "Go back, and do as you said youdyduing that

woman out of the vision." In great agitation hesped the knob of
the door, but was not permitted to open it untjuimy was made by
those near the door, "Doctor, what is it?" He mpli"God only
knows; let me out of this house!"

It was evident that the spirit that influenced haim a medium
was no more at rest in the presence of the powadr dbntrolled
Sister White in vision, than were the demoniacshm days of the
Saviour, who inquired, "Art thou come hither tortmnt us before
the time?"

| want now to call before you a living witness herehis house.
Brother Lampson, will you please step forward aathte to the
audience what you saw during one of Sister Whits®ns where
you were present?

[Brother Lampson.] "It was in 1854, at the homeBybther
White in Rochester. | was then seventeen yeardtadgéems to me |
can almost hear yet those three thrilling shout$efo-r-y!" which
she uttered. Then she sank back to the floor,alld, but sinking
back gently, and was supported in the arms of snaddnt. Two
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physicians came in, an old man and a young manth&rd/Vhite
was anxious that they should examine Sister WHdsety, which
they did. A small looking-glass was brought, and ohthem held it
over her mouth when she talked; but very soon faese this up and
said, She doesn't breathe. Then they closely exahtier sides to
try to find some evidence of deep breathing, bay ttid not find it.
When the examination was over, she rose to herdedtthen had a
view of some things connected with the seven lEgjyes. She put
her hands up to her hair, and Brother White andH&roAndrews
tried with all their might to keep her hands dowat they could not
move them, nor keep her fingers from opening aondiy, and she
tore out locks of her hair. Then she saw the trinropthe saints,
and her shouts of triumph | can seem to hear egen'n

In Miles Grant's book, and H. E. Carver's and D.Q&nright's
books the claim is made that miracles are alwaysrgin the Bible
as a test by which to know a true prophet. Buttendound any
such rule laid down in the Bible, and the facth&re is no such rule
given. Let us look at two or three scriptures begmn this point.
Matt.11:9-12, where Christ speaks of John the BaptBut what
went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, | say yoio, and more
than a prophet. ... Verily | say unto you, Amongrththat are born
of women there hath not risen a greater than JblenBRaptist:
notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdonheéven is greater
than he." (Luke 7:26) "But what went you out forsee? A prophet?
Yea, | say unto you, and much more than a proplidélin 10:41)
"And many resorted unto him, and said, John dignmacle: but all
things that John spake of this man were true."

And what did Mr. Canright say to this argument whenwas
compelled to meet it? He said, Oh, it is well knalvat John wasn't
a prophet(!) So, at the debate out in Californizexehthis happened
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Brother Healey said, Mr. Canright has said himsgk#t when a
person lets go of the testimonies he goes riglat intidelity, and
here you see it, for he refuses to believe theeBibl

Jan. 12, 1861, just three months to a day befa st gun was
fired on Fort Sumpter, the Seventh-day Adventiseting-house in
Parkville, Mich., was dedicated. At the close afiscourse by Elder
White, Sister White gave a stirring exhortatiorieafvhich she took
her seat in a chair. In this position she was takém vision. The
house was crowded with people, and it was a mastspplace to
be in. After coming out of the vision, she arosa] éooking about
the house she said:--

"There is not a person in this house who has eveanted of
the trouble that is coming upon this land. Peopéenaaking sport of
the secession ordinance of South Carolina, butvie hast been
shown that a large number of States are goingimcthat State, and
there will be a most terrible war. In this visiomave seen large
armies of both sides gathered on the field of @attlheard the
booming of the cannon, and saw the dead and dyingvery hand.
Then | saw them rushing up engaged in hand-to-Hagiting
[bayoneting one another]. Then | saw the fieldraftee battle, all
covered with the dead and dying. Then | was careegrison, and
saw the suffering of those in want, who were wastway. Then |
was taken to the homes of those who had lost hdshaons, or
brothers in the war. | saw there distress and ahgui

Then looking slowly around the house she said:--

"There are those in this house who will lose sorthat war."
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Many of the leading journals of the North at thahe,
particularly Horace Greely's paper, the New Yorkbiline, made
sport of the idea of there being any war, and daadl "if a few old
women with broomsticks should go down to South (e they
could quickly quell all the rebellion there is tBerBut how was it?
Just one year from that time | was preaching it $hane house, and
there sat before me in the audience two men whe wessent at the
dedication, and who had expressed to me their kkk$he what
Sister White had said. | alluded to the subjecsmfitual gifts and
spoke of what had been said in that house justyeae before, and
as | did so, both of those men buried their facetheir hands, and
one of them began to sob aloud. And no wonderwe&i&ks before
he had buried his only son, brought home from the avcorpse, and
the man beside him had lost one son in the waihaddanother one
in a rebel prison. Brother Kinne said there werkeast five persons
in the house that day of the dedication who aftesM@st sons in the
war.

Now turn to the forty-eighth chapter of Isaiah, amel will see
how God works in the case of a true prophet. VeBsé&s "l have
declared the former things from the beginning; dve&l went forth
out of my mouth, and | shewed them; | did them smilg and they
came to pass. . . . | have even from the begint@udared it to thee;
before it came to pass | showed it thee: least glmuldest say,
Mine idol hath done them, and my graven image, mydmolten
image, hath commanded them. Thou hast heard, Isiesabnd will
not ye declare it? | have shewed thee new things fthis time,
even hidden things, and thou didst not know theheyTare created
now, and not from the beginning; even before thg wWhen thou
heardest them not; lest thou shouldest say, Behkltew them."
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The Lord tells something that is going to comedsssuddenly,
which the people don't know and don't expect. e just the way
it was with what Sister White was shown about tlae. Mt is one of
God's signs, that you may know when he has spdkérank God
that the God of heaven deigns to speak to his pe@ime persons
may be glad they are not associated with people hiage this
manifestation amongst them, but from the depthmpfheart | am
glad that | am associated with people that hava augift.
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No. 5

Eph.4:11: "For the perfecting of the saints, foe thork of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ."

From this text we see some of the features of giftse. While
they are not a revelation to take the place ofBiiide, the church is
edified by the light given from the Scriptures frdims source. We
have seen this abundantly illustrated in the lessdready given by
different speakers during this institute. We hawadena comparison
of the gift, as manifested among this people, Witt of the ancient
prophets.

There is another feature to which | wish to calliyattention to-
day, which I will introduce by quoting from 2 Kings8-11: "And
the king said unto Hazael, Take a present in timaed, and go,
meet the man of God, and enquire of the Lord by, lsiying, Shall
| recover of this disease? So Hazael went to meet &dnd took a
present with him, even of every good thing of Darnags forty
camels burden, and came and stood before him, add Bhy son
Benhadad king of Syria hath sent me to thee, sa@hgll | recover
of this disease? And Elisha said unto him, Go, wap him, Thou
mayest certainly recover: Howbeit the Lord hathveid me that he
shall surely die. And he settled his countenaneadastly, until he
was ashamed: and the man of God wept." Hazael\84ig,weepeth
my lord. And he said, For the mischief that youl wd, for the Lord
has shown me that you are to be king over Syria.

We see in this case that as he had a view of thas'sn
countenance it brought to view what he had seemearamg him
before. | could refer in the experience of Sistdritd/to hundreds of
cases where she has delineated the character sngewhom we
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knew she had never seen before, only as she hadtkem in
vision.

The first case | will refer to is a vision which svgiven to her in
Tyrone, Michigan, in May, 1853, the first meetinigesever held
here in this state, and which was the first time bhd ever been
west of Buffalo, N. Y. In this vision she had a wief all the
Sabbath-keepers in the State, which comprised five six
companies, numbering in all about 150 persons. Vis®n she
wrote out in Jackson, June 2nd. | had been labdhreg weeks in
the western part of the State, and met Brother S&ister White at
Jackson that evening, and obtained a copy of te®nji which
consisted of eight pages of foolscap. In the visi@s described a
woman who made great pretensions to holiness, bataithe same
time was shown to her as living in adultery witgang man with
whom she was travelling. The vision stated just twha woman
would say when she would reprove her, namely, "Fheord --
knows -- my heart."

In company with Brother and Sister White | held thegs in
Jackson, Battle Creek, and Bedford. Next we cam¥eti@ennes,
Kent Co., which proved to be the place where the waman lived.
The meetings were held in a new barn. This womamneceto the
meeting fifteen minutes after it commenced, frome¢hmiles in an
opposite direction from which we reached the plater husband,
and the young man with whom she was traveling, camat the
same time. Sister White, as her husband was sgeakione end of
the stand, whispered to me, as | was sitting nexhdr on the
rostrum, calling my attention to the woman and rien, and said
"That is the woman | saw in the vision." She alslol tme that as
soon as Brother White got through speaking she avoeillate the
vision, adding, "We then will see whether she esadhe or not."
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After a short discourse, Brother White gave libddy others to
speak. Sister White arose, and commenced by spmpakinhe
deportment of persons preaching, how careful theyulsl be to
shun every appearance of evil. She said that if €adldd women to
preach they should not travel around the countmy wome other
man than their husband, and adding, "What | amkspgaf is right
here in your midst; that tall woman who just satvdaear the door
is traveling around through the country with thaigg man who is
seated on the front seat, and this old gentlemansih by her side,
God pity him, is toiling at home to raise the metmsupport them
in their iniquity." She added, "I am ashamed of sa&x. For all this
woman's pretensions to holiness, God has shownhateshe and
this young man are guilty of violating the sevecdmmandment.”

As Sister White sat down every eye in the barn wased
toward the woman, expecting of course if she wakygshe would
deny the charge, and if she was not guilty she avoaltainly deny
it. | confess my heart was filled with anxiety ®eswhat the woman
would say, for | had in my pocket a writing writterearly three
weeks before, which | knew was written more thdamadred miles
from that place by a person that never had seewdimean with her
natural eyes, telling just what she would say. Wmman slowly
arose to her feet, and in a very sanctimonious erarsaid "The --
Lord -- knows -- my -- heart."! She did not utterother word, but
took her seat.

Among many other instances | might mention, | refea case
where Sister White bore testimony in GreenvillecMiComing into
a room where Brother John Byington and myself wagganizing a
church, she noticed that there were other persmsept. She knew
the name of but one of the persons in the roomedsam Brother
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Byington and myself, never having seen them befshe said they
must excuse her if she pointed them out by desayithieir persons.
"I will first speak," she said, "of that man in therner of the room,
the one with one eye." Someone spoke his namesatt. PWell,"
says she, "I will call him Mr. Pratt. Don't evekéathat man into
your church unless you want trouble, for he nevas Hbeen
converted; he doesn't live up to his agreementsnélees promises
to his neighbors that he doesn't fulfill, spendssmof his time
around the stores and shops arguing on the tritimgsaround on
the dry goods boxes, talking theology, while hidewis at home
cultivating the garden, digging potatoes, or prongdthe man's
dinner for him when he gets home, or perhaps mulirush out of
the snow to cut up for firewood. His talking theuttr merely
disgusts the people. They think he would betteatdgome engaged
In some honest labor to pay his debts."

Turning to another, an old gentleman, who sat mdarber, she
said, "This aged brother," -- here someone spokiesard "Brother
Barr". "Yes," said she, "Brother Barr, your troubles been that you
could not think the Lord could be merciful enoughybu to forgive
your sins. You have confessed to the Lord manydialethe sins
you knew of, and the Lord told me to say to you tiehad forgiven
your sins thirty-five years ago if you had onlyibeéd it." This poor
old man, on whose countenance had been a lookeat gadness,
when this expression was made, said with a snilas'he?" "Yes,"
said Sister White, "Your sins are forgiven, comengland go with
the church." The brother cried out "I will." We haden trying for
half an hour to get him to even give his name lh@r ¢hurch, but he
thought he was not worthy. Sister White said, "Th&n's case was
presented before me in contrast with the othenshe man that is
punctual in all his obligations, deals uprightlythvall his neighbors,
provides well for his family, and the community layperfect
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confidence in him. He fears to say anything abbatttuth for fear
he will mar it," adding, "Brother Barr, talk theuth to your

neighbors, it will have a good effect." She themé&a again to Mr.
Pratt, and said, "If you could feel for about sionths as Brother
Barr has felt for years, as though there was np toglyou, it would

do you good."

Other cases were delineated in the same meetimgnaand his
wife, between whom there had been some varianoe, rgeonciled
by the testimony that was brought in. At the closdéhe meeting
this Mr. Pratt, who had been seated on the woodkbtixe corner of
the room, jumped down on the floor, and with grestltemence said,
"I will tell you what it is, there is no kind of asn going with this
people and trying to play hypocrite: you cannoftdo

Another feature of our text is the expression thaste gifts are
for the work of the ministry. There is not a mieistamong our
ranks, who has carefully read the Testimonies, Whb must
acknowledge the benefit derived in many directiamshis work
from what is pointed out through this gift. (Heteetspeaker said,
holding up a copy of the book, "Gospel Workers,Erélis a volume
filled with instruction of this character, not ging us a new Bible,
but bringing to us the instructions of Scripturedahowing us how
we can be more efficient laborers for God. Eveinigkhe one point
of how to care for our health, how to use our veite preserve
strength, it is invaluable. Scores, who are novemley in their
graves might be with us to-day had they given headstruction of
this character.

| humbly acknowledge benefits received from thisirse in
entering upon new missions. As | went to Califormah Elder
Bourdeau, via Central America, in 1868, the Lordeg&ister White
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instruction concerning our work, which being senerand we
received on arriving at San Francisco. This gavengguctions
concerning the habits of the people, how to lalmorgach them,
holding it up in contrast with the New England dieh which | had
been laboring more or less, showing that what miggtcalled
economy in New England would be considered penrsgwliealing
in California, "that the people must be met witle tiberal spirit
they possessed, yet not in a spendthrift manner."

We saw the result of heeding this admonition in weny first
meeting. When the people were questioning how weldvasell
penny tracts and five cent books when there washange made in
the country less than a ten cent piece we were téednake
calculations, and so commenced on this liberal,@an gave them
away by scores. The people shortly met us by sayirigs isn't like
the preachers that have been coming across thasptai this
country." They rushed up to buy our books, and fagais in every
way they could, and in that one tent-meeting thapfeebought over
three hundred dollars' worth of books, and a lumiaer, who before
we commenced the meeting, refused to trust usavdbllar's worth
of lumber on the ground that he had no confidentatever in
preachers, said, "Sir, | will lend you 36,000 feétlumber, if you
want it, without any security whatever." If Sisiéthite had lived in
that country five years, she could not have givetteln counsel than
was given in that testimony, which was simply tesuit of what the
Lord had shown her in vision.

In 1878, when it was decided that | should go td ©hgland,
and enter upon a mission there, as | was laboniriReino, Nevada, |
received another testimony from Sister White, statihat | could
not labor in the same manner as in Californiajrogkattention to the
habits of the people, and giving most valuablerutdions, which |
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found a great aid in entering upon that missiort, Biile we speak
of what might be called temporal blessings frons thource, we
would especially emphasize those instructions tpnotis gift that
pointed the laborer to Christ as the only sourckeatp and strength
in the work.

In concluding this last of the series of lessongoamted to me
on this subject, | will state that during the last months, since
receiving notice, | have prayed much over the linat | should
pursue. My attention would invariably be called,eevwhile
praying, to the fourth chapter of Ephesians, andhwt the
Impression, "Compare what is said there of the wafrkhe true
manifestation of the qgifts, with what has been rested in
connection with this gift for the last forty yeasd over, and it will
show a complete fulfillment in every particular.6,3 will say to-
day, as my subject was to be "The Study of thesGifstudy them,
their connection with this work, the manner of thaianifestation,
what has been accomplished by them in bringing @plpeto the
unity of the faith, and what they are accomplishibg the grace of
God, in what is allotted for this time; and we dart acknowledge
that the gift of prophecy, manifested in connectwith the third
angel's message, is the work of God.

40



