C/o Potomac University
January 21, 1959

Elder W. R. Beach, Secretary

General Conference of S.D.A.

Washington 12, D.C.

Dear Elder Beach:

A little over eight years ago we presented a certain document to the
General Conference Committee in which we endeavored to express frankly, -our
deep convictions and concern. We left the matter before the lLord and in
your care, and thereafter refrained from agitation or pressing our views
before the Committee or the church. We have always felt it improper for us
to appeal a matter such as this from the General Conference to the church
at large. Hence our consistent and persistent refusal to grant anyone
permission to reproduce our document.

The 70-page document which we prepared recently was not presented to
you with a desire to abandon our policy of the previous eight years. ile
decided to prepare it mainly because in a previous document rather widely
circulated, our honesty and integrity were called in question, our manuscript
being represented as a "serious reflection upon the literary ethics of its
authors." Ve felt that all would recognize we had a right at least to attempt
to clear our characters of such an implication.

Perhaps it was merely a selfish concern which motivated us. We recognize
that a more perfect faith might have trusted the Lord to vindicate our literary
ethics without our saying anything in self-defense. Perhaps our second
document is a kind of Ishmael-treatise, written prematurely, in place of
waiting patiently in faith for an Isaac defense to have come in due time
proviédentially. Perhaps we pulled too hard on the oar of "works."

Whatever may be our mistake, we wish to state herewith our desire to
leave this matter, to drop it henceforth and to continue as in the past to
refrain from any agitation whatsoever or the pressing of our view upon the
General Conference or the church. If our views and convictions are of the
evil one, surely we must not press thems If, on the other hand, there is any
truth in our presentations, the Lord can well take care of it without any
assistance from ourselves. We do wish to say again, brethren, that we believe
the corporate Seventh-day Adventist church is the one true remnant church, led
of God, and we are thus happy to resign the whole matter to the disposition
of Providence.

We return to our mission field, therefore, with no desire to make an
issue of our views there or elsewhere. We are grateful that it could be said
of our service during the past eight years, "The two brethren returned to their
fields of labor and threw themselves wholeheartedly into their work of pro-
claiming the gospel message." We earnestly pray now that by the grace of the
lord the same may truthfully be said of our future service also.

Sincerely yours,

R. J. Wieland D. K. Short



