Nov. 23, 1965

Elder R. Jo Vieland
Li25 North Imperial
Brawley, California

Dear PErother Vieland:

Talking things over face to face would be much more satisfactory than writing,
but that cannot be at the present. You state that you showed my personal letter to
vou (of April 16), to "several" friends both at Andrews and here at the General
Conference., Apparently that is your system--what I write will be passed on, or
used as a basis of enquiry, as was the case with Pearl Vlaggoner rHoward. It is
unusual, to say the least.

I had most earnestly hoped that with a new start in a new place you would
Uforget! your past burdens and “press" on unitedly with your brethren in the won-
derful soul-satisfying work of soul winning, instead of re-living and harplnn upon
those qmmﬂa'l'i\rp ideas against which Mrs, Iﬂ'n'h: warns and admonishes. By doing
SO you 1 would be a lot hapgler, and so would your brethren. (And I am notuggferring

to myself,)

But, irrespective, don't try to push the responsibility for your plight back
on to me, and demand that 1 prove “anything to your satisfaction by presenting cer-
tain restricted evidence. I am not the custodian of the E. G. White confidential
materials. Ask &4rthur Wnite and you will get your answer. It is you yourself
who have created your own unenviable situation, in which your brethren neither
trust your discermment as revezled in your writings, nor accept your conclusions
as sound and true,

By your declarations and attitudes you have cut yourself ofI from access to
certain materials. You u;ll simply have to live with your situation--and re-establish
confidence by consistent living and cooperative effort. But you have a long way
to po, if your defensive letter to me is a fair sample. You have anparentlv not
changed a ©bit.

Zou tell me that you are not, and never have been, a follower or supvorter
of Brinsmead. You need to put that declaration into print where it will carry
weicht~-where it can be seen by all, and thus clear your name of suspicion. You
need to denounce their unauthorized use and sale of "1888 Re-Examined," and call
for it to cease. But that you have refused, or at least failed, thus far, to do.

Many think that you must be in secret league with Brinsmeadism, for the
simple reason that your "1888 Re-Examined" continues year after year to be prime
literature with them, publicized and issuing from four Brinsmead outlets, and
regarded by them as furthering their cause. Aund you have never protested and
denounced that procedure in any official or representatlve Adventlst Journal, such
as the Review, or even the union papers.
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. Brother Wieland, wherever I go with my Eternal Verities studies workers
say that you must be in cahoots with the Brinsmeads, else you would publicly deny
their publicity and sales. They say, further, ‘that your materials confuse, un-
settle, cause devision, and create_ d;ﬁtrg§ t_of leadership. What am T to say to
them? I do not bring up the question. They do. But it always comes up. Shouldn't
that very situation cause you to do sore thing drastic to change the situation and

stop the circulation?

Tell me truly, do you believe such a widespread reaction is the fruitage of
a divine commission given to you?

I have repeatedly appealed to you--thus far seemingly in vain--and sought
to warn you of the peril of your course of persistent justification of your views
and declared positions. "Instead, you only re-affirm a stand that others do not
and can_ no;_agcept and which they do not feel is supported bv the Spirit of -
Pronhecy in its entire witness.

of pitting one's personal Judament against EII others—and that desplte scores of
statements by Ellen . White about such obstinacy. It is strange that you never
accept such admonitions for yourself, but pass them all on to others.

"2od has not passed His people by and chosen one s
man here and another there as the only ones worthy to be entrusted
with Fis truth. He does not give one man new light contrary to

the establlshed faith of the body."--Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 291,

"Those who start up to proclaim a message of their own
individual responsibtility, who, while claiminz to be 2
and led of God, still make it their special work to tzar dcw;:>
that which God has been for years building up, are not doing
the will of God,"--Testimonies to idnisters, pe 50.

From my contacts with you, I don't believe that you are prepared to actually
recognize and admit evidence, or to > realize the procadures and tne basis of proof,
It would almost seem that you would never admit to error of judgment on your part,
no matter what was shown you, or by whom. You are always right. All others are
wrong. :

I had hoped for better things from you by now. I wonder what the future holds
for~you--1f a change of attitude and concept does not come. I tremdle for you if
you persist in your present way--that you only are right, and all others wrong.

Try to get the viewpoint of others, and make a new start. You would then thank
some of us for our frankness.

Don't strlke a pious pose of superior light and wisdon, or attempt to play
the role of a martyr or a persecuted one. That does not impress any one. Your
crucial days are surely before you. You do not have to "azitate." The Brinsmeads
are doing that for you, irrespective. Deal with them.
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Again I appeal to right about face.

LEFs:ec



P.S. You say that I have levelled unjustifiable strictures against you for saying
that our post-1888 leadership rejected the message of 1888, and that we should
repent for what our forefathers dide I respond that it is you who have defamed
our post-1888 leadership--men long since dead, who cannot defend themselves, and
disprove your charges. I would be less than a man if I were to remain silent

in the face of such defamation. It is you, Brother lieland, who owe an apology
to their memories. I do not believe you will be cleared before heaven until you
have rectified this grave wrong. I cannot say less.

L.E.F.



