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Nenr Llder rroum:

It is .y privilege to acinowledge your letter of loveater 23,
and tc toana you again for writing.

I have read and reread your letter and nave often knelt dn [ rayur
sookins ruidaiice from ilim who is e «omaerfui Lownselor. Iou we
:dventis::'s foremost sclhiciar, in oy estimction; and I .xicw :ys i€ 1o
be nothing, less than tne least of &ll saints, most truly. I respect
you hignly for your ‘achieverents and ycur wisdc , and estci. you in
love f r your work's suxe.

2till I must lay your counsel bufure tne Lord and sees s
&udence, for I dese 20U cbaicale QY COL3CICHCE Lo &1YODU, WAGBULVLT .

Althwugn yuur various lefters nave given an iujpreciion of
@everity, I do not in any scnsv resent it. oud vless you riclldy for
your degi.e tc Doip wGe "uet the rigeteous suite wej it scali wu a
kindness: awd let ail reprove us; 1 snell be an escellent uily wiiGa
shall not break cy head."

A8 Lost 1 can understend you, you wish me to retract certain
po:itdons expresued in 1950 and maintained evor siuce; wid yet you
huve not presented me with pertineat Spirit of l'repaecy evidonce.

in 1¢51, wnea irutiher Snort wund i received tne Lenerul Ceonference
letter condezning cur ranuscript, we uoted thaut the ovrethren nad aot
dealt witih the tresis of tune docuswent. .e never felt it our duty to
aZitate the matter, and requesteda ciuers not to do su. =€ resigned it
all to the disposition of Providence, a pealing to the Lord to vindi-
cate truth, regardleas ol our own fute. I trust Hio to do suv 1n .ds
OWD guod Timo and way.

The natter is still in lils hands taday, &8ltnough T stand ready
to retract or «odify an, position wien evidence is fortucordn: thnat
requires it, e are 20t in any way conrected with: tue Srinsiicad grcu-
nor with. a:y otuers wno wey usave agitatcd owr sususcript. Lot tiey
have done 1s entirely tueir owil responsipility over vur uxuress refuseal
to graat approval or consent {.r its putlication. They consiler
thezsalves impelled by the lLord to publish the matter, and we do not =2t
thie stage feel coum.setent to jud_ e tnea. +#¢ beliceve tahut the Lord, to
whom we appoaled the unresolved {33ues, is well able to handle the
situation, and taat the Goneral Gualereuces will cooperate with i,

I enclosc herewith some guotations i'rom your earlier writings
that s3cr to be vory pertinent in tais present tine, I asree very



much with what you said some years ago, and praiy that I may never in
future "retract” the truth you therein express so clearly.

liay the Lord be gracious to you, to uless and prosper you in
this New Year.

Sincerely yours,

"There are thoss wno teel tn.t untramceled utterance of honest tuougut
by our wor<ers is dangerous, tnat it should ve controlled by restraining
limitations. Let such never rorget that in tne frees expression of cpiuion
this advent movenient was oorn, #nd in sucn expression of opinion every advancecent
has “ovn mede. It i3 our nistoric heritase, and constitutes the vindicated
method of arriving :t sound ana unitea conclusions, and of achieving e¢ffective
and concerted action. Thank G d for free expression in the sivent Lovement.”
Le te froom, Ministrv, January 1i94V).

"Uidty ujoun tocirilal OF Lroushivtic truta opringcu frox fres aand cpen
diccuc.icii. “uch unity will ,r.ve geonuine, abiding, and satisfyins; and this
alone wili sutile ugitution. .ane ap ar:it .nencsc tuul sozetimes cowws through
reprug:ion of discusuion io bul 4 aceddag wdty, destinci tc inevitstle
cm‘ys:i‘o‘. (2._»”.;&/. 13;(‘/'

"Uutward unity cuncerning ductrine or interpretition tnat cemes turocugh
«O2¢ wutuoriturian decision s perforce of opurious and transitcry character.
It iu only submi.:ion tc a decision wade by & council, couwdttee, or  ruup,
and not true accentince o a porition, c ringing frou the personal couvietion
cf . versuadsd mind. “nat unity iz aleone gemuine .aud abiding -hich comes
throu h weiht of evidonce and versonal perception of lirht—-from ccnclusicnu
based upon freo snd full discussion ana the manifest le ding of the loly
Seirit, inis .8 wie ocnly kind of doctrinal unity th t liarmcnizes with the
8pdrit wuna sunius of this overent, or tust has rigniful pi.ce in its
OpeTriti0n.. ¢ should ecchew all other.” (Ibid., .ay, Lluac).

*ne s8t:fiin- ¢f di-cuscion ie contrury to the very genius of both
civil uuy relijious democrecy, for triath i a living, cxpanding princinle,
seoroscion of dircussicn is ever churacterisiic cf uuticraucy, with its
centruiiz«d oow r and its fear of disturbin the : tatus guo. ‘istory narks
it a8 nctoricusly the tecl o t ranny and the instr.ent of error. Freedo:
to w8k quorlic.s, to dif or, t_ discuss; forat . rs truth wno exposel errer,
Contruv rey uecu . Avt & iar;® part ia tie forustion of tho ..ow Lceta.eut
canon. .wbute 2:'ts faliucy frow fect and error from trutn; out stagnating
oonservatisn, Wil its acculnan, ing frown upon discussion, tends tuward
ultaoaiv wae Itudity wnd diswster; acd re;rosuion of auvestigotion oitea
ends irn uohecvel."” (Inid., loveuaber 1.24) .



