The Officexrs

Southern African Division
Box HG 100

HIGHLAIDS, SALISBURY

Dear Brethrens

It has come to our notice that in recent weeks literature is being

sant to Africa ty a mdeical association group in California. Since
our naues are nentioned in these brochures, we consider it tiuely to
g0 on record again as $o our relationshdp and attitude toward such

groups and toward the denominational organisation.

Over the years we have taken the stand that the General Conference

is exdained of God, and in Seamian, is the highest authority on

ea:th. We do not believe there is anything to be gained Yy criticisn
of the brethren, or of tle organigation, as such. we have repeatedly
stated these convictions in writing to the General Conference and to ths
field 80 far as we were able to do so. In fact, wo have made this so
clear that some in the field are prons to wonder if we do not go too
far in our attitude of loyalty and submisaion.

Qur convictions as exuressed in our manuscript have not changed, but
have deepened and strengthened in the past twelve years, particularly
in the light of further research and current history. Onefacet of
these convictions is the firm belief that the General Conference as
such and tha loyal-hearted ministyry of this novement in gemeral will
ocome to understand the significance of our hiastory in the light of the
Laodicean mnessage, and in appropriate lumility and deep contrition will
olurth.wtoruhattholoﬁdad.rutodnformpoophmtor
the world itsalf.

This experience is what we have always referred to as "denominational
repantance,” recogniging of course that it camnot be expocted that all
individuals concerned will participate.

As workers and as missionaries we are keaenly aware tiat the hour demands
a unity of purpose and endsuavour that precludes divisive methods and
overt criticism of ths leadership of the caurch through disloyml or
digruptive attitudes. In sayingz this, we confesa at the same time

that we are at a loss to understand wiy the denomination hus refused to
face its history squarcly and to coms to gripes with the current problens
growing out of tiis situation. The last report from the General Conference
aon our manuscript is, unfortunately, the most untenable of any to date.
After t.elve years of waiting, it seems that our document has apmrently
not yet bean considered for content and historical truthfulness. Neither
have our twenty specific questions recently submittod becn given any
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specific answur. ve beliove ti t it is precisely this attituds toward
current issues which is inflaming oertain wilitant segnents of the
chburgh,

dotwithstanding this dilen.a, we wish to reaffirm our faith in the
lord's leading, and the sure triumph of this dancainnted movement, If
the Division officers wish to make soue statensnt to tLose receiving
this literature in this Division, refarred to above, pointing cut thuat
although our nhnes are nentioned tharein we are not party to the
agitation, we will have no ohjection. -8 would not, of ocourse, wish to
convey ary impression that we are unaympathetic to a work of gennine
vevival and reformation; and we know that you bretiren share that
convigtion of need,

&inosrely yours,

LA ) //,é( .



