Dececber 15, 1760

PAstor ... e idgubr
¢/o Zox 26, Lsuls

sowr dder Siguars

The buxdens that an ad inistrator .u-t ver are e vy; and ¢ hesitate to
adl in ayy way to the de.ands upon your tiue and attention. Thercfore rather than
ack you for a purscnal interview, we presune to write. iorhans you ngy be able to
sive soue counsel widle you are in Egst Africa.

We tuink it is evident aftor nearly eleven yours of correspondence witi: the
Conural Couferance that we are loyal to the organized woric of the denaninution.
. Lhave subuitted to the Gereral Conference decision rcpurding tue .anuscript, aud
ratier than appeal the watt.r to the chm?.h at large, have left it to tho disposition
of .rovidence. e bolieve it is the io ¢ 8 purxose to nour cut His Loly ooirit
uoon 115 cimch tirowd, or at least in coopcration with, the arency of the Goucral
canfercice. This we beliceve our denowinational history sup orts.

1. In 1750 we ¢ _ressed our comvictions, efter quite oxtensive reccarc:, tiat
thice jadineiole of the Sross is largely lost sight of in our contoujorary nroscututions
of *»riutcousness by faith", witi: cousequent confucion, woaiaess, love of tuc wor.d,
and love of colf too evide.t in cur wddst. Tnere ic a lack of an effective [roscuta-
tion of tic Atoucccut in Lie 11t of tie cleanusi g of the cauctuusy. e recuusted
tuo Jeneral Confervace to recoasider the writings of Jou.l and uaggoacr whiile thoy
were straistt, which writings coustituted ". Lot rucious cc.age," end reconwnded
the publicotion of an antholo(y of their writings of a certain poriod.

2. «0 subcitted to the rejcection of the munuscrijst, and rocfused to agitate the
watter or publ oh ayytidng. Eut o did realize that tue Comittoe had not replicd
to tuhe subject uttor of the sanuseript. The brothren oxresced the.sclves as
expecting we would very possilly go into eventuszl ajostuiy, veing "on the path thut
Saotun trod," as was stuted oy thon. e recousccrated ourselves to the task of being
faithful wiocionarics in  fricu. Je mrayed earncstly that the word in uis nercy
aight gave us from curielves, wid recerve ws frou falling or froa apostasy. e
wraioo i that Lo e thus foxr iopt us.

3. In 1955 the Leneral Joufercice coaxittoe asouod asothor coade zation of
the aanuoerd $, stating tuct we .ere not only “critical', but Lad ucoed lllea G.
Znite stato.eats wrougly; our literar; othics were :allod in quection. .o & resuit
of Turther rescarca in the sw..cr of 1953, we icoued an ".aswer' to "Jurtler -
Aprraisal®, wlich we foel ciears us of the charge of unctiiical usc of Zllen G. hite
sourcos. lder Juite privotoly asitwwled od to us taut he recosnined e lad ode
qaite conciercble research into this catter, a.d had unearindd co.e uvvideuce Ls hod
uot lxiown oxisted.

4e To dutc, <o .ave b d uo olficial aclawulodpuiant froo the Guncrul Coufercace
o tiis "letrer” of 1353, widcu wos our "Anocwer.® A mubor of our le diiys uciwlarc
eoouxed us thut tiey folt our "Anower™ ablgy oub.tantiuted tue odin points of our
wamcerist.  lderly idnistor. have consistently o) hroved of our ticzis.



5. € cauwt believe that the Lord requires us to surrender conscience which
sea.as bound by clear written evidence that the latter rain can never be poured out
in its fulness, albeit long overdue, witliout the preparation of a siacere and
decp denominational repontunce. Very grave developments in Africa that seea to be
following the tracic pattern of China coustrain us to write, vhen we would uuch
profer to hold our peace. How can we reconcile the promptings of ccuscience thus
with the rejoction of this :.attoer by the Goneral Conference, whilst the thesis itself
has never beea dealtifwith as to its subject matter?

6. ic do than: the Lord that He has not left us, but has been gracious to
bless our husble efforts to build a converted and consecrzted church in one of the
root difficult arcas of tho world ficld. e praise Iia for evidences of the con-
struining powcr of C,rist's love in Africans who have coue out of great durlmess.
Sone are begimning to sense tlic canctraint of that love of Jesus, which is consistent
vith the work of the cleancing of the sanctucry. With huudlity, way we suggest
that the work of these ten ycars is not "the path tlhat Satan trod"? To the dear
Loxd be all the thanks that lle has kent us from taldng shipureck of faith. Ue ot
only trust the Lord; but we respect llis agency of the Goneral Ccnfer.mcc.

7. liay wo asik, Juct vhcere do we stand now with the General Confervnce? uot
we continue another decade or so under what is virtually the ban of shadow of
their condo.nation? Je have buan informed, we think quite reliably, that no liss
than tlireo atécupts were tude at hoadquarters to renove us froa the miscion ficld
bocause of the ramuscrist. lie are also aware that in JAyctralia voricers in the
cause are beiwr disni sed bocuuce they hold the confictions expressed in our
uanuserist, viz., thot true righceousness by faith is and sust be a doctrine
parallclt&ﬁ cousistant with the doctrince of the cleansing of the canctuary, Ue
do not lmwow thoss people personally at all, and cannot judge of their sincerity or
spiritunl zeturity at this distance; but we certainly do belisve that Christ is
ainistoring His blood in the iiost licly apartment as a final atonement for cing and
th t the cleansing of the sanctuary requires a coumpleuentary vorik of cleansing the
Learts of God's people frou every lingoering, buried root of enuity against God, and
huwn pride and self-sufficiency. st we Jook forward also to eventual disuissal
“roa the work of Cod because we hold and express tais faith thot the Lord requires
a fur higner experience of lis pcopls today than in previous gencrutions?

We do not relish controversy uor disagrecueat with our brcthren and
superiors in the work., But truth is truth, which we dare not deny; and it does
copoar to us that the General Confor nce, for . ame unexplained reason, are donying
truti. Je are swe that they do not intend to do this, aud we liave every confidence
in their cincerity and inteority. But it does scau to us thot after eloven years
of waitiry, there Lus boen auple tiue for a careful considerction of the .atter. e
vould respecty 1ly requost tiwt thoy arranse for saue disjosition of thic case vhich
hos been pending a1l thic tine, If we are indeed wrong, and arc “"on the path that
setuatrod, truti. requires thot we bo dealt with frankly and thorougidy--—the Lord
would bless risitcous judgwent; and if we should be ri ht, the saue true principle
requires thut full and complete study be given the prkiisoe of this wan.ceript, and
we cauc to a better understandiry; togethor,

Thanidar you, and with kdnd rcgurds, ve are
Sincerely yours,

.4 (mﬁm 4 e Y. Short

[Lrotuer Short camot sign this final typing of tuds lctter, but signed a
rowh copy sent ne)



