S, Se AFRICAL PLAIET
liew York to Vaalvis Day

HRder J. I. lobison .
General Conference of SeD.Ae
Takoma Park, lashington 12, D.C,

Doar [ldexr Robison:

Your lotter of Octobar 17th addressed to Drother iAcland and wiyself reached
no in liow York the day before we sailed. I wus very glad to got it but I
must confoss that it raised a question that has not beon settled and I au
wondering if we did the right thing to take this boaking without your
final approval.

It is very encouraging that the matter which we prcosented to the brethren
has not becn passed off lightly. Indecd what has been preseuted in the
marmscript is but the beginning of a study that must Le carried through
to campletion, Africa certainly needs Drother .ieland but my lhoneost con-
viction is that he is needed mare there in Vashington Lo be allowed full
time to prepare the corollaries that nscessarily follow what has been
presented in the mamuscript. If 1t could be arranged that lhe work for a
tine in commection with one of the editors of the ieview, it would be to
the advantago of all -concerned, This I think you will understand and
appreclate in the light of what has boon presented in the mamscript, I
would like to see Drother ‘deland retaum to Africa but I consider that
the Lumodiate and pressing need is for tle cagpletion of related manu-
scripts wiilch he has already begun and which hie could propare better than
anyono at this timo—und certainly the hour is late.

I note that you say the bretizen “do not in auy scnse amwe' with our
cunclusions. I hope that this decision has bocu reaciied after auly a

casuul reading of the mumiscript rather than a real study of ite Soawe

workers outside the camitiee, respected and in responsible positions,

have read the essay and have becn proatly stixrod by it. It is true that
there eyc wayy plireses and wlicle scatences wvadch arv uotl put the bust way
but/the foundition of tho wemsadpt, the preaise wd the priuciples in- /it is
volvod tat uust be preyurdully cunsiderud.

Your paragrapg two of ‘page 2 touclws the questiion wideh I wartionud in
opening tlids letter, It seams that the comdttee clearvd us to returm to
Africa contingeoni upon receiving assurance fram us that we woeld not wake
the manuscript "a matter of agitation among the workers in the Scutlisrn
African Division", It follows therefore that I have been rather pre-
suzptuous to sall on this ship without the final approval of the brethren.
I have done thls perhaps for two reasons. Iirst because you said that
booldngs were rather difficult to get and so to have cunculled this reser—
vation while you wore in Fall Council would hardly have been in order.
Second, I am not just sure what the brethren mean by agitation. If the
matter that has bean prescnted to the Geneoral Conference Camittec is
considered horetical, tlicn undor no conditions should we have been cloared
to return—ar for that matter to contimue in the work. If on tho other
hand it 1s not herotical, no harm can camo to axy Lonest Lcarted worker who
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may read the essay. a8 you are aware this mattor is kmom in at least

two of our divisiong-—llorth Aunorica and Africa and in both places workers
knowing us have been interested in the whole subject. ‘hen they inquire
of us personally concerning the wmatter it will be well nigh impossible

to Just pass it off with no explanation. In falrmess to the General
Conference Camittee, widch has sensed tlw graveness of the present state
of modern Isracl, a word of explauation should be given. There are also
our Division Officors wio read our original letter but who since hawve lost .
contact with us. Certainly it would not be considored agitation for them
to read the mamscript. Qutside of theose we have notling to “agitute®,
Indeed if the Concral Conference Cammittee aficr caruful study considors
the premise and the conclusion aof the paper to be erroncous, there raacins
no place in this world for us to take the maticr and no amount of sgzitation
would availl axgything., Last I would say that I an of the opinion that
spiritual motiars camnot be agitated but rathor are discarnmed as a result
of hooding the loly Spirit.

I hope that you will understand my frank stataments on this wattor and
that thoy are not too far fram the reply that you had anticipated. You
may be sure that we are heppy to be returning to the wwork in Zust /ifrica.
I ghall be looldng formvaxrd to a lotter fran you at the wdission and to
hear if 1t has beon poscible to arrange for Drothar dclond to coyslote
the writings that should be prepared at this tlue.

With appreciation for the tiwme and ldnd cdnsideration tiie boetinen pave
us an the camitice and vdtih Clxistion grectings, I au,

Yowrs very ciucerely,

oy o



