October 5, 1950
To the liembers of the Special Commdties,
Dear Srethren:

In the mcnusceript recently presented to you, Brother Short and I have endsavored
to give the reasons why we felt it proper to write the letter which we did at the
recent General Conference session. e hold no mental reservations concerning our
faith which we ha e not tried to express fully therein, Though we have possibly
made some statements that will appear to be very strong, yet we assure you that we
hove not made them in a condemmatory spirit. e fclt and feel that e as a people
have indeed come to a crisis hour in the history of Israel. e agree with the fol-
loviig sentiaents fullys

nGod's call to us now is to an expecience much decper than we have even yet thought
af hoviage « o€ have talked about it a great deal but most of us have never
lImom ite o elivst of us are devoid of it, and we ccnnot go on that way, 4 mighty
change must come, and it ought to come now." (General Conference Bulletin, 1950,
p. 91) o

"In a tiue of unprecedented world crisis and great perplexity, o othe church seems
to be goin: on as if nothing had ha;pened. « «lo this clear understanding of the
issues which we face in the tragic spiritual lack in our livec and in our winistry
muct be joined a new realization of the supreme danger now facing the church,

"If this is done, we shall find very quickly that it is entirely vrong for us to
contimue to comceal facts or to camoulage the stale ol tle clhwrch and each one of
our lives before the all-seeiny eye of “od, The art of camouflage is. . .used to
cuver up facts that should be lmown about curselves to oursclves, wtatistics, for
instance, can dengerously disguise a situation." (Ibid., pe 92).

"This meeting (195C) shculd mark a new eopch in Seventh-day Adventist histary. o «
/g cannot disappoint our peoplo=-nor God.  owe way well ask, :hy are e sc tardy
with our t.sk?" (Ibide, Ppe 51, 52.)

e are entering upon what I conceive to be the most serious period, not only in
the history of the world, but especially in comnection with the history of this
worke" (Ibide, pe 56).

"The Hour llas Jtruck for a lighty Conviction to Grip the /ddvent feopls. , .lhe

sobering fact ic thet there are more unwarmed souls in the warld today than there

were when our pioneers began to preach the message. . +lhe vast majority of this

gi.lﬂlmg acs of humamdity has not yet heard the glad tidings of a socon-coming
our, 3 :

Our task grows bigger with each passing year, Its size is staggering. o oA new
experience must come to the ..dvent Lovement, (Ibid., ppe 19, 21).

Our experience in the mission field has tauvht us to believe those vords. It was

because of that conviction that e dared to write in a way which would not o \y
have been considered politic or expedient, .e sincerely felt that a crisis situation
made it permissable for us to use frani:, honest, plain speech, albeit with love,

There are a few other points that we wish to call to your attention, which we did
not wish to include in the LS, I shall be as brief as possible:



"Qutline of Procedure" presented in our first interview, we vere re-
quest&)tgn sthlol: how any modern teaching emongst us is traceabla to the pantheisu errors
of Dr. Kellogg's day. Jou will note in the IS a brief discussion of the alpha as being
a @esson to israel, to prepare for the omcja. 48 an illustration of confused thinlding
which is similar in principle to that of the alpha heresies (though we do not think it i
identifiable as the amepa), we would call your attention to a sermon presented at the
recent Session, found on page 201 of the Bulletin, concerning "marching in step with the
stars." lie are unable to repress ow first comvictions as we lictened to that sermon
that there was presented to us a strange mixture of mysticism and astr-logy. e wrote
a letter to the General Conference Committee concebming it, on July 17, during the sessi
but refrained fraom sending it to you. I note that one statement which I tock down in
notes that morning as nearly verbztim as I could, has been amdttcd from the record as it
appears in the Review (as mony s tetements must be for the sake of trevity):

Abraham was called out of his tent, "looked into the pattern of the stars, and
prayed, '0 God, what is Thy pattern for me?' OSo should .€ pray,."

There were frequent expressions, such as:

"Leaven's fated will", "stars a perfect pattern of Cod's leading,” '"unyielding,
bright shining, following of God s leading," "people look wp and seek the pattern—
think the thoughts of God and seck the plans of God," "omward vie go in step with
the stars," "warching in step with the stars', we must "be men who have inter-
locked their destiny with destiny of CGod," ‘"we must dlscover vhich way God is
moving, and wove that way," "what happens to us along the way not impoartant—what
is importint is our attitude toward what hiovens to us", Ysvars 111l becrdowm on
us in certaindecfeat," etc. OSe

Severul delegates seated near us remarked about the sermon sounding like astrolozy,
ue would not like to take a superficial view of it, und concludc Lhet iU was that, <he
speaker, we are ¢ ertain, had no such intent whatsoever. But the fact remains, we feel,
that a wost wafortunate impression was conveyed. +<ctually, lLiving “‘euple contained
sentinents very similar, e:cept that the veilled thou~ht then was pantheism rather than
astrology. By carefully reading the report of this serwon, and ¢ amaring it with the
picture presented in “iving Tample, one finds similar impressions couveyed:

(1) God is impersonal,

(2) iis leading is the decree of Fabe, as impersonal and therefore unloving as the
laws of celestial bodies appear to be.

(3) Our surrendcr to God cuphasized as the bowii: to decreed fate, accepted rather
philosophically, rather than yielding the heart to the love of God,

(L) Abraham re d his “pattern" in the stars. 2 synthesis betucen astrolozy and
Christianity would as easily utilize that passage of Scripture as a syntheiis be-
tieen pantheism and Christianity would use those quoted Ly lellozze

(5) vhere e go docs not metter—what "attitude” we ¢ ake toward our fate is more
importante This is uncamfortably close to Stoicism,

The speaker declared that vhat he presented in his sermon was vhat ne considered to
be the "fundamental principle of the Christian life." ‘1he service was referred to from
the desk as 'very inspiring".

Dare ye, 23 a people belicve this Joctrine when it ic followed to its logical ends?
lrs, white s objection to Living Temple wus its ultimate influence, if followed, Dare
e, as a péople, give the impression that we believe that astral influcnces brought about
Sisera s defeat, as well as the fluctuatiny successes and failures of the military cam-
paigns of Tiberias, llapcleion, Hitler, etc.? Dare we to entertain for a moment the im-
pression that astral infleucnes have been guiding this .dvent movement, for weal or fr



that is precisely vh:t this study implied, (The morgin for Judres 5:20
ggrszgg Joshaa 18:11. T—g not tnat the true explanation of Sisera's "stars" that
fought against him? And if so, does it not completely alter the :!.mpcf'esaion conveyed
in this rystic Sible stuiy?) Ihe sermon referred to above umvitiingly employed as-
trolopical terms in referance to God, texws that, to uy knowled’e, are uever used in
ins ired vwaitings concorming our relationship o “od. (vee Lhat Do the .sirolocers
Know, by Robert Leo Odom, ppe 9-11),

il. Grattan Guimness attempted a synthesis between astrol:oy and Christianity, as
did others. A Sabbath-kecper in 189¢ wroie a bLook upuolding both the seventlii-day Sab-
bath cruth and “Christian' astrology, working out a veird synthesis of the tvo, (See
nglic law, by Dr. Thomos Recd, 1898, in Review and lierald Library). Henry Lrummond's
a v'al"z'r.'r in the Spiritual .orld was referred to by the speaker as upholding the
views rresented in the sermon under consideration. we believe thut that famous book
contributed tovard the confusion of the alpha days. There are some serious revelations
of the "Christian" use to whiclh viriual astrology is put in an authoritative book in
the Semrinary litrary by Frans Cumont, astirolroy and Reli~ion Amonc~ the Oreeks and the
Qomanse lay I quote a few seubences:

"Stoiciam proved Ly fracis. « othat fai lism is not incompatible with a manly and
active virtue. . .Some Lodern thinkers, like Schliermacher, have nz=de true religion
consist in the fecling, on the part of the creat ure, of absolute dependence on the
infinite Cause of the universe." (Schliermacher was a "Christian" pantheist). Its
professors elevute to a duty couplete resignation to ommipotent fate, bheerful
acceptance of the inevitable. . oThis passionate surrender, this eagcrness to sube-
mt to divine Fate ins;ired certain souls of old with teelings so fervent as to
recall the rmpture of Christian devotian. . .Siderial determinism, . oThus belief in
“ate mot only (1) becarc a cource of moral inspiration to noble minds, but also

(2) provided a justification of the necescity of positive worship," (pv, 155-151).

* insert:'astroladcy, by strengthening this feeling of dcpendence, has been a source
of real piety,"

The recent General Conference Session was a time of intercession for a supernatural
outpouring of the Uoly Opirit to surpacs even that of remtecost, Indced, the time is
at hand for such an ocutpourini. oSut sould such an outpouring of the Holy Spirit be
given us to vindicaie such confusiocn as this sermon presented, about astral influences?

e Join vith the minisiry of this movement in an earncst dosire and prayer that God
may pour out upon this people ithe rich blessings of the Holy Swirit which alone will
bring about the finishin of the work. Not the slightest thovght of disunion vith such
a prayer inspircs our attitude., .e would point out that precisely because we do desire
%o see that outpouring, #ivit we cald attention to conditdons of thought amons Us which,
if persisted in, can oaly hiuder our prayers. ”

(2) Ve note with real alarm the definite tendency in the Seminary and the linisterial
Association to introduce among our rinisters the o oncept of psycholosical “spiritual
counseling" borroed from John Sutherland Bommell, Norman Vincent Seale, and others, e
believe that as winisters, we ought to be prevared to pive 'ersonal help to our peorle,
;zi the Spirit Zg ‘rophecy repeatedly urpes. Dut we would point out that this concept

Jg exphasiged today is subtly erroneous, and very dongerously sce I real a
statement will seem shocking, for I myseli”was intrigued by Boiqnell's bock vdzi:: ?t:azm
it in Ugapda, and was almost couplevely beguiled by it. Upon careful study, it is
evident that Donnell's concept of "spiritual counseling" is based upon the following idea:

This objective (in treining winisters) has been partially attained in the Zoman.



i i tion.
Catholic seminaries throuch the confessional, o ofor Bp:!.rit":l:'.ll examina
oo c.)A.'Llranks of theRmm.n“atholic clergy, not excluding ine pope, mst seek

at intervals a confesiore

I do not recommeni that the lomen confessionzl be adopted in Protestant seminaries
or churches. « »(but) In Protestaul seminaries and churches an adquate 2.
seriptwal substitute for the Reman ccnfessional should be found. (Spiritual

Counseling, pe 19)e

‘hat Bomnell objects to in the 2. C. confessional is not the cud, buv the means,
lle sees mo harm in 2 "sinner" ccnfessing to a Protcstant iminister, but rather good.
lhmerous instouces in the book refer to his inverviews with parishiouers as being tde-
tailed confessions" (cee e 96, 111, etc.), and reveal that Bomell actually granted the
essance of absolution fin principlie, though not in word) to vhose who pouwred out such
mudliatin: secret confessions to hime. Iollowed to its lozical ends, this idea in a
few yoars tiwe (§f furthur eacouraged) would provide Seventb-day Adventists with an
dadequate and (un)Scriptural substitute for the Raman confessional". It would be tragic,
Purther, tocre is very litile of use to be found in Sonnell and Peale if this “confession"
idea is rewoved, because their concept of "spiritual counseliny” is built upon it. It is
a wost subtle and cleverly disguised error, and we feel it ought to be exposed,

Norman Vincent fezle is becoming increasingly popular amonst us, his articles
being found in Life and Licalth, Sirms of the Times, etc, This man's conceot of the
Irotestant wigisver's work is as followss -

The wonan wenticned above tolid we her sin., She confessed it to me in my gapacity
=0 a minister of religion, it being her belief and mine that I acted for- o A
sin may, of course, be confessed directly to Cod in prayer through faith, but ex-
perience hos proved thot confessing a sin tc God throush another person f.ﬂ who is
trustworthy and wndersianding is more effective, (Faith is the /nswer, pe 105).

Zuanell's viex is substantially the same (See Spiritual Counselin-, ppe 56, 57, 58).
llo Seventh-cay ‘dveniist winister should be encourared to hecone a confidant of others!
sins, ZIven though sowe vill respected men amongst us in the past have been such, is
it not true thot the Spirit of rrophecy plainly points out a better vay tc help people?
Jones! and “aggoner s usssapge brought sinners to their knces, alone with God, throuch
faitii, and not psychiclogical adjustments, or tearful katharsis in the presence of a
Tsympatnetic” Lan with a magnatic personality. This idea of a "Protestant" confessional
was the eulering wedge of the Omford or Tractarian movement in Insland, tosard Rome,

(See Secret iistory, by walsh, pe 33).

(3) ve .ave presented exaples of confused teachin~ with the thousht that they are
[o) examples. ILiire geological thrusts exposing strata on thc surface of the sround,
y iulicuie che nauwre of what actuglly exists below ground, more generally than we
pould like to admi. i.c have been further perturbed at what mmust be the logical ends
of the dociriue of rocciving the loly Ghost as taught at the receni General Conference
Session. (See Julletin, ppe 113-117). Pentecost is represented as having come after
the aisciplies confessed individual “sins' and 'ad "claimed" the pramise of the Holy
Spirite The Opirit of Prophecy points out that “entecost caue aftcr the disciples came
to realize the significance of the Cross, and their owa hearts were deeply humbled and

broken by a true undarsianding of the atoncment, not as a doctrinal theory, but as an
e ex—iaﬂn% £ lhinnsed Tewnalone Tasea £ S8 Takall DTS U das Y.

- ol heari~brolion love for the lamb of Vod whom they theusclves had so largely
misunderstood. Ii was a far deeper work vhich they ciperienced in their hearts than we
heard even alluded to in any of the sermons on the loly Ghest at “an Frumeisco, Though
it may seen shocking Lo say so, we firmaly believe that a second Fentecoct will ccme to
this people when they realize whot the early disciples did,—that ve ourselvee, Seventh-
day .u.ivem;i:ats, as & people and perticularly as “apostles", have been just as stupid, just
as blind, just as unfeeling and unsympathetic toward the true Christ as those eleven men
had been. The Repentance will precede the "loud ay", and in it is locked up a true




understandineg of ourselves, which is revealed in the truth of linneapolis and its
aftermath. Sut the iwpression iven repesledly at San I'ancisco to the church is that
we vill get this gift of the loly Ghost by believing that e have it, by maldng the
eperiment of "cleduring that g™t as mine along with the forgivencnss of iy sins', Does
not such a doctrine come perilously close to our becomin:: holy by believin:~ with a
determincd “experiimat” or act of faith that e gre holy? Does :ict such a doctrine

give owr people tw inpression that the reception of the latter rain depends, after

all, in the finol aalysis, on their own act of appropriaticn, rathcr than upon the

true fiith aroused by a contxite reconciliation to Yod?

Plcase be acsured, brethren, that we sincerely aud loyally desive this long-praomised
outpouring of the Spirit, and e believe that it is goin: 1o Le poured vut upon us, not
so mach when God gets reudy to do it (for le is ready now), as when we as a people and
particulorly as minisiers, get ready. what we have said is nol intended to be critical,
or to find fauwit, we intend it as a couscicntious appeal for closer investigation of
these matters, in what ve are all agreed is the uast serious, crisis hour to wnich the
Advent wovaseat has ever ccuc,

vincerely and respectfully yours,

Re Jo uieland



